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OMTAMusic
News

2010 OMTA Conference
Update/Alert … We thank the Mid-
Columbia District for so generously 
offering to host the OMTA 2010 
State Conference in The Dalles; 
however, due to complications with 
dates and facilities, we have found 
it necessary to change dates and 
venue. Mark your calendars for: 

OMTA State Conference 2010
July 22 – July 25

Oregon State University
LaSells Center

I know you are all interested in 
knowing who will be our Confer-
ence Artist. He received the B. 
Mus from Oberlin, M. Mus. and 
D.M.A. from the University of 
Texas at Austin, and one of a few 
who studied with Vladimir Horow-
itz through the Mannes School in 
New York. He also studied with 
Adele Marcus at Julliard and John 
Perry at the University of Texas. 

In 1984, our Conference Artist 
was chosen as one of four pianists 
to tour abroad as “Cultural Am-
bassador.” Besides receiving first 
prizes in the first American Chopin 
Competition (1975), the Washing-
ton International Competition in 
DC (1973), the American Music 
Scholarship Competition in Cin-
cinnati (1973), and the Kosciuszko 
Foundation Chopin Competition 
in New York (1972), he has also 
received laureate honors in the 
Three Rivers Piano Competition 
in Pittsburgh (1980) and was one 
of the few American pianists to 
have received laureate honors in the 
International Chopin Competi-

tion in Warsaw, Poland (1975). He 
has performed in recitals and with 
symphony orchestras throughout 
the country as well as in Poland, 
France, Hungary, Rumania, Malta, 
Egypt, Finland and Cyprus. 

We are pleased and excited to 
welcome Dr. Dean Kramer as our 
Conference Artist. We are proud 
to claim him as “Oregon’s own”—
being Associate Professor of Piano 
at the University of Oregon and a 
member of OMTA. Dr. Kramer will 
conduct a Master Class and perform 
in recital a program of Chopin in 
the composer’s 200th year. 

Also planned are presentations 
addressing pedagogical subjects 
including technique, repertoire, 
jazz piano, collaborative music 
and more. Presenters are being 
confirmed at this point. Further 
information will be available on the 
OMTA Web site in January.

We realize our Conference is 
scheduled on the heels of the Port-
land Piano International Festival, 
so we hope you will consider the 
month of July as a valuable month 
to further your teacher education 
on many levels and enjoy the com-
pany of your colleagues. Registra-
tion fee will be $100 (a bargain at 
$33 per day). The Hilton Garden 
Inn has given us a reduced rate 
of $104 per night, and we hope 
to receive a grant from the Nellie 
Tholen Fund of the Oregon Com-
munity Foundation to offer hous-
ing rebates to our attendees. 

See you in July! 
—Fern McArthur, NCTM
OMTA Conference Chair
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President’s Corner

Dear Colleagues,

How are you finding OMTA these days? 
Are you setting aside the time of your local 
district’s regular meeting so you can be 
there to learn something new, connect with 
your fellow teachers, and find ways to be 
involved? Are you preparing your students 
for Syllabus and other programs offered in 
your district? Are you considering tak-
ing the steps to become nationally certi-
fied, bringing your studio to a new level 
of excellence? Are you planning to attend 
our National Conference in Albuquerque, 
or saving up for the 2011 Conference in 
Wisconsin or the 2012 Conference in New 
York City? Have you marked your summer 
calendar with the dates of our State Confer-
ence? Note: be sure to read Fern’s article for 
an important conference update.

As I think about our fine organization 
and all it has to offer, I sometimes wonder 
if the members are able to connect in a way 
that is meaningful for them. If you are con-
nected, active and involved, that is great. If 
you are struggling to find the connection, 
will you consider what will make that road 
more clear for you? Your students and you 
will benefit from your active membership, 
so give that question some thought, and 
share your ideas with your local and state 
leaders. I wish you all an involved, active 
and satisfying musical year.

Happy Trails,
Susan M. Todd, NCTM
President, OMTA

Susan Todd, NCTM 
OMTA President
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The 2009 MTNA/OMTA competitions 
were held on the campus of Eastern Oregon 
University in La Grande, on Saturday, Oc-
tober 24th. There were thirty-three original 
entrants, but for various reasons such as the 
flu, there were twenty-three performances.

The judges were Dr. Gerald Berthi-
aume, senior piano and young artists; Dr. 
Del Parkinson, junior piano; Benjamin 
Gish, senior strings, and young artists; and 
Katie Fetz, junior woodwinds.

