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OMTAMusic
News

OMTA Foundation  
Nominates Joan Gathercoal
OMTA Foundation is pleased to an-
nounce that is has nominated Joan 
Gathercoal to be a Music Teachers 
National Association Founda-
tion Fellow for 2010. The MTNA 
Foundation Fellow Program is a way 
to honor an individual and supports 
the efforts of the MTNA Founda-
tion Fund. In order for to designate 
a Foundation Fellow, a combined 
contribution of $1,000 or more is 
made to the MTNA Foundation 
Fund in the individual’s name. A 
Foundation Fellow must be nomi-
nated by their peers; they cannot 
nominate themselves. 

Joan Gathercoal has been 
involved in OMTA for 50 years. 
She has tirelessly served both the 
State and the Linn Benton District 
of OMTA during her 50-year in-
volvement. She helped develop the 
OMTA syllabus curriculum and 
she is present at every Linn Benton 
Jr. Music Festival, providing re-
freshments, and most importantly, 
support for students. Gathercoal 
has served the OMTA at the state 
level having served for years as the 
Treasurer and Chair of Composi-
tion Celebration Festival. In addi-
tion to donating her time and tal-
ents to the OMTA, she is a gifted 
teacher. Gathercoal’s students are 
always involved in OMTA events 
and often go on to be successful 
musicians. Once she heard she was 

nominated she put together the bio 
that follows this article.

The Fellow Program has been 
in place for over ten years, but only 
recently has the OMTA begun 
participating. In the last three years 
the OMTA Foundation has raised 
enough funds to participate in the 
Fellow Program and nominate three 
valued members of the OMTA as 
a Foundation Fellow. Funds have 
been raised through the auction 
held at the OMTA Annual Meet-
ing, through direct contributions, 
and other fundraising events, such 
as the Evening of Music event held 
at the historic William J. Autzen 
Home in Portland and the webinar 
donated by Music Teaching Success 
last fall. It is due to the generosity 
and dedication of our members that 
the OMTA has been able to confer 
this honor upon previous Fellows. 
We know the same dedication and 
generosity will allow us to do the 
same for Joan Gathercoal.

The purpose of the MTNA 
Foundation Fund is to support 
programs that nurture the creation, 
performance, study, and teaching 
of music. This national foundation 
provides teacher enrichment grants 
for teachers to study music, state 
and local association grants and 
much more. 

If you would like to make a do-
nation to the OMTA Foundation 
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Fund to support Gathercoal’s nomina-
tion you may make a donation to the 
MTNA (while you are renewing dues) 
and note that the donation is for Joan 

Mary Hulme, and Virginia Bunn.

Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM 
Foundation Chair

From the beginning, music was always 
my twin sister Jean and I playing 
together. I have vivid memories of 
playing duets for USO shows, riding 
out bicycles to our weekly piano lesson, 
and going with our father to our Mon-
day night jazz lesson in a tiny studio 
in the Fine Arts Building in Portland. 
I’ll never forget going to sleep at night 
listening to Mother and Father playing 
duets on the piano — Mother a church 
musician and Father a jazz musician.

Our family’s move to Albany in 
1945 introduced up to OMTA’s syl-
labus exams through our teacher Jane 
Thomas. It was also when the world 
of two-piano music began. When Jean 
and I enrolled in Oregon State College, 
Joseph Brye became our teacher and 
mentor until our graduation in 1955.

My first piano students were in 
Amarillo, Texas, in 1953 where my 
husband was playing in an Air Force 
Band. Our first OMTA meeting was in 
the Eugene District in 1959 when we 

were teaching piano (I in Junction City 
and Jean in Springfield), and studying 
piano with Stacey Green at the Univer-
sity of Oregon. At this time my hus-
band was band director in the Junction 
City Schools and directing a church 
choir where I served as organist.

Membership in OMTA in 1961 
opened many new doors for us. Over 
the years Jean and I served as State Trea-
surers, Linn Benton District Co-Presi-
dents, and State Syllabus Chairpersons 
for six years when we compiled a new 
repertoire list and presented workshops 
for many of the districts. We served 
as Baldwin Awards Chairs, OMTA 
Scholarship Awards Chairs, and Student 
Affiliate Chairs for four years. When we 
were Local Associations Chairs for four 
years we helped to organize two new 
districts (Lincoln County and South 
Coast). We also served on many district 
and state committees. Jean and I also 
had numerous responsibilities for eight 
OMTA State Conventions

Jean and I hold permanent Certifi-
cates of Professional Advancement in 
OMTA as well as National Certification 
and are OMTA Honorary Life Members.

The last thing we did together was 
to develop the Participation Trophy. We 
found that teachers and students were 
not taking advantage of the opportuni-
ties that OMTA membership had to off 
so the Participation Trophy was designed 
to encourage students to take part in 
activities without the stress of grades.

After Jean’s death, I served as 
OMTA President from 1994–96. One 

Joan Gathergoal: My Biography
of my first projects was to use Jean’s 
memorial money for a new edition of 
our syllabus manual and video. Virgin-
ia Buhn of Eugene was chosen to edit 
the manual and write and produce the 
video. The money from the first 400 
videos was used to make the DVDs. 
The money earned from Syllabus 
DVDs was then used to develop the 
Jazz Syllabus and DVD. Gary Ruppert, 
music chair at Linn Benton Commu-
nity College, wrote the original and 
revised syllabus as well as wrote and 
produced the DVD.

As OMTA President, I had the 
opportunity to visit all districts. My 
husband had just finished a book about 
teaching strategies for piano teach-
ers and joined me in the visitations to 
share his new book.

In l998 I had the opportunity to 
participate in Dorothy Fahlman’s Rus-
sian exchange program. I traveled twice 
to Khabarovsk, once to accompany one 
of my students, Amy Wu, who per-
formed with the Khabarovsh Sympho-
ny Orchestra in 2001.

