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OMTAMusic
News

the teacher document their studio 
and show knowledge of music and 
their teaching skills. The teachers 
that are currently working on this 
program comment that it is indeed  
a valuable process.

I am proud to announce the 
latest Nationally Certified teachers 
in Oregon:

Mio M. Aoike, NCTM 
Blue Mountain

Kaori Katayama Noland, NCTM
Portland

Yoko Miyama, NCTM
Portland

April-Feiwn Wu, NCTM
Portland (relocated to Phoenix)

Grace Waites, NCTM
Portland

Congratulations to them! At 
this writing there are others await-
ing their results and some in pro-
cess. Some are working on the new 
projects and some are finishing up 
in the old testing program. 

Susan Todd, NCTM is our 
Northwest Division Certification 
Commissioner! We are so fortunate 
to have one of our own sitting on the 
National Certification Commission. 

I am always willing to answer 
your certification questions.

 Patti Widener, NCTM   
Certification Chair

Are you in the midst of getting 
your studio ready for fall students? 
Are you planning repertoire, cur-
riculum, and gathering materials? 
Are you updating your studio 
policy and teaching philosophy? 

Writing a teaching philosophy 
is the first of the five teacher profile 
projects that make up the National 
Certification program. I encourage 
you to browse the certification por-
tion of the MTNA Website—click 
through until you have the page that 
gives you the Teacher Profile Project 
Overview. On the right hand menu 
click on piano (or your instrument). 
Once you have the piano/instrument 
overview, click on the piano study 
guide on the right and “What the 
examiners are looking for” pdfs. This 
will give you excellent guidelines on 
writing a good teaching philosophy. 
Once you write it, then voila! You 
have completed the first project.

Right now is a fantastic time to 
begin the National Certification pro-
cess. As you plan your teaching year, 
you can also plan in each Teacher 
Profile Project. I hope you will con-
sider this as you ready your studio for 
the teaching year. Working through 
these projects might be the “teacher 
upgrade” you are looking for.

Again, I invite you to browse 
the certification portion of the 
MTNA Website (www.mtna.org). 
As you check out the new program, 
note there is no testing. No tran-
scripts are sent or evaluated, no de-
gree is required. These new projects 
ask the same of every teacher; that 

New Certification Program
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OMTA RECORDS

Let Us Know  
if you have moved or changed your 
e-mail address or phone number.

Get on Our E-Mail List  
to receive periodic OMTA news  

and a listing of OMTA  
members’ e-mail addresses.

Contact Robin Power  
Administrative Assistant at:  
Office@OregonMTA.org 

503-388-8212

apply online at

www.cornish.edu/music

or call  800 // 726 // ARTS

commit to excellence

Cornish College of the Arts 
o�ers a Bachelor of Music in 
Composition, Instrumental or 
Vocal Performance.

MUSIC AT
 CORNISH
SEATTLE
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President’s Corner

Dear Colleagues,

There’s a little hint of fall in the air these 
glorious mornings, and I once again antici-
pate that “back to school” feeling and filling 
the studio daily with the wonderful sounds 
of music. 

There is also exciting and important 
news coming your way regarding OMTA ac-
tivities and programs. Our committees have 
been very busy updating many offerings for 
you. In this issue of Music News are updates 
on the new Syllabus Manual, Scales a la Syl-
labus books, and new participation trophies 
among other news. Also, check the Website 
for further information and opportunities. 

The new handbook has been mailed 
to all members. You will find this very 
informative about all aspects of our as-
sociation. If you have questions about any 

of these events or programs, please contact 
the appropriate chairperson rather than 
the state office. 

There are so many people to thank as 
I think back on all the work that has been 
done these summer months by our chairs 
and other volunteers. Please thank them 
when you have the chance. Our association 
is energized and very active. 

Of course, our many members and dis-
tricts are the ones who follow through and 
make it all happen for the students, and I 
send you all good wishes for a successful and 
rewarding teaching year. 

 
Warm regards,

Fern L. McArthur, NCTM
President, OMTA

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

The 2011–2012 OMTA Handbook  
was mailed out the middle of August. 

Please be watching for it.
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State News  Composition Celebration

Nicola Curry
Composition Chair
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The 2011 Composition Celebration 
Honors Recital was held on Saturday, May 
21 at Sherman Clay Pianos in Portland. 
Twenty-nine students and nineteen teachers 
from six districts participated. As in 2010, 
the music was presented in three one-hour 
length recitals to accommodate participants 
who traveled a distance. Each recital in-
cluded all levels of composition in order to 
showcase the progress that is possible.

Jeffrey Payne returned as the 2011 
adjudicator. He is director of the Young 
Composers Workshop and founder of the 
Fear No Music ensemble. He is skilled in 
working with all age levels and difficulty 
levels of music, making the experience 
most enjoyable for the participants and the 
audience. Mr. Payne is timely and keeps his 
comments positive and concise. 