Congratulations to the following stu-
dents and their teachers:

Junior Piano
Megan Yip, Winner 
student of Dorothy Fahlman

Sherry Liang, Alternate 
Student of Barbara Parker

Vivia Chi, Honorable Mention 
Student of Barbara Parker

Richard Lu, Honorable Mention
Student of Lena Vozheiko-Wheaton

Kristin Qian, Honorable Mention
Student of Jean-david Coen

State News

Lanetta Paul, NCTM
Competitions Chair

MTNA/OMTA Competitions Results

Junior Woodwinds
Sierra Schmeltzer, flute, Winner
Student of Sandy Duffy Norman

Kendra Johnson, flute, Alternate
Student of Sandy Duffy Norman

Senior Piano
Fred Lu, Winner,
Student of Carol Rich

Kai Talim, Alternate
Student of Kelli Stephens

Karen Huan, Honorable Mention
Student of Susan Smith

Tram Bui, Honorable Mention
Student of Barbara Parker

Young Artist Piano
Evanee Terrall, Winner
Student of Susan Smith

Colin Shepard, Alternate
Student of Lisa Marsh

Elizabeth Flick, Honorable Mention
Student of Lisa Marsh

Senior Piano Winner, Fred Lu, and Alternate, Kai Talim.Junior Piano Alternate, Sherry Liang and Winner, Megan Yip.
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Senior Strings
Joshua Melander, violin, Winner
Student of Kathryn Gray

Brandon Garbot, violin, Alternate
Student of Clarisse Atcherson

Maria Shim, cello, Honorable Mention
Student of Steven Pologe

Young Artist Strings
Joseph Howe, cello, Winner
Student of Steven Pologe

Joshua Koller, cello, Alternate
Student of Steven Pologe

Five students were single entrants in a cat-
egory and will automatically advance to the 
Division Competition. These students will 
represent Oregon in their categories:

Junior Strings
Jason Liu, violin
Student of Kathryn Gray

Senior Brass
Nicolas Cardona, french horn
Student of Sandy Duffy Norman

Young Artist Strings Winner, Joseph Howe and Alternate, Joshua Mark Koeller. Joshua Melander, violin, Senior Strings winner

Senior Voice
Cara Gabrielson, soprano
Student of Michael Barnes

Senior Woodwind
Emily Potter, flute
Student of Sandy Duffy Norman

Young Artist Woodwind
Jeremy Curtis, oboe
Student of Amy Goeser Kolb

After the competition, eight students 
agreed to stay and play in an Honor’s Recit-
al. It was wonderful to hear those talented 
pianists and string players in a final concert. 
We held a short reception afterward, and 
everyone seemed very pleased.

The competition flowed very smoothly, 
thanks to the help of Susan Todd, Matt 
Cooper, and all the inside and outside door 
monitors. The Blue Mountain District and 
Eastern Oregon University enjoyed hosting 
this event, and have gained new respect for 
all the work continually done by the state 
officers and committee chairs.

Thank you!

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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State News

Patti Widener, NCTM
Certification Chair

Certification

Greetings fellow teachers!

We are approaching year’s end, and with 
that, the end of applying for National 
Certification under the current program. 
Many teachers have decided to just “do 
it” and sent in applications for the current 
program. Some are taking exams and wait-
ing for results. Several teachers are already 
preparing for the new program as well. 
Exciting times!

As the holidays are upon us, time is 
of the essence if you still plan to apply for 
National Certification under the current 
program before the end of the year. Official 
college transcripts and letters of reference 
are required and your application must be 
postmarked by December 31. You then 
have two years to complete your process.

The new program is right around the 
corner. You may apply beginning January 1, 
2010. While the process has changed, the 
core standards are the same. The following 
is taken from the MTNA Web site:

The program is based upon a set of five 
standards defining what a competent music 
teacher should know and be able to do: 

•	 Standard	I:	Professional	Preparation	

•	 Standard	II:	Professional	Teaching	 
Practices	

•	 Standard	III:	Professional	Business	 
Management 

•	 Standard	IV:	Professionalism	and	 
Partnerships	

•	 Standard	V:	Professional	and	Personal	
Renewal 

The new certification program con-
sists of five teaching projects, done in 
consecutive order. This replaces transcript 
evaluations and testing. Completing these 
projects will certainly cause you to evaluate 

your teaching and facilitate personal and 
professional growth.

What could be a better goal for 2010?
Please take advantage of the certifi-

cation section on MTNA Web site for 
information. The tab is at the very top of 
the page. On the certification home page 
there are menus and pdfs to browse on the 
current program and the new program.

We will have a winter or spring testing 
date in Portland-TBA, and possibly one 
on Roseburg in April. There is testing at 
the National Conference in Albuquerque 
in March, and then at our Oregon State 
conference in August. 