For the past four years I have been 
State Ensemble Chair and for the past 
eight years have been Historian for 
OMTA. 

Jean and I enjoyed and truly ben-
efited from our many years in OMTA, 
always truly grateful for the wonderful 
professional and personal relationships 
that developed from our participation 
in all the meetings and activities of the 
Association. I want to sincerely thank 
all of you. We enjoyed it all.

Gathecoal or send a check directly to 
our treasurer Carolee Harbour (address 
in OMTA Directory). Previous OMTA 
Foundation Fellows are Arlette Irving, 
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President’s Corner

Dear Colleagues,
As my term as your Oregon Music 

Teachers Association President draws to a 
close, I look back over the past two years 
with a grateful heart. I enjoyed seeing good 
friends and meeting many new friends 
during my visits to nearly all the OMTA 
districts. Each district is unique in its inter-
pretation of our common goal of fostering 
excellence in music education. The energy, 
ideas, and camaraderie experienced at the 
local and state level are one of the best ben-
efits of belonging to OMTA.

The opportunity to meet with fellow 
state presidents and other leaders from 
around the country at the MTNA and 
Washington State leadership summits and 
at the national conferences was so helpful in 
fulfilling the duties of this office. I learned 
so much from those who have been active 
in MTNA for many years, as well as from 
the enthusiastic younger members who 
keep our organization alive and vibrant in 
the 21st century.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

I am grateful for the cards, phone calls, 
and kind words in person and via e-mail 
from so many of you. At times voices of 
unhappy members have sounded quite 
loudly, but that was nearly always balanced 
by those who are working to keep OMTA 
a positive, supportive, strong and forward-
looking organization. Thank you, all, for 
your energy and dedication to OMTA. 

Happy Trails,
Susan M. Todd, NCTM 
President, OMTA

Susan Todd, NCTM 
OMTA President
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State News

Fern McArthur, NCTM
OMTA Conference Chair

OMTA Conference
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A TeAcher’s summer renewAl recipe

1 International concert artist
1 World famous pedagogue 
3 Exciting and informative presenters
1 Oregon composer
3 Recitals
3 Student master classes
1 Trip to Tyee Wine Cellars
2 Nights housing rebates from the Nellie Tholen Fund of the OCF 

Add lively conversation with dozens of colleagues.
Mix well with vendor exhibits, free teaching materials, and fine catered cuisine.
Toss in fun raffle prizes and colleague recognitions.
Let simmer & sizzle for 3 days in Corvallis, Oregon.  

Yes, as easy as registering by July 1 and attending the …

OmTA cOnference 2010 
July 22 – 25*

Check the Web site www.Oregonmta.org for registration form,  
daily schedules and general information. See you there!!

* Meetings are scheduled on July 22. Conference begins July 23.

Music For Young Children 

 

Are you looking for a new and exciting music program to incorporate into your piano 

studio? Music for Young Children® may be just what you are looking for! Established in 

1980, MYC® is one of the world's leading music-learning systems — the only child-centered 

program to integrate keyboard, singing, creative movement, rhythm, ear training, sight-reading, 

music theory and composition. Enriching lives through music learning, MYC® brings parents 

and their children together, nurturing family bonds and delivering memorable and thoroughly 

enjoyable co-learning experiences. Online training seminars available.  

 

For information call 1-800-828-4334 or visit us online at myc.com/teaching. 
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State News

Jane Smith
Education Chair

Education Committee

ApplicATiOns DeADlines ApprOAching

The OMTA is fortunate to have had dona-
tions made by forward-thinking and gener-
ous members and their families.  Thanks 
to a number of endowment funds, scholar-
ships are available to students and teachers.

May 31 is the deadline for applications 
for the following scholarships: 

For Teachers:
Roberta Davie Composition Study Grant

For teacher study of composition  
strategies for their studios

Albert Nakata Memorial Study Grant
For teacher study – college or private

Frances and Constance Bittner  
Memorial Grant

For teacher attending pedagogical con-
ference or workshop

For Students:
Jane Thomas Scholarship

For needy students of ordinary as well 
as extraordinary talent

Information about and applications for the 
scholarships are on the Oregon MTA Web 
site (http://oregonmta.org/Forms.html).

All applications must be sent in hard 
copy via U.S. Mail per instructions on the 
application forms. Please do not send ap-
plications in an e-mail. Notification will be 
made by the end of July.

Thank You Notes
If your student received a Jane Thomas 
Scholarship, May 31 is also the deadline for 
sending thank you notes to the donors for 
the scholarship. Please send them to Jane 
Smith, Education Chair, who will send 
them on to the family of Jane Thomas.

July 10 is the deadline for applica-
tions for the Nellie Tholen Endowment 
Fund Grants for assistance with a district 

workshop. The new workshop booklets 
were handed out at the February State 
Board Meeting to district presidents. If 
your district president did not receive a 
copy, contact Jane Smith, who will send 
an electronic copy. For more information, 
see the Web site, as well as the application 
form. All applications must be sent in hard 
copy via U.S. Mail per instructions on the 
application form.

If you’re applying for a Nellie Tholen 
grant, consider applying also for an MTNA 
Foundation Fund Local Association Grant 
Program matching grant. Look on the 
MTNA Web site (http://oregonmta.org/
Forms.html) for more information and 
deadlines.

Department of Music

w i l l a m e t t e u n i v e r s i t y

Become
the Music
Become

the Music

A faculty dedicated to educating the complete musician, 
artist and person.

