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Call for Volunteers for the  
2013 OMTA Auction/Raffle
Volunteers in the Portland area are 
needed to assist foundation chair 
Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM, with the 
gathering of auction and raffle 
items in May and June for the 2013 
OMTA state conference in Bend, 
Oregon.

Interested in helping? 
Read the details –

Your help is needed on a limited 
basis May–June to help pick up 
auction/raffle items at local stores 
around Portland and the metro 
area. Robyn will do all the work 
contacting business, arranging 

item pickup, etc. She just needs 
volunteers to help pick up items. 
It would only be about 2–3 hours 
of total volunteer time per person. 
This is a great way to help out with 
the OMTA state conference! 

Volunteers also needed to 
help process and label the auction 
items once they are acquired in the 
2nd–3rd week of June. This would 
be about a 3–4 hour one-time 
volunteer effort. 

Thanks in advance for  
volunteering! 

Looking forward to working 
with you. 

—Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM
Foundation Chair Person 

rp@musicwerksstudio.com
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The winter holidays blew in with lights and 
music and then jingled into history. Now 
it’s a new year and time for a fresh start. 
Like many Americans, I have resolved to 
move more and eat less, be more forgiving 
and less critical, read more and spend less 
time on the computer. 

In addition, I may add a 5-minute 
routine to my day that is simple, but poten-
tially very powerful.

It appears that if you take 5–16 min-
utes a day to quiet your mind by focusing 
on your breathing, you can elevate your 
mood, improve your ability to concentrate, 
and possibly help protect against mental 
decline, such as Alzheimer’s disease. Par-
ticipants in studies who meditated just five 
minutes a day scored better on cognitive 
tests than those who did not meditate; they 
performed better and remembered more 
while multitasking.1

 That sounds good to me. The idea of 
taking a few minutes to be quiet and still 
is appealing. Perhaps by doing so I will 
improve my ability to concentrate and also 
avoid the sleepless nights and panic attacks, 
which plagued me last year.

We are coming up on the busiest time 
of year for music teachers and their stu-
dents: Bach Festival, Syllabus evaluations, 
and all the OMTA and school music events 
that pile up one after another willy-nilly. It 
will be exciting and hectic, so I wish all of 
you five minutes of centered calm each day 
to help you be the best teachers ever.

Peace and Mindfulness,
Dr. Bonnie Esbensen

 1The Power of Concentration, Maria Kon-
nikova, NY Times, December 15, 2012

Dr. Bonnie Esbensen
President, OMTA

President’s Corner

Office of Admission • willamette.edu/admission • 503-370-6303 
willamette.edu/go/music

DEGREE PROGRAMS

BA in Music
BM in Performance
BM in Composition
BM in Music Education
BM in Improvisation in  
   Contemporary Practice
Minor in Music
Minor in Arts & Technology

SCHEDULE AN  
AUDITION  

503-370-6687

AUDITION DATES

Saturday, Jan. 26, 2013
Monday, Feb. 18, 2013

Music Scholarships awarded annually to majors and non-majors

A Conservatory Experience
Within a Renowned College of Liberal Arts

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Liz Willis
Membership Chair

Welcome New Members

State News  Membership
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Roseburg
Jordan Merrifield

MA  Transformative
       Music Education
Offering a distinctive combination of traditional 
music studies, a rigorous focus on the liberal 
arts, small classes and well-respected faculty 
who nurture each student

n Bachelor of Arts in Music
n Bachelor of Music in Composition
n Bachelor of Music Therapy

Accredited by the National Association 
of Schools of Music since 1961

503.699.6268
www.marylhurst.edu      admissions@marylhurst.edu
17600 Pacific Highway (Hwy. 43) – 10 miles south of Portland
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Friday, January 11
10:30 am
Tualatin Valley presents  
 Carol Ratzlaf and Geneva Wright 
 Contemporary Music 
 Tigard Christian Church 
 13405 SW Hall Blvd.

Saturday, January 12
10:00 am & 1:00 pm 
Umatilla-Morrow presents  
 Dr. Beverly Serra-Brooks 
 in two piano workshops/master classes  
 at the Presbyterian Church in Pendleton 

New to Music News! 
We will list upcoming special events  
that are open to the membership:

District News  2013 Calendar of Upcoming District Events
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Helen Jones, NCTM

Happy New Year 2013 from Central  
Oregon, site of the June 2013 OMTA State 
Conference! We look forward to hosting this 
event and invite you and your families to 
come explore this exciting part of the state.

 This month our featured attraction is 
the High Desert Museum. Exhibits focus 

District News  Central Oregon
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on local culture, natural resources, wildlife 
and art. The museum’s indoor and outdoor 
exhibits of Native American, pioneers and 
animal life are presented on a massive scale. 
Please check their website for more infor-
mation and special events: 

http://highdesertmuseum.org

What exciting attraction/area will  
we feature next month? 
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Delores Tiktin
President

Greetings from the Eugene District! We 
had a full schedule of activities for our 
students this fall. Our student events 
began with the “Festival of Popular Mu-
sic” followed by the “Ensemble Festival.” 
In December we had the Barnes & Noble 
Play-a-thon and fund-raising event. There 
were two full days of performing from 
morning to evening. Our students really 
enjoy the informal atmosphere of playing in 
a book store but still getting performance 
experience.   