Happy Holidays!
Yours for Certification,
Patti Widener, NCTM

Department of Music

w i l l a m e t t e u n i v e r s i t y

Become
the Music
Become

the Music

A faculty dedicated to educating the complete musician, 
artist and person

Office of Admission • Willamette University
900 State Street, Salem, OR 97301
503-370-6303 or 1-877-LIBARTS

willamette.edu/cla/music

DEGREE PROGRAMS
BA in Music
BM in Composition
BM in Performance
BM in Music Education
Minor in Music
Minor in Arts & Technology

MuSic SchOlARShiP 
AuDitiOn DAtES 
FOR FAll 2010
January 23, 2010
February 15, 2010

Schedule an audition:  
503-370-6687
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State News  Fundraising Events

Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM
Foundation Chair

OMTA FundrAisers A rOAring success!
If you missed the fabulous fundraising 
events these last few weeks take a minute 
and read on, because you won’t want to 
miss the next fundraising event!

Ringering and Wheeler piano duo per-
formed a magnificent concert for the guests 
of the OMTA Wine and Music event that 
was held Sunday, October 25 at the Austen 
Lumber Baron historic mansion in NE Port-
land. The Miller family, who owns the 10,000 
square foot mansion, was kind enough to 
open their home to the members and friends 
of the OMTA for this wonderful event.

The musical focus of the evening was 
the Rhonda Ringering and Molly Wheeler 
piano duo. The dynamic duo played a 
variety of fabulous piano music, including 
a few selections from their newly released 
debut CD titled “2 to Tango.” The duo 

generously donated their services to per-
form for the OMTA Foundation fundraiser 
despite the fact that they had played the 
night before to a standing-room-only audi-
ence. Thank you so much to Rhonda and 
Molly for sharing their time and talent. 
If you missed the evening, please visit the 
Ringering-Wheeler Web site to see a video 
of one of their performances.

http://www.ringeringwheelerduo.
com/?page_id=11

You can purchase and listen to the CD here:
http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/ringering-
wheeler 

The second fundraising event was 
donated by Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM, and 
her business Music Teaching Success. 
This seminar, held live on the internet on 

Event attendees thoroughly enjoyed the program presented by Rhonda Ringering (left) and Molly Wheeler.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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November 11, was jam packed full of easy 
to implement strategies for reducing your 
workload, taming your busy schedule, and 
improving marketing business skills to 
recruit more students. 

There was even time for participants to 
ask questions about specific challenges they 
were having in their teaching studio. 

The event was so successful that there will 

be an encore presentation of the “Tame Your 
Busy Schedule and Become a Recruiting Pow-
erhouse” on Wednesday, December 16, 10 
to 11:30 a.m. All proceeds from the second 
presentation will also go to the OMTA! So if 
you missed the event the first time or want to 
attend again you can register at:

http://www.musicteachingsuccess.com/
fund-raiser-event/

Post concert smiles shared by Margo Foeller, pianist Molly Wheeler and Portland District President Joy Novak

Opus  64 /No.  3   •  January /February  2010
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educATiOn repOrT

nellie ThOlen WOrkshOp presenTers

Some clinicians in the current Nellie 
Tholen workshops booklet may wish to 
change or add to their offerings. Letters 
will go out to clinicians listed in the cur-
rent booklet in early January, with Febru-
ary 15 being the deadline for updated or 
new information. The new booklet will be 
available at the next State Board Meeting in 
February.

State News  Education

Jane Smith
Education Chair

Clinicians must either be a current or 
past college teacher, and/or hold national 
OMTA certification. If you or someone you 
know wishes to be considered as a clinician, 
send a brief bio, workshop description(s), 
length, and fee to Jane Smith, OMTA Edu-
cation chair. (janemendenhallsmith@yahoo.
com; 22970 N.E. Hwy. 240, Newberg, OR 
97132)

State News  Syllabus Recital

Claudia Hegberg
Level X Recital Chair

level X sTATe reciTAls

These recitals will always be once a year, the 
first Sunday in June. The next one will be 
June 6, 2010 (1:00, 2:30 p.m., and 4:00) at 
Sherman Clay, Moe’s Pianos in Downtown 
Portland. You and your student may choose 
the piece to be performed (from the Level 

X repertoire and no longer than 7 minutes). 
To participate, please mail details to Clau-
dia Hegberg by May 22. 

Claudia Hegberg
16920 NW Elkton 
Beaverton, OR 97006

Music For Young Children 

 

Are you looking for a new and exciting music program to incorporate into your piano 

studio? Music for Young Children® may be just what you are looking for! Established in 

1980, MYC® is one of the world's leading music-learning systems — the only child-centered 

program to integrate keyboard, singing, creative movement, rhythm, ear training, sight-reading, 

music theory and composition. Enriching lives through music learning, MYC® brings parents 

and their children together, nurturing family bonds and delivering memorable and thoroughly 

enjoyable co-learning experiences. Online training seminars available.  

 

For information call 1-800-828-4334 or visit us online at myc.com/teaching. 