Sherman Clay provided a lovely, well-
tuned Steinway grand piano for the occa-
sion. The venue is large enough to provide 
adequate seating. In addition, the room 
required no rental fee, which is especially 
helpful to our budget.

Please note that medals will continue 
to be awarded only to those composers who 
perform at the state conference recital. 

The 2010 Composition Celebration 
forms were updated for the OMTA  Web-
site, which has resulted in increased aware-
ness of the process and deadlines related 
to the event. It is my hope that this will 
continue to improve and yield more par-
ticipating composition students. Updates of 
the Composition Celebration forms on our  
Website were delayed due to a change in 
staff. While the information was provided 
in September 2010, postings did not occur 
until March, 2011. Special thanks to Robin 
Power, OMTA Administrative Assistant, 
for her assistance in completing this task. 
We will continue to encourage fall posting 
deadlines for the materials in 2011–2012. 
It is each district chairperson’s responsibility 

to study the information provided on the 
Website, download and distribute forms to 
their teachers as needed, and ensure that 
their group keeps important deadlines and 
follows policy. Assisting teachers with the 
paperwork and deadline information is the 
responsibility of the district chair, not the 
State Composition Chair.

Please note that your district recital 
must complete its adjudication, allow 
time for student corrections to their music 
before submission, and complete/submit 
the OMTA application forms and mate-
rials prior to the May 1st deadline each 
year. Failure to do so will mean that your 
students may not be able to perform in the 
state recital. Please schedule your district 
recital (or performance) well in advance 
(I suggest prior to April 15th, to allow the 
students adequate time to complete their 
composition adjustments). Also, I encour-
age the district chairs to allow lead time 
for unforeseen emergencies, and select 
someone who can fill in if are not be able 
to complete the task of turning in your 
packets on time.

In 2011, we saw an improvement in 
communication to teachers which ensured 
that the most of the checks are written for 
the proper amount and included with the 
application packets. The majority of stu-
dent entries arrived by the deadline. I en-
courage each district composition chair to 
be organized and timely so that no student’s 
work misses the state deadlines.  Note: 
District Chairs, please e-mail your contact 
information to the State Composition Chair 
immediately upon accepting the position so 
that we may keep in regular communication.

The 2012 State Composition Recital 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 19th at 
Sherman Clay in Portland. Please check the 
OMTA Website www.oregonmta.org for 
further details.
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State News  Junior Bach Festival

Gayle Bland, NCTM
Junior Bach Festival Chair

As teachers we all look forward to Septem-
ber. It is great to see our students return with 
enthusiasm for the new year of music study.

I encourage teachers to participate 
in Oregon Jr. Bach Festival. This festival 
keeps the wonderful music of the baroque 
era alive. The state final event will be held 
at First Congregational Church, 4515 SW 
West Hills Drive, Corvallis. Linn-Benton 
district will host this event. 

The information on the OMTA Website 
is currently being updated. This has been a 
challenge for the last couple of years but we 
are getting the kinks worked out thanks to 
Robin Power, our Administrative Assistant, 
who has spent many hours on the project. 

There are a couple of changes for the 
2012 Festival. Participating districts need to 
check carefully for these changes. Deadlines 
for the forms will be the second Friday of 
January. The  Website will always post the 
second Friday in January as the deadline for 
each district to have the forms in to their Jr. 
Bach Chair. The next deadline date will be 
January 13, 2012. Each district competi-
tive event will be invited to send 40 percent 
of their students to the regional event. The 
alternates on the district level will be invited 
to the regional event. At the regional event 
20 to 30 percent of the students will be in-
vited to the state final event. Alternates will 
be contacted if an invited student is unable 

to perform. Each district is responsible for 
setting the fees necessary for paying their 
own expenses. The regional fee is $15 plus 
$2.00 for each participating student to be 
sent to the state chair for the final event. 
That is a total of $17.00. Remember that 
all districts that have an Oregon Jr. Bach 
Festival must send $2.00 to the State Chair 
for the final event. This applies to districts 
that have a non-competitive event as well as 
districts that have a competitive event. 

These are small changes that will hope-
fully bring about big improvements for our 
Jr. Bach Festival. If there are any questions, 
please have the district chair contact me 
through e-mail or phone call. I look for-
ward to a great year for each of you. 

Support Your Students, See Your 
Work Come to Fruition, Inspire 

Other Young Students

Our students credit you, their private teacher, 
with helping to support their musical endeav-
ors. Celebrate their success with us and join us 
for the Opening Night of the Portland Youth 
Philharmonic’s 88th Season on November 
12, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the Arlene Schnitzer 
Concert Hall. PYP and Conductor and Music 
Director David Hattner will present Malcolm 
Arnold’s Four Scottish Dances; Beethoven’s 
Piano Concerto No. 5 “Emperor,” with Fred 
Lu, PYP’s Biennial Piano Concerto Compe-
tition winner; Butterworth’s The Banks of 
Green Willow; and Elgar’s Enigma Variations.