The fall district programs were won-
derfully presented by our members. In 
September we had the privilege to hear Dr. 
Dean Kramer speak to us about his new 
edition of the “Well Tempered Keyboard.” 
We were treated to his beautiful playing 
of Bach’s works as he was illustrating his 
edition of the WTC.

District News  Eugene

For our October meeting we were 
invited to Susane Reis’ very success-
ful Eugene Piano Academy. She and her 
colleague, Jan Keyser spoke about the 
“Harmony Road Method,” giving us 
ideas for group teaching. Susane, a recent 
UO graduate, is one of our newer district 
members.

Two of our district members, Mary 
Ellen Yost and Genevieve Mason, shared 
their studio teaching tips at the Novem-
ber meeting. We are so fortunate to have 
district members who are willing to share 
their teaching experience. I always walk 
away from these meetings with something 
more to add to my teaching repertoire.

We ended the Fall with a holiday party 
in December at the home of our beloved 
member, Virginia Buhn. We were treated 
to music played by our members. 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s



 7

Heidi Evans, President
and
Angela Kelly

Greetings from the Tualatin Valley Dis-
trict! This was a wonderful year for our 
group, and we wanted you to be able to 
share some of the highlights with us with a 
few photographs. In May, our district was 
excited to award Amanda Glancy with the 
2012 Tualatin Valley OMTA Scholarship of 
$500. Amanda was first a piano student of 
TVOMTA member Jeanne Holt, and then 
went on to study voice with TVOMTA 
member Natalie Gunn. She will be study-
ing voice in college. Amanda is pictured 
below with Natalie Gunn (left) and Jeanne 
Holt (right). Amanda delighted us with 
two pieces, accompanied by Jeanne Holt. 
We were not only impressed with her lovely 
voice, but also with her maturity, stage 
presence, and public speaking abilities.

District News  Tualatin Valley

The Tualatin Valley District presented Dr. 
Kenn Willson in a multi-media recital titled 
“Encounters with Bach” on October 9 to 
a packed hall of music-lovers of all ages. 
Dr. Willson’s presentation included slides 
of where Bach lived and worked, stories 
and anecdotes of Bach’s life, video clips of 
Baroque style dancing, and outstanding 
performances of the core dances from two 
French Suites. This event was funded in 
part by grants from MTNA’s Local Associa-
tion Matching Grant, the OMTA Nellie 
Tholen Endowment Grant, and Classic Pia-
nos. The audience enjoyed a toe-tapping, 
hands-clapping experience and all came 
away motivated to play Bach with more 
enjoyment and imaginative ornaments!

 Our first presentation of 2013 is Carol 
Ratzlaf and Geneva Wright, who share a 
lifetime love of contemporary music. They 
promise no musical easy chairs when they 
lead a program on January 11th for the 
Tualatin Valley OMTA. Carol and Geneva 
will play some personal favorites (in every 
syllabus level) and discuss idioms, compos-
ers, sources, and ideas for getting students 
“turned on” to the wide variety which 
is available. Handouts of several lists of 
idioms, composers, and repertoire will be 
given to the first 25 attendees.  
 

 Place:  Tigard Christian Church  
  13405 SW Hall Blvd.  
 Time:  10:30 am, Jan. 11, 2013

We hope to see some of you there!
 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

Members of the TVOMTA Playing Class, after per-
forming at a local retirement center.

“Is not beauty in music too often confused  
with something which lets the ears  

lie back in an easy chair?”

         — Charles Ives
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District News  Tualatin Valley (continued)

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

Group picture of the TVOMTA members present at the May 2012 meeting.

Dr. Kenn Willson, “Encounters with Bach.”
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Kathy Turner Dr. Beverly Serra-Brooks, DMA and 
NCTM, will be presenting two piano work-
shops and master classes at the Presbyterian 
Church in Pendleton on Saturday, January 
12. There is no charge for this event.

The first presentation and master class 
will begin at 10:00 am for the early thru 
intermediate students. Her presentation 
will include phrase shaping, creating dif-
ferent sounds out of the keys, arm weight 
and rotation, incorporating a whole body 
approach, and using singing as a tool for 
expression.

The second presentation and master 
class will begin at 1:00 pm and is designed 
for intermediate to advanced students. 
Her presentation will include finding the 
composer’s message and the character of 
the piece, how to craft your technique to 
authentically express your interpretative 
decisions, style, and approaching your piece 
mentally. The master class will follow and 
consist of four students.

Both presentations and master classes 
are designed to engage students, teachers, 
and audience members in discussion of 
concepts put forth. Numerous hand-on 
examples will be offered from standard rep-
ertoire to support the discussion. Work with 
students in the master classes will reflect the 
presentation topics.