 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s



 9

State News  Membership

Dr. Julia Hwakyu Lee
OMTA Membership Chair

Welcome New Members
Eugene District
Melossa Norland

Linn-Benton District
DeLane Miller

Portland District
Paige Whaley

Portland/Tualatin  
     Valley District

Deanna McRae
Anne Mattews

Tualatin Valley District
Megan Biggi

OMTA Records 

Let Us Know 
If you have moved or changed your 
e-mail address or phone number.

Get on Our  
E-Mail List

Receive periodic OMTA news and 
a listing of OMTA members’ e-mail 

addresses.

Contact Adam Smith,  
Administrative Assistant at:  
Office@OregonMTA.org  

or 
541-255-2526

Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
David Hattner, Conductor and Music Director

portland youth philharmonic

3.13.10
SAint-SAenS

introduction and Rondo Capriccioso,  
natally Okhovat, PYP 2009-2010 

Concerto Competition winner

SHOStAkOviCH  
Symphony no. 5 

5.01.10
Pacific Youth Choir

POulenC  
Gloria

America’s first youth orchestra.  

Opus  64 /No.  3   •  January /February  2010
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District News  Central Oregon

Kathy Gault
Music News Correspondent

After our annual holiday potluck and Piano 
Monster Concert preview in December, 
Central Oregon District members will take 
a well-earned winter break before beginning 
teaching again in the new year. 

Member Carolyn Miccolis will present 
a follow up program on last year’s fascinat-
ing presentation on late 20th Century/
early 21st Century music. Ears are cocked 
and minds are braced for new sounds and 
interesting adventures in listening. The 
February program will be presented by 
guest Diane Allen, principal violinist with 

the Central Oregon Symphony, on Brain 
Gym: Simple Movements that Stimulate 
Brain Function. Also during January and 
February, pianist members will be attend-
ing workshops to hear and see the reper-
toire for the 2010 Monster Concert, in 
preparation for choosing music for their 
students to learn. 

In these short, cold days of our High 
Desert winter, we look forward to coming 
together for musical fellowship, learning 
and sharing.

Ensemble Festival performers, Kyle Ruggles and James Bridges, students of Pamela Hughes

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Greetings from Linn-Benton District. Our 
district just finished a very successful En-
semble Festival with 60 groups performing. 
On December 5 and 6, our district hosted 
the State Ensemble Festival at Linn-Benton 
Community College.

Thanks to the help of the Nellie 
Tholen Fund, we had a wonderful master 
class in October, given by Dr. Alexandre 
Dossin on Kabalevsky. In November, our 

State President, Susan Todd, gave us an 
informative talk on studio policies and 
OMTA information.

On Saturday, April 24, 2010, from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Geisa Dutra of 
Seattle will be presenting a master class 
on the Chopin Preludes. There will be a 
$10 fee for all non-district teachers and 
students. Please phone me for additional 
information: (541) 791-1156.

Joy Byers
District President

District News  Linn-Benton

District News  Roseburg

Marti Magnussen
District Instrument Chair and 
Membership Chair

The Roseburg district is starting off our 
new year with several events to look for-
ward to. This will be a busy year for our 
OMTA teachers along with their students. 

One of our exceptional teachers, Arlette 
Irving, who lives in Roseburg and still 
teaches at UCC, has been nominated and 
accepted as a MTNA Foundation Fellow. 
This is quite an honor, the recipients being 
chosen with great care. We couldn’t be more 
proud to be friends with such an accom-
plished teacher and to claim her as one of 
our own.

At our first meeting of the year in 
September we welcomed, Geneva Wright, 
State Parliamentarian, who gave the teach-
ers a presentation on “Strategies to Prepare 
for Syllabus.” This is a subject of great value 
and we all want to present this information 
to our students. It helps the teachers mo-
tivate students who want to take part and 

succeed in the music they have selected.
In November, Alexandre Dossin pre-

sented a Lecture/Master Class for advanced 
students that was held at the Douglas 
County Library in Roseburg. The public 
was invited to attend. After the lecture, he 
gave a master class for two selected students.

Our District Ensemble recital was held 
on November 21, 2009. Several students 
were selected to play in the OMTA State 
Ensemble Festival December 5th and 
6th: Four students of Faye Rounds played 
Enchanted Isle on two pianos: Cally Tovey, 
Mariela Renquist, Angela Holcomb, and 
Alexi Hall. Also students of Faye Rounds 
were Leah Alliman and Michelle Holcomb, 
playing Rhapsody in D Minor by Ralph 
Federer. Angela and Allison Churchill, stu-
dents of Marti Magnussen, played Prelude 
in C# Minor by Rachmaninof. 

Happy Holidays to you all. 

Opus  64 /No.  3   •  January /February  2010
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District News  Tualatin Valley

Nancy Brown 
District Secretary

The Festival of Ribbons and Ensemble Fes-
tival were held on November 7, 2009. Each 
student received a certificate, participation 
ribbon and comments from an adjudicator. 
Our chairperson was Kristen Cichoski and 
our adjudicators were Jill Hickenlooper, 
Velma Schludermann and Denise Steinbach. 