If you want to inspire other young students 
from your studio to consider one day joining 
PYP, please contact Ingrid Arnett, Community 
Relations Director, to inquire about GROUP 
SALE TICKETS for your students and their 
families, by calling 503-223-5939 x104.

Founded in 1924, the Portland Youth Philhar-
monic is the nation’s first youth orchestra. For 
more information about PYP and Season 88, 
go to www.portlandyouthphil.org.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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State News  Participation Trophies

Nancy Harris
State Participation Trophy Chair

For those who may not yet be familiar with 
the OMTA Participation Trophy program, 
a trophy (ordered by the teacher through 
their district chairperson) is awarded to 
students who have earned 10 points. One 
point is given for participation in each 
state-sponsored event. There is more infor-
mation on our Website (below).

Starting this month, new trophies are 
available. We have added 40 and 50 point 
trophies this year, which will be available by 
special order. There are no longer any maxi-
mum points to be earned in one year for 
any student. Please place orders for trophies 
with your district Trophy chairperson. Fur-
ther information and forms can be found 
on the OMTA Website, www.oregonmta.org 
under Forms.  

State News  New Super Scales a la Syllabus Books

Eileen Knox, NCTM As many of you may know, the OMTA 
Syllabus Committee revised the Syllabus 
requirements. This gave me a chance to 
completely update and rewrite all three 
books. The new order form is now on the 
OMTA Website as well as the Portland 
OMTA Website. Please mail your orders to 
the OMTA State Office, P. O. Box 5335, 
Portland, OR 97228-5335. Our printer 
assures us the books will be available for 
shipment by the first of September. The 
executive board approved an upgrade for 
the covers but the cost for the new books 

will remain the same, $20 each book which 
contains 3 levels. That is less than $7.00 per 
year for your students! 

A big round of applause goes to Eileen 
Saemenes who gave us two long days of her 
vacation time. She edited books one and 
two. The next time you see her, give her 
our thanks for superior work on a really 
tough job.

All proceeds from the purchase of these 
books goes to help the OMTA State Office 
and the Syllabus Committee. Keep your 
orders coming! 
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State News  OMTA Conference

Dr. Bonnie Esbensen
Conference Chair

2011 CoNfereNCe Wrap-up

Members who attended the conference and 
answered a survey gave the 2011 OMTA 
Conference excellent reviews. They cited the 
sessions by Dennis Alexander and Hans Bo-
epple as providing many ideas and inspira-
tion for teaching students at the intermedi-
ate level. However, some members felt there 
were too many master classes. Some people 
also attended other sessions at the Portland 
International Piano Festival, such as the 
talks and recitals by Paul Roberts, Catherine 
Kautsky, and Christopher O’Riley, and they 
rated those sessions as excellent also. Hotel 
Fifty was praised for its comfort, location, 
and delicious food. 

upComiNg 2012 CoNfereNCe

The next OMTA Conference will be held 
at the beautiful Skamania Lodge on the Co-
lumbia Gorge. The dates are June 29–July 
1, 2012. State board and committee meet-
ings will be June 28 at Skamania.

State News  Two New Honorary Lifetime Members

Liz Cooper
President, Blue Mountain District

At its regular meeting on July 11, the 
OMTA board voted to grant honorary 
lifetime membership to two members from 
Blue Mountain district. 

Lanetta Paul was the first president of 
the new Blue Mountain district in 1977. 
Over the course of the next thirty-four 
years she served the state organization and 
Blue Mountain district in many capacities; 
State Ethics Chair and MTNA Foundation 
Raffle Chair, district President for two one-
year and four two-year non-consecutive 
terms. When she wasn’t district president 
she held other offices or chaired festivals. 
In 1980 she became a Nationally Certified 
Teacher of Music (NCTM) and continues 
to encourage other teachers to pursue certi-
fication. A tireless proponent of the OMTA 
syllabus, she recently had her twentieth 
student pass Level X, and is currently work-
ing on a revision of the state flute syllabus. 
She has been an adjudicator for twenty-six 
years and has presented several workshops 
at OMTA conferences.

In 2000, she and Matt Cooper traveled 
to the Russian city of Chaborovsk (sister 
city of Portland) as part of an OMTA 
sponsored exchange where they observed 
piano teaching methods, and visited music 
schools. They were invited to return as 
performers in 2003, at which time Lanetta 
performed several organ concerts. In Octo-
ber 2009, when Eastern Oregon University 
hosted the OMTA Leadership Confer-
ence, Lanetta chaired the state level of the 
MTNA Performance Competitions.

When Blue Mountain District OMTA 
was organized in 1977, Joanne Price was 
the first member to serve as vice presi-
dent of the fledgling group. Over the next 
thirty-four years Joanne has been a faithful 
member, serving in all of the district offices 
and chairing our festivals. In 1980-82 and 
1992–94 she represented Blue Mountain 
as its president to the state board. Joanne 
received her State Certification in 1980 and 
her NCTM in 1991. In 2007, she became a 
Music Link Teacher.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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June 23 - July 4, 2012

Summer Piano Institute
!"## %"&&'()* +,-")-". /",0.-',

Master classes, concerts and workshops
for 2-piano and 4-hand duos.