Music Scholarship Audition 
Dates for Fall 2011
November 13, 2010 
January 22, 2011
February 21, 2011 
February 25, 2011
Schedule an audition: 
503-370-6687

Degree Programs
BA in Music
BM in Composition
BM in Performance
BM in Music Education
Minor in Music
Minor in Arts & Technology

Willamette University • Office of Admission
willamette.edu/admission • 503-370-6303 

willamette.edu/cla/music

OMTA_MarApr10.indd   1 2/2/10   3:46 PM

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Joan Gathercoal, NCTM
Ensemble Festival Co-Chair

ensemble fesTivAl – 2010 DATes

Saturday, December 4 and  
Sunday, December 5

Deadline for district entries  
to state will be:  
Sunday, November 21

There will be two recitals each day: 2:00 
p.m. and 3:30 p.m., with a reception fol-
lowing each recital.

The Russell Tripp Performance Center 
in Takena Hall, LBCC Albany Campus is 
again the side for the 2010 OMTA State 
Ensemble Festival. Linn Benton Commu-
nity College has agreed to host the event.

State News  Ensemble
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The 2010 OMTA Jr. Bach Festival was 
a great success. Forty students played at 
the State Final Event, held at Willamette 
University in Salem Oregon. Teachers from 
around the state were represented. The 
pieces were well prepared and made for an 
exciting recital. Hudson Hall was a beauti-
ful venue for the students and families. I 
want to thank David Ingram for setting up 
the recital with the University.

Following these few suggestions will 
facilitate the success of the 2011 OMTA Jr. 
Bach Festival:

•	 As	soon	as	a	district	chairman	 
accepts the post, please e-mail or call 
the state chairman with your contact 
information. 

•	 Then	contact	the	regional	chairman	
with your contact information. 

•	 All	regional	chairs	should	contact	the	
state chair with dates for the regional 
event and contact information. This 
way there is a communication line. 

Gayle Bland, NCTM
Jr. Bach Festival Chair

State News  Jr. Bach Festival

•	 Set	the	dates	of	your	event	with	all	par-
ties concerned.

On a personal note, I would like to say 
a word about volunteering. The OMTA 
benefits from many volunteers. Every event 
held during the year gives people a chance 
to rub shoulders with others in the busi-
ness of teaching music. We can enhance the 
lives of the students we work with. We can 
find colleagues we can learn from. When 
a person steps out of a comfort zone and 
reaches out to others they grow from the 
experience. We broaden our views on life, 
become compassionate with others and 
their situations, learn to organize our time. 
In helping others we make friendships that 
can last a lifetime. Giving time and effort to 
this association we belong to will increase 
our ability to work with people everywhere.

I look forward to the 2011 OMTA Jr. 
Bach Festival.
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State News  Level 10 Syllabus Recital

Claudia Hegberg
Level X Recital Chair

level X sTATe reciTAls

These recitals will always be once a year, the 
first Sunday in June. The next one will be 
June 6, 2010 (1:00, 2:30 p.m., and 4:00) 
at Sherman Clay, Moe’s Pianos in Down-
town Portland. You and your student may 
choose the piece to be performed (from the 
Level X repertoire and no longer than seven 

minutes). To participate, please mail details 
to Claudia Hegberg by May 22. 

Claudia Hegberg
16920 NW Elkton 
Beaverton, OR 97006

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

State News  Syllabus

Bethany Crosby
Syllabus Chair

I’m pleased to announce we will have a 
three-member team (Aaron Bloom, Ge-
neva Wright, and Heidi Evens) working on 
updating our next version of the OMTA 
Syllabus Manual, which should be available 
in January of 2011 and effective the follow-
ing fall. If you have any suggestions for the 

next edition of the OMTA syllabus manual, 
please send them directly to Aaron at 
abpianolessons@gmail.com. All suggestions 
that are submitted will be reviewed by this 
committee and potentially brought before 
the OMTA Syllabus Committee.

Early one day, a C, an E-flat, and a G go into a bar. The 
bartender says: “Sorry, but we don’t serve minors.” So 
the E-flat leaves, and the C and the G have an open fifth 
between them.

After a few drinks, the fifth is diminished and the G is 
out flat. An F comes in and tries to augment the situation, 
but is not sharp enough.

Later, a D comes into the bar and heads straight for 
the bathroom saying, “Excuse me. I’ll just be a second.” 
Then an A comes into the bar, but the bartender is not 
convinced that this relative of C is not a minor. 

Then the bartender notices a B-flat hiding at the end 
of the bar and exclaims, “Get out, now. You’re the seventh 
minor I’ve found in this bar tonight.”

The E-flat, not easily deflated, comes back to the bar 
the next night in a 3-piece suit with nicely shined shoes. 
The bartender (who used to have a nice corporate job 
until his company downsized) says, “You’re looking sharp 
tonight, come on in! This could be a major development.” 

C MInor In a Bar
Submitted by Shelley Blumberg, Music News Editor

This proves to be the case, as the E-flat takes off the suit, 
and everything else, and stands there au natural. 

Eventually, the C sobers up, and realizes in horror that 
he’s under a rest.

The C is brought to trial, is found guilty of contributing 
to the diminution of a minor, and is sentenced to 10 years of 
DS without Coda at an upscale correctional facility. 

On appeal, however, the C is found innocent of any 
wrongdoing, even accidental, and that all accusations to 
the contrary are bassless. 

The bartender decides, however, that since he’s only 
had tenor so patrons, with the soprano out in the bath-
room, and everything has become alto much treble, he 
needs a rest, and closes the bar. 

You can print this and ask your students to highlight as many 
musical terms as they can find. Or you can simply enjoy it. 
(No, I didn’t write it.) Enjoy the rest of the teaching year and 
your summer.
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These are beautiful trophies that are 
valued by the students. Participation in 
ten OMTA events, with a maximum of 
four events in a teaching year, makes a 
student eligible for a trophy. The specific 
requirements your students’ applying for 
the Participation Trophy are outlined on 
OMTA Web site. This link will get you 
there directly: http://www.oregonmta.org/
images/Participation_Trophy.pdf

An excerpt follows:

Student Guidelines
•	 Points	Required:	10	for	1st	trophy,	20	

for 2nd trophy, 30 for 3rd trophy.