On December 11 we enjoyed our an-
nual Christmas brunch. Members of our 
playing class provided delightful back-
ground music. Following the brunch and 
business meeting we held our Fall Honors 
Recital for Syllabus and Ensemble Festival 
winners.

We have an exciting program planned 
following our January business meeting. 
First, Eileen Knox will give a presentation 

on how to use Super	Scales	a	la	Syllabus	
effectively. Following that, Heidi Evans will 
discuss the characteristics of Contempo-
rary music and explain what adjudicators 
consider to be appropriate Contemporary 
literature. Lastly, members of our playing 
class will perform Contemporary literature 
at different grade levels with an emphasis 
on music that is accessible and interesting 
for students. 

In February our program will feature 
Jan Mittelstaedt, sharing her most success-
ful studio ideas.

Members of our district enjoy working 
and learning together. We meet the second 
Friday of each month at Tigard Christian 
Church.

School of Technology for the Blind and Visually Impaired  

“The Piano Hospital” 

 

Dear OMTA Members: 

 

If you are looking for a piano tuner or a modestly-priced used 

piano, I encourage you to check out the “Piano Hospital” in 

Vancouver WA. 

 Founded in 1949, the school educates blind and visually impaired students in the 

field of piano technology, from tuning and repairing pianos to the tools needed to 

effectively run a business. Over 80% of its graduates have lasting careers in piano 

technology. Compared to the 32% national employment rate for blind and visually 

impaired work-age individuals, this is an outstanding achievement! 

 To help fund their program, the Piano Hospital has a small showroom for used 

pianos. They also provide tuners in the Portland/Vancouver area. Help support this 

wonderful school by using their tuning service or visiting their showroom!  

 OMTA members referring students to the school to buy a fully reconditioned 

piano will receive a free piano tuning if the student buys a piano. OMTA members who 

reference this notice when calling for a piano tuning will receive a 10% discount. (360-

693-1511; www.pianotuningchool.org) 

 

Barbara Roberts, NCTM 

Board Member, Piano Hospital  

 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Outside Events

OMTA AdulT plAying clAss

Please note a schedule change in the 
2009–2010 OMTA adult playing class 
series. On Saturday, Feb. 6, 2010, the 
class will be held at 10:30 a.m. at Classic 
Pianos. The class, for students and teach-
ers, is non-instructed and is open to adult 
pianists, all other instrumentalists, and 
singers, of all levels, and has no repertoire 
or memorization requirements. The two-

hour time window is our only limit. This 
is a rare opportunity created especially for 
adult students who want to share music. 
Bring snacks as desired—decaf and regular 
coffee will be provided. If you’ve thought of 
coming and never have, come! We aim to 
provide a warm, supportive environment. 

Do join us.  

Dennis Burbank
Adult Playing Class Chair

The Novus Via                       CN/SMS

HEY J.S., WHAT’S UP? THAT’S GREAT, HOW COME?

OH, I’M JUST 
WRITING SOME NEW 

MUSIC FOR MY STUDIO.

CARL, J.C., 
ANNA … THEY ALL LOVE 

TO PRACTICE WHEN THEY CAN 
RELATE TO THE MUSIC, BUT I 
WANT THEM TO LEARN ALL 

THEIR CORE SKILLS TOO ...

CALL ME OLD-
FASHIONED, BUT MUSIC 

SHOULD BE INSPIRING AS 
WELL AS EDUCATIONAL!

american popular piano
Christopher Norton and Scott McBride Smith

• New, original works offering diverse popular 
styles to captivate and inspire

• 11 Progressive Levels featuring Repertoire, 
Etudes, Improvisation, Technic, and Skills

• Based on the latest pedagogical research for 
core pianistic and musical skill development

POPULAR STYLES,
TRADITIONAL SKILLS …

I LOVE IT!

www.NVmusicgroup.com
(877) 373-7520

american popularpiano

created by
scott mcbride smith

series composer
christopher norton

popular
styles!

traditional
skills!

6

SKILLS
american popularpiano

created by
scott mcbride smith

series composer
christopher norton

popular
styles!

traditional
skills!

5

TECHNIC

american popularpiano

by christopher norton editor scott mcbride smith

popular
styles!

traditional
skills!

7

ETUDES
american popularpiano

created by
scott mcbride smith

series composer
christopher norton

popular
styles!

traditional
skills!

4

TECHNIC

american popularpiano

by christopher norton editor scott mcbride smith

popular
styles!

traditional
skills!

2

ETUDES
american popularpiano

created by
scott mcbride smith

series composer
christopher norton

popular
styles!

traditional
skills!

3

SKILLS
american popularpiano

by christopher norton editor scott mcbride smith

popular
styles!

traditional
skills!