Auditors welcome.

Visits to historic sites of the Loire Valley

Co-sponsored by:
Domaine de Beaumont, City of Mer, Crédit Mutuel,

Conseil général de Loir-et-Cher and Pianos Margueritte
Linfield College and FranceTours, LLC

francetoursllc.com/musiqueabeaumont2011.aspx

For information regarding registration,
auditions, fees and accommodations,

contact Jill Timmons at: jtimmons@linfield.edu.
Application Deadline: Sept. 15, 2011
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District News  Blue Mountain

Elizabeth Cooper 
President, Blue Mountain District

You are invited to join Blue Mountain 
district for our fall workshop on Friday, 
September 23 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
at the home of Lanetta Paul in La Grande.

We will provide a salad potluck lunch 
at noon. In the morning, Margaret Little-
hales will present “Four Centuries: Albums 
for the Young” and in the afternoon “The 
Pedagogical Treasure Chest” with ideas of 
how to make long term plans for students 
including keeping records of repertoire 
covered and other practical tips. We will 
participate by playing pieces from “The 
Sketchbook of Mr. Purple Poverty” by Alan 
Hovaness. Please RSVP to Elizabeth Coo-
per (lizbethcooper@frontier.com, 541-962-
1558) by September 20 so that Margaret 
can provide enough handouts and we can 
plan for lunch. You will receive directions 
to Lanetta’s home when you RSVP.

Other News: We were represented at 
the OMTA Conference in July by Lanetta 
Paul and Elizabeth Cooper, who also at-
tended the Portland International Piano 
Festival. Matt Cooper spent that same week 
at The Golandsky Institute Summer Sym-
posium and International Piano Festival at 
Princeton University.

On August 8, Dona Schmitt, Joanne 
Price, Lanetta Paul, Jan Miller, and 
Elizabeth Cooper attended a workshop at 
Dunkley Music in Boise, Idaho, presented 
by Dr. Kevin Olson, who teaches at Utah 
State University. We picked up ideas for 
motivating and teaching today’s oversched-
uled and busy students, featuring a strong 
structure with fluency and technique, but 
stressing the importance of sight reading 
and improvisation.

We are excited about the prospect of 
two new members joining us this fall. Our 
opening meeting will be at the home of 
Dona Schmitt in Halfway on September 9. 
Our fall workshop will be held on Friday, 
September 23, at the home of Lanetta Paul 
in La Grande. Margaret Littlehales from 
Central Oregon district will be presenting 
two workshops: “Four Centuries: Albums 
for the Young” and “The Pedagogical Trea-
sure Chest.”

MA  Transformative
       Music Education
Offering a distinctive combination of traditional 
music studies, a rigorous focus on the liberal 
arts, small classes and well-respected faculty 
who nurture each student

n Bachelor of Arts in Music
n Bachelor of Music in Composition
n Bachelor of Music Therapy

Accredited by the National Association 
of Schools of Music since 1961

503.699.6268
www.marylhurst.edu /admissions@marylhurst.edu
17600 Pacific Highway (Hwy. 43) – 10 miles south of Portland

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Greetings from sunny Central Oregon. 
Summer 2011 found our members attend-
ing a number of different summer events, 
including the OMTA state conference/
Portland Piano International, music festi-
vals, and workshops by Forrest Kinney on 
his new improvisation series, Pattern Play.

Now that shorter days and cooler nights 
are hinting of fall, we are gearing up for the 
new teaching year and a full roster of inspir-
ing programs for our monthly meetings.

We are planning a new event this 
year—our first-ever Fall Festival—which 
will be all students’ choice music of any 
combination and period. As a fun experi-
ment and to do something new and dif-
ferent the new festival replaces our former 
Contemporary Music Festival for this year 
only. The concert will be in late October—
stay tuned for a report. We are also looking 
forward to two other fall events: a program 
by guest presenter Matt Cooper (our TIF 
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grant), and Master Class by John Perry, 
through the Oregon Community Fund. We 
in the less populated regions of Oregon so 
appreciate the opportunities to grow and 
learn offered by our state organization and 
the OCF.

District News  Central Oregon

Kathleen Gault, NCTM 
Correspondent

June meeting and program: sharing favorite repertoire for Syllabus.