•	 Time	Required:	3	years	minimum	to	
receive the 1st trophy. (Leftover points 
go toward a second or third trophy.)

State News  Participation Trophy

Joanne Sweet
Participation Trophy Chair

•	 Price:	$5.00	for	the	1st	trophy,	$7.50	
for the 2nd and 3rd trophies.

•	 Earning	Points:	1	point	for	par-
ticipating in each state and/or district 
sponsored event, with a maximum of 
four points per year per student. (If a 
student pays but doesn’t participate, no 
point is earned.)

Participation in Syllabus, whether 
Evaluation, Demonstration, or Audition, 
earns 1 point. If the student does not pass, 
the point is still awarded.

When ordering trophies, please keep in 
mind that:

•	 No	trophies	will	be	sold	between	April	
9 and May 15, 2010.

•	 Applications	may	be	sent	to	the	trophy	
chair but no orders will be filled until 
the end of that time period.

•	 Telephone	calls	will	be	returned	after	
May 15.

Thank you.

 Opus  64 /No.  5   •   May /June  2010

Ticket: 503.234.4077 
 www.columbiasymphony.org

Viennese Migrations
april 30, 2010

inés Voglar & 
Joël Belgique

Violin & Viola

Mozart: 
Sinfonia Concertante

Brahms: 
Symphony No. 2

Huw Edwards 
Music Director | Conductor

 

Mary ausplund Tooze TrusT

rose e Tucker chariTable TrusT

herberT a TeMpleTon FoundaTion

Print Sponsor

PORTLAND COLumbiA 
SymPhONy
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State News  Membership

Dr. Julia Hwakyu Lee
Membership Chair

Welcome New Members

OMTA Records 

Let Us Know 
If you have moved or changed your 
e-mail address or phone number.

Get on Our  
E-Mail List

Receive periodic OMTA news and 
a listing of OMTA members’ e-mail 

addresses.

Contact Adam Smith,  
Administrative Assistant at:  
Office@OregonMTA.org  

or 
541-255-2526

 

Linclon District
Amy Waterman

Linn Benton District
Dr. Diane Baxter

Portland District
Jessica Yun 
Mary Rowell

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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A METHOD FOR EVERYONE IS HERE!A METHOD FOR EVERYONE IS HERE!

This new and innovative method was launched at MTNA in a showcase by Dr. Helen Marlais
on March 22, 2010 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

The FJH Music Company Inc.
2525 Davie Road, Suite 360 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33317-7424
PHONE: 800-262-8744  
FAX: 954-382-3073 
EMAIL: info@fjhmusic.com
WEBSITE: www.fjhmusic.com

The Preparatory
and Grade 1 levels

are now available! If you
haven’t received your complimentary
copies of the Lesson and Technique
Book, call, write, email, or register

online at
www.fjhmusic.com/SATPregister

today!

What could be better than Dr. Helen Marlais’
joy-filled and pedagogically sound approach
to teaching the piano combined with top
pedagogical composers and time-tested
classics? Experience this exceptional
new piano method!

• An integrated approach using the strongest pedagogy of today.

• Students learn to read in an ideal way by combining Middle C,
intervallic, and multi-key reading approaches. They learn
intervals early, which promotes excellent reading.

• Students learn to internalize rhythm. In this way, rhythm is
learned like a language—easy when learned young!

• Technique is fully integrated into the Lesson and Technique
Book ensuring that students learn technique correctly
from the beginning!

• Terrific motivational music by multiple composers keeps
the repertoire interesting and varied.

• The Lesson and Technique Book is to be used with
the Recital Book and Theory and Activity Book
for a fun, well-rounded approach to learning
music. A special Merry Christmas Book with
activities, Flash Card Friend, and Sticker
Book are also available for each level!

• The CD’s are innovative as well as
educational. Students even have the
opportunity to hear a live string quartet
as accompaniment!

This method will produce better results and a more satisfying teaching experience!
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District News  Central Oregon

Kathy Gault
Music News Correspondent

Greetings from sunny, snowy, rainy, cold, 
warm, windy (take your pick) Central 
Oregon. As well as trying to keep track of 
our rapidly-changing spring weather, we are 
all busy, trying to keep track of our students’ 
many activities, and our own. In March, 
C.O. member Judy Kamperman led a mem-
orable look back over notes and memories of 
30+ years of OMTA conferences, workshops, 
presentations and master classes. It was an 
inspiring reminder of the wealth of learning 
and experience we have access to as mem-
bers. April brought guest Alma Marianos, 
with a program on “Muczynski Revisited.” 

Early spring also brought our first look 
at the music that will be played at our 2nd 
annual Bend Piano Monster Concert, to be 

held in July. Teachers saw and heard all rep-
ertoire for the concert, and received teacher 
and student information packets. We are 
set for student auditions in May. We would 
like to invite OMTA members from around 
the state to visit beautiful Bend in mid-July, 
to see the concert. Let us know ahead of 
time and we will even find a job for you!

The remainder of our Central Oregon 
program year will feature our own Patti 
Petersen, with a program on “Dealing 
with Performance Anxiety” in May, and a 
presentation by guest Dorothy Fahlman 
in June on “Teaching the Gifted Child.” 
June also brings our Contemporary Music 
Festival, held annually at the Tower Theatre 
downtown, in conjunction with Commu-
nity Music Day. 