1

REPERTOIRE

Call for a complimentary copy or
visit our website for more information.
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Featuring internationally and locally known pianist

Valentina Lisitsa, Bösendorfer Artist
Valentina was in Portland and Salem two years ago and performed for sold-out 
audiences with standing room only.   You don’t want to miss Valentina!

“Fifteen minutes of a pianistic deployment beyond any imagination, with arms 
everywhere above the piano, with glissandos up and down, with such a variety of 
colors and touch that we didn’t miss the orchestra for a second.” – Claude Gingras

Thursday, February 25, 2010 •  7:30 p.m. 
Bauman Auditorium •  George Fox University
Newberg, Oregon

George Fox University Department of Performing Arts presents

Recital tickets: $10 general admission  •  $8 seniors and alumni  •  $6 students and children under 12
Tickets available at music.georgefox.edu  •  Call box office 503-554-3844 beginning Feb. 1
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

Oregon 
Music Teachers 

Association
Fostering Excellence  
in Music Education

Large Print Directory
Some of us have less than perfect eyes. I can supply a copy of the directory in larger print format, 

approximately 125% of normal size for $20. These are offered at cost.  
Please make your check out to Ed Davie. 

Ed Davie, Support Secretary
255 Jessica Drive

Forest Grove, OR 97116-1295
edavie@oregonmta.org

Order OMTA Brochures

The brochure explains in clear, concise language the advantages of studying 
with and OMTA teacher as well as the benefits of becoming a member of 
OMTA, thus making it an ideal vehicle for recruiting students and new  
members or for publicizing the organization.

Brochures are 4 for $1 plus shipping.
Contact Adam Smith at 541-255-2526 or Office@OregonMTA.org for ship-
ping costs for your order. Brochures are free to districts for official OMTA 
business, but shipping costs may still apply.

Name              

Address               

City        Zip           

Phone        E-mail       
 
How many brochures do you want?           

If this order is for your district, which district?       

Make check payable to: OMTA
Mail to: Adam Smith 
  OMTA Administrative Assistant 
  855 West First Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402 

Opus  64 /No.  3   •  January /February  2010
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OMTA Supplementary Materials
 

 

 
 
 

OMTA 
SUPER SCALES A LA SYLLABUS 

 
 

Revised March 2009! 
Music Notation in All Keys 

Major & Minor Scales, Chords, 
Arpeggios, Progressions, Modes 

 
 

Levels 1, 2, 3 Book 1          $20.00 
Levels 4, 5, 6 Book 2          $20.00 
Levels 7, 8, 9 Book 3          $20.00 
Postage; 1 book                   $2.50 

                 Postage; 2 or 3 books         $3.00 
 
 
 

Make checks payable to OMTA 
 
 

Mail to; Eileen Knox   
3734 NW 144th Place 
Portland, OR 97229 

503-466-2964 
EileenKnox@verizon.net 

 

 

 
 

Music Notation in all keys for each 
 level of the  

OMTA Syllabus Program 
  
 

Order Form 
 
 
Levels  1, 2, 3 in Bk 1            $20.00  
Levels  4, 5, 6 in Bk 2            $20.00  
Levels  7, 8, 9 in Bk 3            $20.00  
      Postage for 1 book           $  2.50  
      Postage for 2 or 3 bks      $  3.00 
 
Please send: Qt          _______  Levels  1, 2, 3 
 
                          _______  Levels  4, 5, 6 
 
                           _______ Levels  7, 8, 9 
   
Total Number of Bks:  _______ 
 
Total Cost of Books     $_______________ 
 
Postage:                        $_______________ 
 
TOTAL CHECK:              $______________ 
 
OMTA Teacher:_____________________ 
 
Ship To:___________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________ 
 
City, St, Zip:_______________________ 
 
 
 

Please make check payable to OMTA 
 
     
 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

SYLLABUS SUPPLIES

Syllabus manuals for piano, strings, woodwinds, Celtic harp, guitar, and jazz piano are available for 
purchase. Also available are the current repertoire lists. Prices and shipping costs are as follows:

                   Members                Non-members
Piano Syllabus    $10.00 $15.00
Jazz Piano Syllabus $5.00 $10.00
String $5.00 $10.00
Woodwinds $5.00 $10.00
Celtic Harp $5.00 $10.00
Guitar $5.00 $10.00

Repertoire lists:
     Lower Division (New! 2007) $10.00 $15.00
     Upper Division $4.00 $8.00

Shipping:
     Orders totaling   $5.00, add $1.25
     Orders totaling $10.00, add $2.50
     Orders totaling $15.00, add $3.50
     Orders totaling $20.00, add $4.50

Please send your checks, made out to OMTA to
Adam Smith, Administrative Assistant

855 West First Avenue
Eugene, OR 97402

(541) 255-2526

Opus  64 /No.  3   •  January /February  2010
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Syllabus Video Order Form

OMTA Supplementary Materials

The Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

PIANO SYLLABUS with Virginia Hawley Buhn
A Professional Course of Study on DVD

The OMTA Piano Syllabus is an outline of study de-
signed to provide students with a thorough background 
in keyboard skills, musical understanding and perfor-
mance ability. The DVDs offer ideas and methods for 
implementing the syllabus as a basis for learning and 
performance. 