Forrest Kinney workshop on improvisation 
and creativity.
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District News  Lincoln County

Sarah Ball 
Correspondent

Each fall Lincoln County District sponsors 
a continuing education event with sup-
port from the Nellie Tholen Endowment 
Fund and MTNA matching funds. Instead 
of a workshop this year, we will host an 
organ concert, Bach and Sons, on Sunday, 
October 9, 2:00 PM at First Presbyterian 
Church, 227 NE 12th Street, Newport. 
All members of OMTA are invited to join 
us. Bach and Sons, is a multimedia organ 
concert presented by Jeannine and David 
Jordan. The event will heighten awareness 
and appreciation of pipe organs and the 
music of J.S. Bach and his sons. The audi-
ence will be treated to excellent historically-
informed performance practices of Baroque 
organ works, along with recent photos of 
organs played by J.S. Bach. In addition, a 
live-feed camera projected on a screen will 
enable the audience to watch Dr. Jordan’s 
hands and feet as she performs. She will 
also offer narration from the perspective of 
women who were important in J.S. Bach’s 
life. This innovative format is sure to engage 
our students, families and teachers!

 Built in Portland, the Richard Bond 
pipe organ was completed in 2008 and 
installed at First Presbyterian Church in 
Newport. This 2 manual, 26 stop, 20 rank 
instrument can be heard every week during 
church services, but public concerts are 
rare. Bach and Sons, is designed to attract 
a large audience from the community who 
will enjoy the exquisite sounds of this pipe 
organ at the command of a brilliant and 
seasoned performer. 

The unique collaboration of grant 
money and donations will benefit the local 
food pantry and homeless family shelter. 
This is a pilot project for Lincoln County 
OMTA. Please plan to be here for this 
exciting event! 

For further information contact Sarah 
Ball, beachballs@peak.org, 541-265-8904 
and visit Jeannine Jordan’s Website: https://
promotionmusic.org

Office of Admission 
willamette.edu/admission • 503-370-6303 

willamette.edu/go/music

Degree Programs
BA in Music
BM in Performance
BM in Composition
BM in Music Education
BM in Improvisation in  
   Contemporary Practice
Minor in Music
Minor in Arts & Technology

scheDule an  
auDition  

503-370-6687

auDition Dates
Nov. 12, 2011  
Jan. 28, 2012  
Feb. 20, 2012  
Feb. 24, 2012

$300,000 in scholarships awarded annually
to majors and non-majors

A Conservatory Experience 
Within a Renowned College of Liberal Arts

042 MUS ad OMTA MusicNews 081011.indd   1 8/9/11   4:15 PM

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s



 12

Invites you to the 
Nellie Tholen Fund  
Master Class Series with Pianist John Perry 

The Oregon Community Foundation 
is sponsoring a piano master class 
series by John Perry, distinguished 
artist and teacher, through The Nellie 
Tholen Fund of The Oregon 
Community Foundation.  
 
The purpose of this master class 
series is to provide a professional 
development opportunity for piano 
teachers. The class will be tailored to 
piano teachers, with Mr. Perry using 
each student's performance to give 
teachers tools and techniques to 
advance their teaching. 
 
John Perry has won numerous 
awards including the highest prizes in 
both the Busoni and Viotti 

international piano competitions in 
Italy and special honors at the 
Marguerite Long International 
Competition in Paris. Since then, he 
has performed extensively 
throughout Europe and North 
America to great critical acclaim. 
 
Mr. Perry also enjoys an international 
reputation as a teacher, presenting 
master classes throughout the world. 
His students have been prize winners 
in major competitions and include 
two first-prize winners in the 
Rubinstein Piano Competition. 
 
Mr. Perry is Professor of Piano at the 
Colburn Conservatory of Music and 
the Thornton School of Music of the 

University of Southern California in 
Los Angeles and is a visiting artist 
teacher at The Glenn Gould School 
of the Royal Conservatory of Music 
in Toronto. 
 
The master class series is free. Piano 
teachers are welcomed and 
encouraged to attend. Interested 
participants must register by 
September 26, 2011. This event is 
not open to the public. 

For more information, or to 
RSVP, please contact Jessica 
Currier at 541-728-0802, or by 
email @ 
jessicacurrier26@gmail.com. 

October 3 
The University    
of Oregon 
Beall Hall 
Eugene 
10 am – 12 pm 
 
 
October 4 
Southern 
Oregon 
University 
SOU Music 
Recital Hall 
Ashland 
10 am – 12 pm 
 
 
October 5 
Central Oregon 
Community 
College 
Wille Hall 
Bend 
10 am – 12 pm 
 

THE OREGON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION            
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Outside Events

Willamette University 
Grace Goudy Distinguished Artists Series presents 

The Cleveland Duo  
and  

James Umble, Classical Saxophonist 

Tuesday, September 20, 2011, 7:30pm 

 

Program  
Will include works by Bach, Ernest Bloch, Ravel, Erik Satie, and more. 

