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OMTAMusic
News

OMTA Conference 2008
In the sometimes dreary days of late 
winter, summer sun seems far away, 
but it is coming; it always does! In 
the sometimes dreary days of trying 
an eleventh way to get your student 
to play with correct counting, 
summer renewal seem far away, but 
it is coming, thanks to Portland 
Piano International! Once again, 
OMTA members have been offered 
generously discounted registration 
for the excellent Portland Piano In-
ternational programming, detailed 
elsewhere in the Music News. The 
July 2008 OMTA Conference pro-
gram is the Portland International 
Piano Festival, and registration for 
that will be handled through PPI, 
which will mail OMTA members 
registration details later this spring.

The meeting portion of the 
OMTA Conference is set between 
the Young Pianists Institute (lec-
tures and master classes by Randall 
Faber) at the beginning of the 
Festival and the PianoFest (four 
days of excellent recitals, lectures, 
films and master classes). On the 
afternoon of July 16, the festival 
week, PPI staff has given us use of 

the World Forestry Center rooms 
for syllabus and board meetings. 
OMTA members can plan to enjoy 
an outing in Portland Wednesday 
evening. Thursday morning, July 
17, OMTA will hold the annual 
general membership meeting fol-
lowed by a luncheon catered by 
the nearby Oregon Zoo. Another 
highlight of the Conference will be 
a reception honoring young Musi-
cLink artists who will be debuting 
their CD. 

Thanks to a generous gift from 
the Nellie Tholen Teacher Educa-
tion Grant, OMTA members from 
outlying districts will be able to ap-
ply for housing rebates to lessen the 
expense of staying in the Portland 
area for the Piano Festival and the 
OMTA Conference. Portland area 
members will be able to apply for 
some assistance with commuting 
costs, details to be announced. 

OMTA Conference Registra-
tion Forms and hotel information 
will be posted on the OMTA Web 
site by the end of March. Look for 
a note in your inbox when these 
become available.

Susan Todd, NCTM
OMTA 2008 
Conference Chair
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Dear Colleagues,

It is my great pleasure to use my space in this 
issue of the Music News to pass along some 
good news about our OMTA students and 
their teachers. 

At the MTNA Division level of the 
MTNA Competitions, ten Oregon entrants 
placed in the top three positions for their lev-
els. These students competed against entrants 
from the five other states in the NW Divi-
sion: Alaska, Washington, Idaho, Montana 
and Wyoming. First place winners will go on 
to compete at the MTNA National Com-
petitions in Denver in March. The division 
competitions took place in Helena, Montana 
at the NW Division meeting.

MTNA Senior Performance (High School):
Piano
Ran Sun, student of Carol Rich  
was the First Alternate.

Woodwind
Patricia Cardona (flute), student of  
Sandy Norman was the First Alternate.

Strings
Kenny Lee (cello), student of Steven  
Pologue received Honorable Mention. 

MTNA Junior Performance 
Piano
Kai Talim, student of Kelli Stephens  
won Honorable Mention.

Woodwinds
Hadley Ayers (flute), student of  
Sandy Norman, won First Place.

Strings
Kelly Talim, (violin) student of  
Carol Sindell, was the First Alternate.

MTNA Young Artists (College)
Woodwinds
Luke Borsten (Saxophone),  
student of Fred Winkler, received 
Honorable Mention.

MTNA Student Composition Competition
Elementary Division
Edison Tsai, student of Gary Noland, 
won First Place.

Junior Division
Keith Buncke, student of  
Jeffrey Payne, won First Place.

Senior Division
Andrew Todd, student of Daniel 
Brugh won Honorable Mention. 

If you are going to the MTNA 
Conference in Denver, don’t miss the 
opportunity to hear and support all of 
the performers in the competitions there. 
You never know; you may hear someone 
famous a few years from now and be 
able to say, “I heard him/her at the very 
beginning.” Congratulation to each of the 
students and their teachers! 

With Syllabus and the various festi-
vals and recitals coming up, OMTA’s busy 
season is about to begin. Do, please, pitch 
in to help. Your participation will be much 
appreciated.

Warm regards,

Gloria Dakin, NCTM
President, OMTAA lesson can be given 

but to be successful it must be taken

   —Dr. Ernst Victor Wolff 

President’s Corner

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Board of DirectorsState News

Myrna Elmore, NCTM  
OMTA State Secretary

oMtA stAtE BoArD MEEting

At the OMTA State Board meeting, held in 
Beaverton, Oregon on October 27, 2007, it 
was moved, seconded and passed that:

•	 We	adopt	the	OMTA	Proposed	Budget	
as presented for the fiscal year 2008.