The photos show the outside of the 
new COCC Campus Center, home of Wille 
Hall, our new rehearsal/recital hall, as well 
as our using it during Central Oregon Dis-
trict Baroque Festival. This hall was built as 
a dedicated rehearsal space for Central Or-
egon Symphony, from a bequest of a former 
symphony player, Paul Wille. It is available 
for campus and off-campus groups, and has 
views of the Three Sisters to the west, and a 
beautiful 9 foot Steinway grand.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Greetings from the Linn Benton District!
Please join us in congratulating Joan 

Gathercoal for her nomination for Founda-
tion Fellow. Joan has been a huge influence 
in our district over the years and we are 
very proud of her!

We have a lecture and master class 
coming up on Saturday, April 24 from 

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Corvallis. Geisa 
Dutra of Seattle will be offering a presenta-
tion on the Chopin Preludes. There is a 
$10 fee for all non-district teachers and stu-
dents. We would be delighted if you could 
join us! Please phone me for additional 
information: 541-791-1156.

Joy Byers
District President

District News  Linn Benton

Shirley Byrne 
District Scholarship  
Committee Member

District News  Linn Benton Scholarship Winners

guThrie AnD Jenks  
OmTA schOlArship winners

The Linn Benton Chapter of Oregon Music 
Teachers Association is pleased to announce 
winners of the Loene P. Guthrie Scholar-
ships and the Dorothy May Jenks Scholar-
ships. Auditions took place April 3, 2010 in 
Corvallis, Oregon. This year all the win-
ners are high school seniors from Linn and 
Benton Counties.

Recipients of the Loene P. Guthrie 
awards are: Rebecca Lomnicky, $1,000, 
violin and piano, student of Jessica Lambert 
and Joan Gathercoal; Kayla Reiman, $1,000, 
violin, student of Jessica Lambert; Michael 
Grant, $500,voice, student of Tina Bull and 
Carol Nelson; and Tyler McFadden, $500, 
percussion, student of Robert Brudvig and 
Marshall Price. All four of these young musi-
cians attend Corvallis High School and plan 
to teach and perform music.

Recipients of the Dorothy May Jenks 
awards are: Alex Hargreaves, $1,000, violin, 
fiddle and composition, student of Jessica 

Lambert and Sila C. Shaman. Alex is also a 
Corvallis High School senior. A Jenks award 
of $500 went to Jacob Potter, a senior at 
West Albany High School. He is a pianist 
and horn player and is a student of Jill Hick-
enlooper, Larry Johnson and Sara Prunk. 
These musicians plan to continue perform-
ing and studying music in college, but may 
not necessarily teach music as a career. 

These six students are accomplished, 
active musicians, excellent scholars, and 
volunteers in their communities. We are 
confident they will continue to make signifi-
cant contributions to society in many ways, 
especially in music.

The purpose of these awards is to ad-
vance the performance and the teaching of 
music. The auditions were open to all high 
school seniors and college students, who 
came from high schools in Benton, Linn, or 
Lincoln County.
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District News  Roseburg

Marti Magnussen
District Instrument Chair and 
Membership Chair

The Roseburg District held both the Dis-
trict and Regional Junior Bach Festivals at 
the Douglas County Library on Sunday, 
February 14, 2010. We had excellent at-
tendance with 11 students playing non-
competitive and 10 playing in the Com-
petitive Division. In the Regional Division 
Jaron Cannon, student of Sandra Palmer, 
took 1st place, Rebekah Wager, student 
of Charlotte McLauchlin, placed 2nd, 
and Michelle Holcomb, student of Faye 
Rounds, was chosen 3rd. First alternate was 
Hatlyn Har, a student of Arlette Irving. Al-
lison Churchill, student of Marti Magnus-
sen, was 2nd alternate and Katelyn Nelson 
was awarded Honorable Mention. It was a 
wonderful performance by all the students.

Congratulations to Carolee Harbour 
for receiving her National Certification. 
Carolee played a solo recital including 
Italian Concerto in F Major 1st Movement 

by Bach, Sonata #9 Op. 14 #1 in E Major 
by Beethoven, Impromptu, Op.142 #2 by 
Schubert, and First Arabesque by Debussy. 
Carolee is an accomplished teacher and 
also holds the office of the Oregon Mu-
sic Teachers Association State Treasurer. 
Somehow she finds enough time to work at 
the Mercy Medical Center in Roseburg as a 
Registered Nurse. 

Three of our district members at-
tended the MTNA National Conference in 
Albuquerque, taking in many good ideas 
and educational sessions. Highlight of it all 
was to see one of our own, Arlette Irving, 
publicly awarded the honor of MTNA 
Foundation Fellow at the gala and awards 
ceremony. We were indeed proud of her for 
earning this honor. The Foundation funds a 
number of philanthropic causes, including 
teacher enrichment and matching grants for 
state and local affiliates.

Arlette Irving receiving her Fellow Award.  On her left is Gary Ingle, Executive Director and CEO of MTNA, 
and on her right is Brian Chung, president of the MTNA Foundation.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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District News  Portland

Joy Novak
District President

Greetings from OMTA Portland! A lot has 
been happening since you last heard from 
us. Check out the highlights below:

Festival participation remains high.
Hundreds of students participated in our 
recent music festivals, including Novem-
ber’s Classical Festival and February’s 
Baroque Festival, both chaired by Deborah 
Cleaver and Ramona Goddard. We also had 
ample participation in our Ensemble Festi-
val, chaired by OMTA Portland Treasurer 
Cindy Peterson-Peart and Becky Brown; 
as well as the Composition Workshop and 
the Composition Celebration, both chaired 
by 2009–2010 OMTA Composer of the 
Year Dan Brugh. We are looking forward 
to throwing our last two major festivals of 
the school year — the Romantic Festival in 
April, chaired by Sherry Poole-Todd; and 
the Trula Whalen Concerto Competition in 
May, chaired by Paula Watt. 