Residency Activities 

Tuesday, September 20 
Master Class  

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

All activities are in Hudson Hall 
Mary Stuart Rogers Music Center 

 

Comprised of two members of The Cleveland Orchestra, The Cleveland Duo (Stephen Warner 
violin and Carolyn Gadiel Warner violin/piano) joined with internationally-acclaimed 
saxophonist, James Umble, to form a Grammy Award nominated ensemble that has been blazing 
trails in the world of classical chamber music with its unusual instrumental combination. The 
appealing programming consists of original repertoire, commissioned works by nationally 
acclaimed composers, and more traditional music transcribed specifically for them. The 
ensemble has appeared throughout the U.S., Canada and Mexico in major chamber music 
venues, festival sites, universities and over the airwaves of National Public Radio and the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.   
 
“...major artists conveying their enjoyment of every note being played” 
— South Florida Classical Review 
 
Visit their website at www.clevelandduo-umble.com 

 

Concert tickets 
$22 Adults, $5 Students 

Festival Seating 

Available at www. absolutelytix.com or in person at Travel Salem,  
181 High St. NE. in downtown Salem,  

503-581-4325, 1-800-874-7012. A service charge will be added. 

For more information contact the Willamette Music Department at 503-370-6255 
or visit willamette.edu/arts/goudyartistseries 
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“...major artists conveying their enjoyment of every note being played” 
— South Florida Classical Review 
 
Visit their website at www.clevelandduo-umble.com 

 

Concert tickets 
$22 Adults, $5 Students 

Festival Seating 

Available at www. absolutelytix.com or in person at Travel Salem,  
181 High St. NE. in downtown Salem,  

503-581-4325, 1-800-874-7012. A service charge will be added. 

For more information contact the Willamette Music Department at 503-370-6255 
or visit willamette.edu/arts/goudyartistseries 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

Oregon 
Music Teachers 

Association
Fostering Excellence  
in Music Education

Order OMTA Brochures

The brochure explains in clear, concise language the advantages of studying 
with and OMTA teacher as well as the benefits of becoming a member of 
OMTA, thus making it an ideal vehicle for recruiting students and new  
members or for publicizing the organization.

Brochures are 4 for $1 plus shipping.
Contact Robin Power at 503-388-8212 or Office@OregonMTA.org for  
shipping costs for your order. Brochures are free to districts for official  
OMTA business, but shipping costs may still apply.

Name              

Address               

City        Zip           

Phone        E-mail      
  
How many brochures do you want?           

If this order is for your district, which district?      
 

Make check payable to: OMTA
Mail to: Robin Power 
  Administrative Assistant 
  PO Box 5335, Portland, OR  97228

  O p u s  6 6 / N o .  1   •   S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

SuperSuper   
Scales a laScales a la   
Syl labusSyl labus   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Levels    I    II    III 
 
Levels   IV    V    VI 
 
Levels  VII  VIII  IX 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
By Donna Byars and Eileen Knox 

  
  

Order FormOrder Form 
    
Levels  1, 2, 3 in Bk 1            $20.00  
Levels  4, 5, 6 in Bk 2            $20.00  
Levels  7, 8, 9 in Bk 3            $20.00  
      Postage for 1 book             $  2.50  
      Postage for 2 or 3 bks.            $  3.00 
 
 
Please send me: Qt  _______ Levels  1, 2, 3 
 
                 _______ Levels  4, 5, 6 
 
                  _______ Levels  7, 8, 9 
  
Total Number of Books: ________ 
 
Total Cost of Books     $_______________ 
 
Postage:      $_______________ 
 
TOTAL CHECK:     $_______________ 
 
 
Name of OMTA Teacher _________________ 
 
 
Ship To  :______________________________ 
 
Address:   _____________________________ 
 
City, St, Zip:     _________________________ 
 
Please make check payable to  OMTA  
      
 
Send order to:  
OMTA State Office 
P. O. Box 5335 
Portland, OR 97228-5335 
503-388-8212 – Robin Power 

 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

SYLLABUS SUPPLIES

Syllabus manuals for piano, strings, woodwinds, Celtic harp, guitar, and jazz piano are available for 
purchase. Also available are the current repertoire lists. Prices and shipping costs are as follows:

                   Members                Non-members
Piano Syllabus    $10.00 $15.00
Jazz Piano Syllabus $5.00 $10.00
String $5.00 $10.00
Woodwinds $5.00 $10.00
Celtic Harp $5.00 $10.00
Guitar $5.00 $10.00

Repertoire lists:
     Lower Division (New! 2007) $10.00 $15.00
     Upper Division $4.00 $8.00

Shipping:
     Orders totaling   $5.00, add $1.25
     Orders totaling $10.00, add $2.50
     Orders totaling $15.00, add $3.50
     Orders totaling $20.00, add $4.50

Please send your checks, made out to OMTA to
Robin Power, Administrative Assistant

PO Box 5335
Portland, OR  97228

(503) 388-8212

  O p u s  6 6 / N o .  1   •   S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1
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Syllabus Video Order Form

OMTA Supplementary Materials

The Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

PIANO SYLLABUS with Virginia Hawley Buhn
A Professional Course of Study on DVD

The OMTA Piano Syllabus is an outline of study de-
signed to provide students with a thorough background 
in keyboard skills, musical understanding and perfor-
mance ability. The DVDs offer ideas and methods for 
implementing the syllabus as a basis for learning and 
performance. 