The original VCRs were developed by Virginia Buhn 
in 1996 and have sold more than 1200 copies. The new 
DVDs follow the course outline of the OMTA Syllabus 
Book and are designed to help piano teachers prepare 
students for a successful evaluation.

JAZZ PIANO SYLLABUS with Gary Ruppert
A Professional Course of Study on DVD

The OMTA Jazz Piano Syllabus was developed by 
Gary Ruppert in the mid 1980s. A revision, done in the 
summer of 2003, was based on feedback received from 
teachers, students, and adjudicators who used the first 
version. Their comments and encouragement have been 
of inestimable value

This DVD is meant to help teachers and their stu-
dents navigate the various levels of the Jazz Syllabus and 
discover the joys of studying jazz piano.

Submitting Articles and Ads

Please send articles, ads and accompanying graphics (in 
TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format) to me via e-mail at 
shelley.bl@verizon.net. MS Word attachments are best. 

1/4 column ads (and articles about events which  
require an admission fee or tuition): 

 $10.00 for members 
 $25.00 for non-members

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Contact me for amounts.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is always helpful 
and appreciated.

Thank you. 
Shelley Blumberg, Music News Editor

Sept/Oct Aug. 1
Nov/Dec Oct. 1
Jan/Feb  Dec.1

Mar/Apr Feb. 1
May/June Apr. 1

Issues Deadlines

Piano Syllabus DVDs (set of 2) $20.00 $25.00

Jazz Piano Syllabus $15.00 $20.00

Postage $3.00 $3.00

Non-OMTA Member 
Price Each

OMTA Member 
Price Each Quantity SubtotalItem

All proceeds go to the Jean Baines Proctor Memorial Fund. Total:

(See order from below.) 
Make checks or money orders payable to:  

OMTA, Joan B. Gathercoal, NCTM 
3328 SW Chintimini Avenue, Corvallis, OR 97333-1529 

Phone: 541-752-4732

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

OMTA MERIT CERTIFICATES

OMTA merit certificates are available to OMTA instructors and are earned by students who have com-
pleted a minimum of 30 lessons during the current teaching year.

These attractive, parchment-like half-sheet certificates are stamped with the OMTA embossed seal. Levels 
2 through 14 are further enhanced by gold seals and colored ribbons. (A level represents a year of study and 
is not related to Syllabus levels.) The determination of the level of each student’s award and all record keep-
ing are the teacher’s responsibilities. The student’s name and level, and the teaching season (2007-2008) will 
be printed on the certificate. Certificates are stamped with the signature of OMTA President, Susan Todd, 
and there is a space for the teacher to sign. They are usually given in May or June and should be ordered three 
weeks in advance of the time the teacher wants to give them to students. You may pre-order via e-mail.

Guidelines for Ordering:
1. List the quantity of certificates desired for each level with each student’s name typed or clearly printed.
2. Indicate the date you need the certificates (remember to allow 3 weeks).
3. Include a check or money order payable to OMTA (50 cents per certificate).
4. Include a copy of your current membership card.
5. All orders must be received by Fen-Fang Tsao, Merit Certificate Chair, by May 1, 2010.

For more information, contact Fen-Fang:
fragrance888@hotmail.com

Opus  64 /No.  3   •  January /February  2010
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Additional Study Guides

SYLLABUS STUDY SHEETS

Revised: 2006 version now available 
from Ed Davie. 

Phone: 503-357-3185 
E-mail: edavie@oregonmta.org

The price for one set of Levels I–X (10 sheets)
 is $12.00 + $5.00 p & h.

The purchase price includes copy 
rights for your own studio.

All proceeds are donated to the Roberta Davie Memorial 
Composition Scholarship.

For more information, 
contact Ed Davie and ask for an explanation sheet.

PIANO SYLLABUS AIDS (2006–2008)

Copies of the most recent (2006–2008) rhythm-reading and sight-reading examples used during exams for Levels 1–10 are 
now available for reference in preparing students for their exams. These are not the examples currently being used during 
exams. If you would like to have a set, send a $3.00 check (to cover Xerox and mailing costs) made out to Lisette Sage and 
mailed to her at 15240 SW Obsidian St., Beaverton, OR 97007-8949. (Earlier copies from 2001–2003 as well as 2004–2006 
are also still available for $3.00 each.) Please be sure to specify which set(s) you would like to have.