New online registration system being tested.
OMTA Portland recently entered the test-
ing phase of its new, user-friendlier online 
registration system, Leggiero Software. Web 
developer Jeff Goddard, husband of Ra-
mona Goddard, is developing the system. 
The Goddards have been receiving plenty 
of helpful feedback about the system from 
a volunteer team of teacher testers. We plan 
to debut Leggiero this fall via a live dem-
onstration in downtown Portland. We’re 
hoping to find a presentation venue with 
free Wi-Fi, so that teachers with Wi-Fi-
enabled laptops can attend the presentation 
and follow along with the Goddards as they 
demonstrate how to register for the 2010 
OMTA Portland Classical Festival, which 
will be chaired by Irene Huang. Those 
without laptops will be able to observe and 
take notes. Leggiero Software will replace 
Classical Edge, the previously used online 
registration system. It will also replace the 
e-mailed pdf system which was used for 
registration during the ’09-’10 Baroque, 
Classical, and Romantic festivals.

Student of Linda Appert goes to Nationals.
Christina Arroyo, voice student of OMTA 
Portland member Linda Appert, was re-
cently named the Northwest Regional win-
ner at the MTNA NW Division Competi-
tion and went on to proudly represent the 
Northwest at the MTNA National Finals in 
March. Linda’s student is also the MTNA 
Washington State winner in Senior Voice. A 
junior at Union High School in Vancouver, 
Arroyo has studied voice with Linda for the 
past five years. She has also studied piano 
for 12 years with Judy Ebel of Vancouver. 
Patti Robertson of Tri-Cities, WA, accom-
panied Arroyo at the National Finals.

Fan us on Facebook
OMTA Portland is looking forward to 
launching its new Facebook page in mid 
April. So start searching for us soon, Face-
bookies! We’ll be looking for fans!

 Opus  64 /No.  5   •   May /June  2010

                Baldwin Piano For Sale 
 

♪ 1977 Baldwin Model L 6'3" 

♪ Serial # 220037  

♪ Ebony Satin Finish  

♪ Adjustable Artist Bench  

♪ Price: $9000 

♪ Location Longview, Washington   

♪ Call: Meg Hubbard at 360-431-5520. 

♪ rhubbard@teleport.com 
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Outside Events

2010 Portland International Piano Festival

The highly regarded Portland International Piano Festival will be held July 11–18 this year in Portland, Oregon at the World 
Forestry Center. All about piano, the week’s events include recitals, master classes, lectures, a composition workshop and films. 
This year’s artists include Susan Alexjander, Edward Auer, Hans Boepple, Ann Chang, Angela Cheng, Jenny Linn, Paul Rob-
erts, Di Wu (2009 Van Cliburn Competition finalist), and Andrius Zlabys. Of special interest to music teachers will be two 
wonderful days with famous pedagogue, Ingrid Clarfield. Also included in the week will be a free recital by young artists of 
works by Cascadia Composers. Pianists of all ages, intermediate to professional, are invited to participate in master classes. 

The first 100 OMTA week-pass registrants receive a $115 discount.
For more information and registration please visit www.portlandpiano.org or call 503-228-1388.

Susan Alexjander

Edward Auer

Hans Boepple

Ann Chang

Angela Cheng

Ingrid Clarfi eld

Jenny Lin

Paul Roberts

Di Wu

Andrius Zlabys

PORTLAND INTERNATIONAL
PIANO FESTIVAL

JULY 11 – 18, 2010 
WORLD FORESTRY CENTER

www.portlandpiano.org

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Outside Events

OmTA ADulT plAying clAss

The next adult playing class will be held 
Saturday, June 5, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. at 
Classic Pianos. The class, for students and 
teachers, is non-instructed and is open to 
adult pianists, all other instrumentalists, 
and singers, of all levels, and has no reper-
toire or memorization requirements. The 

two-hour time window is our only limit. 
This is a rare opportunity created especially 
for adult students who want to share music. 
Bring snacks as desired — decaf and regular 
coffee will be provided. If you’ve thought of 
coming and never have, come! We aim to 
provide a warm, supportive environment.. 

Do join us.  

Dennis Burbank
Adult Playing Class Chair

 

Aaron David Miller 

Nationally-renowned 
improviser plays 7:30 pm 
Friday, April 23; teaches 
workshop 9 am-11 Sat. at 
St. Andrew, Beaverton. 
Free-will offering and 
suggested donation.  Also 
sponsored by Portland 
AGO and Mt.Carmel LC. 
Info 503.646-0629
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

Oregon 
Music Teachers 

Association
Fostering Excellence  
in Music Education

Large Print Directory
Some of us have less than perfect eyes. I can supply a copy of the directory in larger print format, 

approximately 125% of normal size for $20. These are offered at cost.  
Please make your check out to Ed Davie. 

Ed Davie, Support Secretary
255 Jessica Drive

Forest Grove, OR 97116-1295
edavie@oregonmta.org

Order OMTA Brochures

The brochure explains in clear, concise language the advantages of studying 
with and OMTA teacher as well as the benefits of becoming a member of 
OMTA, thus making it an ideal vehicle for recruiting students and new  
members or for publicizing the organization.

Brochures are 4 for $1 plus shipping.
Contact Adam Smith at 541-255-2526 or Office@OregonMTA.org for ship-
ping costs for your order. Brochures are free to districts for official OMTA 
business, but shipping costs may still apply.

Name              

Address               

City        Zip           

Phone        E-mail       
 
How many brochures do you want?           

If this order is for your district, which district?       