The original VCRs were developed by Virginia Buhn 
in 1996 and have sold more than 1,200 copies. The new 
DVDs follow the course outline of the OMTA Syllabus 
Book and are designed to help piano teachers prepare 
students for a successful evaluation.

JAZZ PIANO SYLLABUS with Gary Ruppert
A Professional Course of Study on DVD

The OMTA Jazz Piano Syllabus was developed by Gary 
Ruppert in the mid 1980s. A revision, done in the 
summer of 2003, was based on feedback received from 
teachers, students, and adjudicators who used the first 
version. Their comments and encouragement have been 
of inestimable value

This DVD is meant to help teachers and their stu-
dents navigate the various levels of the Jazz Syllabus and 
discover the joys of studying jazz piano.

Submitting Articles and Ads

Please send articles, ads and accompanying graphics (in 
TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format) to me via e-mail at 
dayspring@casco.net. MS Word attachments are best. 

1/4 column ads (and articles about events which  
require an admission fee or tuition): 

 $10.00 for members 
 $25.00 for non-members

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Contact me for amounts.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is always helpful 
and appreciated.

Thank you. 
Linda Hansen, Music News Editor

Issues Deadlines

Piano Syllabus DVDs (set of 2) $20.00 $25.00

Jazz Piano Syllabus $15.00 $20.00

Postage $3.00 $3.00

Non-OMTA Member 
Price Each

OMTA Member 
Price Each Quantity SubtotalItem

All proceeds go to the Jean Baines Proctor Memorial Fund. Total:

See order from below. 
Make checks or money orders payable to:  

OMTA, Joan B. Gathercoal, NCTM 
3328 SW Chintimini Avenue, Corvallis, OR 97333-1529 

Phone: 541-752-4732

Jan Dec 10
Feb Jan 10
Mar Feb 10
Apr Mar 10
May Apr 10

June May 10 
Sept Aug 10
Oct Sept 10
Nov Oct 10
Dec Nov 10

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

OMTA MERIT CERTIFICATES

OMTA merit certificates are available to OMTA instruc-
tors and are earned by students who have completed a 
minimum of 30 lessons during the current teaching year.

These attractive, parchment-like half-sheet certificates 
are stamped with the OMTA embossed seal, stamped 
with the signature of OMTA President, has the student’s 
name, and has a space for the teacher to sign. The second 
year of study has a gold seal and every year after that (up 
to year 14) has a gold seal and a different colored ribbon. 
The determination of each student’s year of study and all 
record keeping is the teacher’s responsibility. Certificates 

are usually awarded in May or June and should be ordered three weeks in advance of the time the teacher 
wants to give them to students. You may pre-order via e-mail.

Guidelines for Ordering:
1. List the quantity of certificates desired for each level with each student’s name typed or clearly printed.
2. Indicate the date you need the certificates (remember to allow 3 weeks).
3. Include a check or money order payable to OMTA (50 cents per certificate).
4. All orders must be received by Robin Power, OMTA Administrative Assistant.

For more information, contact Robin Power,  
OMTA Administrative Assistant:

Office@OregonMTA.org
503-388-8212

  O p u s  6 6 / N o .  1   •   S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1



 19

Additional Study Guides

SYLLABUS STUDY SHEETS

Revised: 2011 version now available 
from Ed Davie. 

Phone: 503-357-3185 
E-mail: edavie@frontier.com

The price for one set of Levels I – X (10 sheets)
 is $12.00 + $5.00 p & h.

The purchase price includes copy 
rights for your own studio.

All proceeds are donated to the Roberta Davie Memorial 
Composition Scholarship.

For more information, 
contact Ed Davie and ask for an explanation sheet.

PIANO SYLLABUS AIDS (2006–2010)

Copies of rhythm-reading and sight-reading examples used during Syllabus exams for Levels 1 – X in previous 
years are available for reference in preparing students for their exams. These are not the examples currently 
being used during exams. If you would like to have a set, send a check (to cover copying and mailing costs) 
made out to Lisette Sage, 15240 SW Obsidian St., Beaverton, OR 97007-8949. 

Available sets are 2001–2003, 2004–2006, 2006–2008, and 2008-2010 at $4.00 for each set. Please be 
sure to specify which set(s) you are purchasing.