Artist-Teacher Biography
Dr. Serra-Brooks made her New York Re-
cital Debut in 1998 at Carnegie Hall, and 
her West Coast Debut at the Japan-America 
Theater in Los Angeles Since then she has 
performed in concert halls across the United 
States. She is also a Gold Medal Winner in the 
Artist International Competition. Dr. Serra-
Brooks is a recording artist for Eroica Classical 
Recording, which recently released her third 
solo CD, Looking Within, featuring piano 
music of Haydn, Schoenberg, and Brahms.

District News  Umatilla-Morrow

Dr. Serra-Brooks served on the faculties 
of Mount St. Mary’s College in Los Angeles, 
and as Assistant Professor/Coordinator of the 
piano program at Bethune-Cookman College 
in Daytona Beach, Florida. Beverly is also co-
founder and artist-teacher at Hummingbird 
Music Studio in Portland, Oregon, and POP! 
Pianist’s Outreach Project. Beverly received 
her DMA in piano from Claremont Gradu-
ate University, her MM from California State 
University, Northridge, and a BFA from 
California Institute of The Arts. An acclaimed 
master teacher and popular presenter for na-
tional piano teacher associations and organi-
zations, Beverly regularly serves as a jurist for 
regional and national competitions. Beverly 
has adjudicated for the California Association 
of Professional Music Teachers (CAPMT) Cer-
tificate of Merit examinations, The American 
College of Musicians Auditions, and period 
festivals of various MTNA associations from 
Florida, California, Washington and Oregon. 
She is a certified adjudicator for Washington 
state WSMTA and OMTA Syllabus exams. 
Dr. Serra-Brooks also presents master classes, 
recitals and workshops at schools, festivals and 
universities across the United States. Beverly’s 
students regularly win competitions throughout 
the United States, including the Gold medal in 
the National James H. Hefner Piano Com-
petition, the 2010 winner in the Beaverton 
Symphony Concerto Competition, and The 
Hawaii Piano Festival and Competition, as 
well as numerous medals in OMTA period, 
ensemble and concerto festivals. Her students 
have been featured in the Portland Interna-
tional Piano Festival, Portland Rising Stars 
Concerts, the Portland Whiz Kid’s Annual 
Recitals. 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Issues Deadlines
Jan Dec 10
Feb Jan 10
Mar Feb 10
Apr Mar 10
May Apr 10

June May 10 
Sept Aug 10
Oct Sept 10
Nov Oct 10
Dec Nov 10

Information & Acknowledgements

Submitting Articles for District  
and State News

Please send articles and accompanying graphics in TIFF, 
EPS, JPEG or PDF format to Natalie Gunn via e-mail:  
natalie@nataliegunn.com. MS Word attachments are best. 

Submitting Ads

Please send ads and accompanying graphics in TIFF, EPS, 
JPEG or PDF format to Rhonda Ringering:  
rhondaringering@hotmail.com.

1/4 column ads (and articles about events which  
require an admission fee or tuition): 

 $15.00 for members 
 $35.00 for non-members

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Contact Rhonda for amounts.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is always helpful 
and appreciated.

The link below offers descriptions of the  
geographical areas each district encompasses,  
and the opportunity to contact the chairs:

http://www.oregonmta.org/directory-local.html  

OMTA RecORds 
Let Us Know 

If you have moved or changed your 
e-mail address or phone number.

Get on Our E-Mail List
Receive periodic OMTA news  

and a listing of OMTA members’ 
e-mail addresses.

Contact Robin Power  
Administrative Assistant at:  
Office@OregonMTA.org  

503-388-8212

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s



 11

Music News

Edited by:
Natalie Gunn 

natalie@nataliegunn.com

Published by:
Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

Affiliated with:
Music Teachers National Association, Inc.

Graphic Design by:
Julie Weiss, Tobias Weiss Design

julie@tobiasweissdesign.com
www.tobiasweissdesign.com

State Website
www.oregonmta.org

Administrative Assistant

Robin Power
OMTA, PO Box 5335, Portland, OR 97228

503-388-8212
Office@OregonMTA.org

Information & Acknowledgements

Upcoming Music News copy DEADLINES:
January 10, 2013
February 10, 2013
March 10, 2013

      Opus  67 /N o.  5   •   January  2013

Please visit our website to find any further information you need. There you will find State Event details 
listed. Supplementary Materials, Study Guides, and Certificate Ordering information can be found by 

clicking Marketplace. For a complete listing of State and District OMTA leadership, click Directory. The 
Journal contains thoughtful and inspiring articles and interviews. When you click on Forms you will 

find information about Membership, Certification, Study Grants, Scholarships and Awards, Syllabus and 
Festivals, Composer of the Year Search, MusicLink, Billing and Budgeting, as well as the  

OMTA Constitution, Bylaws, and Standing Rules.