The following materials are privately produced by some of our members for your benefit.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Chairs 2008–2010

CERTIFICATION
Chair:	Patti	Widener,	NCTM	

EDUCATION
Chair:	Jane	Smith	

JuniOr BAch FesTivAl
Gayle	L.	Bland	

enseMBle FesTivAl
Co-Chair:	Joan	Gathercoal,	NCTM	
and
Co-Chair:	Arthur	Baines

MeriT cerTiFicATes
Fen Fang Tsao 

pArTicipATiOn TrOphy
Joanne	H.	Sweet	

sTudenT cOMpOsiTiOn
celeBrATiOn 
Nicola	Curry

cOMpOser OF The yeAr seArch 
Dr.	Matt	Cooper,	NCTM

FINANCE
Chair:	Carol	A.	White,	NCTM	

TreAsurer
Carolee	Harbour	

AssisTAnT TreAsurer 
Bev	McDaniel,	NCTM

BudgeT 
Gloria	Dakin,	NCTM	

grAnT WriTer 
Carol	A.	White,	NCTM	

OMTA/MTnA FOundATiOn 
Robyn	Pfeifer,	NCTM	

LEGISLATIVE PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Chair:	Geneva	Wright,	NCTM	

MEMBERSHIP 
Chair:	Dr.	Julia	Hwakyu	Lee	

lOcAl AssOciATiOns 
Janet	Swartz,	NCTM	

prOvisiOnAl MeMBers 
Cherise	da	Cunha,	NCTM	

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Chair:	Mary	Hulme,	NCTM	

eThics 
Becky	Brown

hisTOriAn
Joan	Gathercoal,	NCTM	

independenT Music 
TeAchers FOruM 
Lynne	Hall	

Musiclink 
Mary	Hulme,	NCTM	

universiTy liAisOn 
Barbara	Roberts,	NCTM	

PUBLICATIONS 
Chair:	Dr.	Bonnie	M.	Esbensen	

direcTOry 
Co-Chair:	Kelli	B.	Stephens	
and
Co-Chair:	Suzanne	Hamlin

Music neWs ediTOr 
Shelley	R.	Blumberg	

OregOn MusiciAn ediTOr 
Lisette	Sage

The link below offers descriptions of the geographical areas each district 
encompasses,	and	the	opportunity	to	contact	the	chairs:

http://www.oregonmta.org/directory-local.html  

Opus  64 /No.  3   •  January /February  2010



 22

OMTA Chairs 2008–2010

WeB siTe cOOrdinATOr 
Craig	Hanson	

SCHOLARSHIP COMMISSION 
Co-Chair:	Kelli	B.	Stephens	
and
Co-Chair:	Paula	Watt	

STATE CONFERENCE 
Chair:	Fern	McArthur,	NCTM	

STUDENT PERFORMANCE  
COMPETITIONS 

Chair:	Lanetta	Paul

MTnA JuniOr high 
Grace	Waites

MTnA seniOr high 
Joanne	Sweet

MTnA yOung ArTisT
cOMpeTiTiOn 
Lanetta	Paul

MTnA chAMBer Music 
Joan	Wall

MTnA cOMpOsiTiOn 
cOMpeTiTiOn 
Daniel	A.	Brugh	

SYLLABUS 
Chair:	Beth	Crosby
and
Asst. Chair:	Cherise	da	Cunha,	NCTM	

AdJudicATOr AssignMenTs 
Aaron	Bloom,	NCTM	

AdJudicATOr cerTiFicATiOn 
Carol	A.	White,	NCTM	

level X reciTAl 
Claudia	A.	Hegberg	

neW AdJudicATOr
ApplicATiOns 
Margaret	Littlehales,	NCTM	

reperTOire reFerence 
Carol	Ratzlaf,	NCTM	
and
Kelli	B.	Stephens	 

sighT reAding 
Geneva	R.	Wright,	NCTM	

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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President
Susan	M.	Todd,	NCTM

President Elect
Fern	McArthur,	NCTM

Immediate Past President
Gloria	H.	Dakin,	NCTM

Secretary
Lucy	A.	Watts

Treasurer
Carolee	Harbour

Assistant Treasurer 
Beverly	J.	McDaniel,	NCTM

OMTA 2008–2010 Officers

OMTA 2008–2009 District 

Blue Mountain
Joanne	Sweet

Central Oregon
Mariann	Slavkovsky

Eugene
Carolyn	McHan

Klamath Basin
Dan	Conrad

Lincoln County
Jess	Smith

Linn-Benton
Joy	France	Byers

McMinnville
David	Ingram

Mid-Columbia
E.J.	Howe

Portland
Joy	Novak

Rogue Valley
Pat	Daly

Roseburg
Marge	Connet

Salem
Denise	Steinbach,	NCTM

Tualatin Valley
Susan	Marandas

Umatilla-Morrow
Carolyn	Mayer,	NCTM
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