The following materials are privately produced by some of our members for your benefit: Opus

The following materials are privately produced by some of our members for your benefit.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Chairs 2010–2012

CERTIFICATION
Chair: Patti Widener, NCTM 

EDUCATION
Chair: Margaret Littlehales, NCTM 

JuNior BaCH feStiVaL
Gayle L. Bland 

eNSemBLe feStiVaL
Joan Gathercoal, NCTM 
and
Arthur Baines

merit CertifiCateS
Robin Power, OMTA Adm. Asst. 

partiCipatioN tropHieS
Nancy Harris, NCTM

StuDeNt CompoSitioN
CeLeBratioN 
Nicola Curry

CompoSer of tHe Year SearCH 
Daniel Brugh

FINANCE
Chair: Carol A. White, NCTM 

treaSurer
Carolee Harbour, NCTM 

aSSiStaNt treaSurer 
Bev McDaniel, NCTM

BuDget 
Susan M. Todd, NCTM 

graNt Writer 
Carolyn Mayer, NCTM

omta/mtNa fouNDatioN 
Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM 

LEGISLATIVE PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Chair: Pauline Eidemiller, NCTM

MEMBERSHIP 
Chair: Dr. Julia Hwakyu Lee 

LoCaL aSSoCiatioNS 
Janet Swartz, NCTM 

proViSioNaL memBerS 
Lucy Clevenger 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Chair: Mary Hulme, NCTM 

etHiCS 
Susan Franzen

HiStoriaN
Joan Gathercoal, NCTM 

iNDepeNDeNt muSiC 
teaCHerS forum 
Gaye Thomas

muSiCLiNK 
Mary Hulme, NCTM 
and
Eileen J. Knox, NCTM

uNiVerSitY LiaiSoN 
Carol Biel, NCTM

PUBLICATIONS 
Chair: Deborah Butler 

DireCtorY eDitor
Joy Byers

muSiC NeWS eDitor 
Linda K. Hansen 

oregoN muSiCiaN eDitor 
Rhonda Ringering, NCTM

WeB Site CoorDiNator 
Craig Hanson 
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OMTA Chairs 2010–2012

SCHOLARSHIP COMMISSION 
Co-Chair: Kelli B. Stephens 
and
Co-Chair: Paula Watt, NCTM

STATE CONFERENCE 
Chair: Dr. Bonnie Esbensen

STUDENT PERFORMANCE  
COMPETITIONS 

Chair: Sandy Duffy Norman 

mtNa JuNior CoorDiNator 
Marilyn Reischke

mtNa SeNior CoorDiNator 
Sandy Duffy Norman

mtNa YouNg artiSt
CoorDiNator 
Fern McArthur, NCTM

mtNa CHamBer muSiC
CoorDiNator
Joan Wall

mtNa CompoSitioN 
CompetitioN 
Daniel A. Brugh 

SYLLABUS 
Chair: Beth Crosby
and
Asst. Chair: Cherise da Cunha, NCTM 

aDJuDiCator aSSigNmeNtS 
Aaron Bloom, NCTM 

aDJuDiCator CertifiCatioN 
Carol A. White, NCTM 

LeVeL X reCitaL 
Claudia A. Hegberg 

NeW aDJuDiCator
appLiCatioNS 
Margaret Littlehales, NCTM 

repertoire refereNCe 
Carol Ratzlaf, NCTM  

SigHt reaDiNg 
Ellen McQuilkin, NCTM 

SuppLieS
Robin Power, OMTA Adm. Asst.

The link below offers descriptions of the geographical areas each district 
encompasses, and the opportunity to contact the chairs:

http://www.oregonmta.org/directory-local.html  

OMTA RecORds 
Let Us Know 

If you have moved or changed your 
e-mail address or phone number.

Get on Our E-Mail List
Receive periodic OMTA news  

and a listing of OMTA members’ 
e-mail addresses.

Contact Robin Power  
Administrative Assistant at:  
Office@OregonMTA.org  

503-388-8212

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA 2010–2011 District Presidents

President
Fern L. McArthur, NCTM

President Elect
Dr. Bonnie M. Esbensen

Immediate Past President
Susan M. Todd, NCTM

Secretary
Lucy A. Watts

Treasurer
Carolee Harbour, NCTM

Assistant Treasurer 
Beverly J. McDaniel, NCTM

OMTA 2010–2012 Officers

Blue Mountain
Elizabeth Cooper

Central Oregon
Mariann Slavkovsky 

(use Kathy Gault for e-mail contact)

Eugene
Carolyn McHan

Klamath Basin
Dan Conrad

Lincoln County
Rita Wharton

Linn-Benton
Joy France Byers

McMinnville
Jane Smith

Mid-Columbia
E.J. Howe

Portland
Joy Novak

Rogue Valley
Pat Daly

Roseburg
Sandra Palmer

Salem
Lynne Hall

Tualatin Valley
Jeanne Holt

Umatilla-Morrow
Mariann Adams
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Music News

Edited by:
Linda Hansen 

dayspring@casco.net

Published by:
Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

Affiliated with:
Music Teachers National Association, Inc.

Graphic Design by:
Julie Weiss, Tobias Weiss Design

julie@tobiasweissdesign.com
www.tobiasweissdesign.com

State Website
www.oregonmta.org

Upcoming Music News copy DEADLINES:
September 10, 2011
October 10, 2011

November 10, 2011
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