Make check payable to: OMTA
Mail to: Adam Smith 
  OMTA Administrative Assistant 
  855 West First Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Supplementary Materials
 

 

 
 
 

OMTA 
SUPER SCALES A LA SYLLABUS 

 
 

Revised March 2009! 
Music Notation in All Keys 

Major & Minor Scales, Chords, 
Arpeggios, Progressions, Modes 

 
 

Levels 1, 2, 3 Book 1          $20.00 
Levels 4, 5, 6 Book 2          $20.00 
Levels 7, 8, 9 Book 3          $20.00 
Postage; 1 book                   $2.50 

                 Postage; 2 or 3 books         $3.00 
 
 
 

Make checks payable to OMTA 
 
 

Mail to; Eileen Knox   
3734 NW 144th Place 
Portland, OR 97229 

503-466-2964 
EileenKnox@verizon.net 

 

 

 
 

Music Notation in all keys for each 
 level of the  

OMTA Syllabus Program 
  
 

Order Form 
 
 
Levels  1, 2, 3 in Bk 1            $20.00  
Levels  4, 5, 6 in Bk 2            $20.00  
Levels  7, 8, 9 in Bk 3            $20.00  
      Postage for 1 book           $  2.50  
      Postage for 2 or 3 bks      $  3.00 
 
Please send: Qt          _______  Levels  1, 2, 3 
 
                          _______  Levels  4, 5, 6 
 
                           _______ Levels  7, 8, 9 
   
Total Number of Bks:  _______ 
 
Total Cost of Books     $_______________ 
 
Postage:                        $_______________ 
 
TOTAL CHECK:              $______________ 
 
OMTA Teacher:_____________________ 
 
Ship To:___________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________ 
 
City, St, Zip:_______________________ 
 
 
 

Please make check payable to OMTA 
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

SYLLABUS SUPPLIES

Syllabus manuals for piano, strings, woodwinds, Celtic harp, guitar, and jazz piano are available for 
purchase. Also available are the current repertoire lists. Prices and shipping costs are as follows:

                   Members                Non-members
Piano Syllabus    $10.00 $15.00
Jazz Piano Syllabus $5.00 $10.00
String $5.00 $10.00
Woodwinds $5.00 $10.00
Celtic Harp $5.00 $10.00
Guitar $5.00 $10.00

Repertoire lists:
     Lower Division (New! 2007) $10.00 $15.00
     Upper Division $4.00 $8.00

Shipping:
     Orders totaling   $5.00, add $1.25
     Orders totaling $10.00, add $2.50
     Orders totaling $15.00, add $3.50
     Orders totaling $20.00, add $4.50

Please send your checks, made out to OMTA to
Adam Smith, Administrative Assistant

855 West First Avenue
Eugene, OR 97402

(541) 255-2526

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Syllabus Video Order Form

OMTA Supplementary Materials

The Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

PIANO SYLLABUS with Virginia Hawley Buhn
A Professional Course of Study on DVD

The OMTA Piano Syllabus is an outline of study de-
signed to provide students with a thorough background 
in keyboard skills, musical understanding and perfor-
mance ability. The DVDs offer ideas and methods for 
implementing the syllabus as a basis for learning and 
performance. 

The original VCRs were developed by Virginia Buhn 
in 1996 and have sold more than 1200 copies. The new 
DVDs follow the course outline of the OMTA Syllabus 
Book and are designed to help piano teachers prepare 
students for a successful evaluation.

JAZZ PIANO SYLLABUS with Gary Ruppert
A Professional Course of Study on DVD

The OMTA Jazz Piano Syllabus was developed by 
Gary Ruppert in the mid 1980s. A revision, done in the 
summer of 2003, was based on feedback received from 
teachers, students, and adjudicators who used the first 
version. Their comments and encouragement have been 
of inestimable value

This DVD is meant to help teachers and their stu-
dents navigate the various levels of the Jazz Syllabus and 
discover the joys of studying jazz piano.

Submitting Articles and Ads

Please send articles, ads and accompanying graphics (in 
TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format) to me via e-mail at 
shelley.bl@verizon.net. MS Word attachments are best. 

1/4 column ads (and articles about events which  
require an admission fee or tuition): 

 $10.00 for members 
 $25.00 for non-members

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Contact me for amounts.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is always helpful 
and appreciated.

Thank you. 
Shelley Blumberg, Music News Editor

Sept/Oct Aug. 1
Nov/Dec Oct. 1
Jan/Feb  Dec.1

Mar/Apr Feb. 1
May/June Apr. 1

Issues Deadlines

Piano Syllabus DVDs (set of 2) $20.00 $25.00

Jazz Piano Syllabus $15.00 $20.00

Postage $3.00 $3.00

Non-OMTA Member 
Price Each

OMTA Member 
Price Each Quantity SubtotalItem

All proceeds go to the Jean Baines Proctor Memorial Fund. Total:

See order from below. 
Make checks or money orders payable to:  

OMTA, Joan B. Gathercoal, NCTM 
3328 SW Chintimini Avenue, Corvallis, OR 97333-1529 

Phone: 541-752-4732
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

OMTA MERIT CERTIFICATES

OMTA merit certificates are available to OMTA instructors and are earned by students who have com-
pleted a minimum of 30 lessons during the current teaching year.

These attractive, parchment-like half-sheet certificates are stamped with the OMTA embossed seal. Levels 
2 through 14 are further enhanced by gold seals and colored ribbons. (A level represents a year of study and 
is not related to Syllabus levels.) The determination of the level of each student’s award and all record keep-
ing are the teacher’s responsibilities. The student’s name and level, and the teaching season (2007-2008) will 
be printed on the certificate. Certificates are stamped with the signature of OMTA President, Susan Todd, 
and there is a space for the teacher to sign. They are usually given in May or June and should be ordered three 
weeks in advance of the time the teacher wants to give them to students. You may pre-order via e-mail.

Guidelines for Ordering:
1. List the quantity of certificates desired for each level with each student’s name typed or clearly printed.
2. Indicate the date you need the certificates (remember to allow 3 weeks).
3. Include a check or money order payable to OMTA (50 cents per certificate).
4. Include a copy of your current membership card.
5. All orders must be received by Fen-Fang Tsao, Merit Certificate Chair, by May 1, 2010.

For more information, contact Fen-Fang:
fragrance888@hotmail.com

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Additional Study Guides

SYLLABUS STUDY SHEETS

Revised: 2006 version now available 
from Ed Davie. 

Phone: 503-357-3185 
E-mail: edavie@oregonmta.org

The price for one set of Levels I–X (10 sheets)
 is $12.00 + $5.00 p & h.

The purchase price includes copy 
rights for your own studio.

All proceeds are donated to the Roberta Davie Memorial 
Composition Scholarship.

For more information, 
contact Ed Davie and ask for an explanation sheet.

PIANO SYLLABUS AIDS (2006–2008)

Copies of the most recent (2006–2008) rhythm-reading and sight-reading examples used during exams for Levels 1–10 are 
now available for reference in preparing students for their exams. These are not the examples currently being used during 
exams. If you would like to have a set, send a $3.00 check (to cover Xerox and mailing costs) made out to Lisette Sage and 
mailed to her at 15240 SW Obsidian St., Beaverton, OR 97007-8949. (Earlier copies from 2001–2003 as well as 2004–2006 
are also still available for $3.00 each.) Please be sure to specify which set(s) you would like to have.

The following materials are privately produced by some of our members for your benefit.
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OMTA Chairs 2008–2010

CERTIFICATION
Chair: Patti Widener, NCTM 

EDUCATION
Chair: Jane Smith 

JuniOr bAch fesTivAl
Gayle L. Bland 

ensemble fesTivAl
Co-Chair: Joan Gathercoal, NCTM 
and
Co-Chair: Arthur Baines

meriT cerTificATes
Fen Fang Tsao 

pArTicipATiOn TrOphy
Joanne H. Sweet 

sTuDenT cOmpOsiTiOn
celebrATiOn 
Nicola Curry

cOmpOser Of The yeAr seArch 
Dr. Matt Cooper, NCTM

FINANCE
Chair: Carol A. White, NCTM 

TreAsurer
Carolee Harbour 

AssisTAnT TreAsurer 
Bev McDaniel, NCTM

buDgeT 
Gloria Dakin, NCTM 

grAnT wriTer 
Carol A. White, NCTM 

OmTA/mTnA fOunDATiOn 
Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM 

LEGISLATIVE PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Chair: Geneva Wright, NCTM 

MEMBERSHIP 
Chair: Dr. Julia Hwakyu Lee 

lOcAl AssOciATiOns 
Janet Swartz, NCTM 

prOvisiOnAl members 
Cherise da Cunha, NCTM 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Chair: Mary Hulme, NCTM 

eThics 
Becky Brown

hisTOriAn
Joan Gathercoal, NCTM 

inDepenDenT music 
TeAchers fOrum 
Lynne Hall 

musiclink 
Mary Hulme, NCTM 

universiTy liAisOn 
Barbara Roberts, NCTM 

PUBLICATIONS 
Chair: Dr. Bonnie M. Esbensen 

DirecTOry 
Co-Chair: Kelli B. Stephens 
and
Co-Chair: Suzanne Hamlin

music news eDiTOr 
Shelley R. Blumberg 

OregOn musiciAn eDiTOr 
Lisette Sage

web siTe cOOrDinATOr 
Craig Hanson 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Chairs 2008–2010

SCHOLARSHIP COMMISSION 
Co-Chair: Kelli B. Stephens 
and
Co-Chair: Paula Watt 

STATE CONFERENCE 
Chair: Fern McArthur, NCTM 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE  
COMPETITIONS 

Chair: Susan Todd, NCTM

mTnA JuniOr high 
Grace Waites

mTnA seniOr high 
Susan Todd, NCTM

mTnA yOung ArTisT
cOmpeTiTiOn 
Kenneth F Willson

mTnA chAmber music 
Joan Wall

mTnA cOmpOsiTiOn 
cOmpeTiTiOn 
Daniel A. Brugh 

SYLLABUS 
Chair: Beth Crosby
and
Asst. Chair: Cherise da Cunha, NCTM 

ADJuDicATOr AssignmenTs 
Aaron Bloom, NCTM 

ADJuDicATOr cerTificATiOn 
Carol A. White, NCTM 

level X reciTAl 
Claudia A. Hegberg 

new ADJuDicATOr
ApplicATiOns 
Margaret Littlehales, NCTM 

reperTOire reference 
Carol Ratzlaf, NCTM 
and
Kelli B. Stephens  

sighT reADing 
Geneva R. Wright, NCTM 

The link below offers descriptions of the geographical areas each district 
encompasses, and the opportunity to contact the chairs:

http://www.oregonmta.org/directory-local.html  
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President
Susan M. Todd, NCTM

President Elect
Fern McArthur, NCTM

Immediate Past President
Gloria H. Dakin, NCTM

Secretary
Lucy A. Watts

Treasurer
Carolee Harbour

Assistant Treasurer 
Beverly J. McDaniel, NCTM

OMTA 2008–2010 Officers

OMTA 2008–2009 District 

Blue Mountain
Joanne Sweet

Central Oregon
Mariann Slavkovsky

Eugene
Carolyn McHan

Klamath Basin
Dan Conrad

Lincoln County
Jess Smith

Linn-Benton
Joy France Byers

McMinnville
David Ingram

Mid-Columbia
E.J. Howe

Portland
Joy Novak

Rogue Valley
Pat Daly

Roseburg
Marge Connet

Salem
Denise Steinbach, NCTM

Tualatin Valley
Susan Marandas

Umatilla-Morrow
Carolyn Mayer, NCTM

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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