•	 Since	OMTA	heavily	subsidizes	the	
cost of the OMTA brochures, the 
Board should continue to distribute 
OMTA brochures free of charge for 
official OMTA business, such as that 
required by Membership Chairs and 

Presidents, but should charge for all 
other uses, including the dissemination 
of	brochures	to	publicize	OMTA.

•	 We	accept	the	revised	Standing	 
Rules, from which all references to 
Constitution/Bylaws changes have 
been eliminated.

•	 Composition	Celebration	fees	for	the	
State Honors Recital be reduced from 
$20 to $10 (senior division) and from 
$15 to $5 (elementary division).
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Ensemble FestivalState News

2008 stAtE EnsEMBlE fEstiVAl

The Russell Tripp Performance Center in 
Takena Hall, Linn Benton Community Col-
lege, Albany Campus will again be the site 
for the 2008 OMTA State Ensemble Festival. 
Students will have the privilege of perform-
ing on LBCC’s 9-foot Steinway—an artist 
model—and a Yamaha CFIIIS 9-foot concert 
grand, being provided for the occasion cour-
tesy of Lawson’s Keyboards in Eugene. 

November 3 is the deadline for entries; 
recitals will be held Saturday, November 
15, 2008 and Sunday, November 16, 2008. 
This information is posted early to give 
districts a chance to schedule their own en-
semble festival recitals around these dates. 
New 2008 guidelines, entry forms, and 
deadlines are on the OMTA Web site.

Joan Baines Gathercoal, NCTM 
State Ensemble Festival Chair
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State News Syllabus

Liz Willis, NCTM &
Cherise da Cunha, NCTM
State Syllabus Co-Chairs

lEVEl X stAtE rEcitAl

These recitals will always be the first Sunday 
in June and this year will be June 1, 2008 at 
Sherman and Clay in Downtown Portland. 
The recitals will be from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m., 
2:30 to 3:30 and 4:00 to 5:00. You and 

your student may choose the piece (from 
the Level X repertoire played and no longer 
than 7 minutes). To participate, please mail 
details to Claudia Hegberg by May 19.  
  

Claudia Hegberg
Level X Recital Chair

nEW stuDEnt EVAluAtion forMs

New student evaluation forms for this 
upcoming Spring Syllabus are now posted 
on both the State Web site and the Port-
land Web site. The OMTA adjudicators 
voted unanimously during the fall retreat 
to try this format, and we hope you will 
approve. There are 10 levels of forms, so 
please print out the correct level for each 
of your participating students and include 
them with your packet to your district 
chair. These forms are fine for any type of 
exam: the full evaluation, a demonstration 
or audition. Many, many thanks to Ed 
Davie for permission to use his original 
form, and to Aaron Bloom, NCTM, who 
adapted them for syllabus adjudicators to 
use this spring. Also, thanks to Cherise da 
Cunha, NCTM, for proof-reading! 

Please remember that your district chair 
is the person who works very hard putting 
together	the	puzzle	of	studio	availability,	
scheduling, and procuring adjudicators so 
that the whole program can happen. These 
people deserve everyone’s appreciation and 
cooperation. Please donate your studio for a 
day in your district if you possibly can.

Please carefully review and follow the 
Instructions for Teachers, as there are some 
new clarifications in this spring’s form. 
The first pages of your Syllabus Manual 
are also essential to review for procedural 
integrity. You will find most answers to 
questions there.

Best wishes for a successful and beneficial 
Spring Syllabus.
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Scholarships State News

Paula L.Watt, NCTM
Scholarship Co-Chair

Application Deadline: April 5, 2008

Auditions:  May 9 & 10, 2008 
 Sherman Clay Pianos, Portland

Chairs:  Paula L. Watt, NCTM 
 Patricia S. Scordato

There are many scholarships available for 2008. Some of the following information is new, so be 
sure to read this carefully if you are preparing students.

General Requirements
Unless otherwise stated, audition time is ten minutes. Repertoire requirements are three 
memorized	compositions	from	three	contrasting	periods.	Students	may	enter	only	one	
scholarship per year and may not enter the same one again if they got first place in that 
award in the past. Award amounts vary with cash available in OMTA investment accounts 
and are subject to change depending on funds available.

Please send one check per studio to cover student applications and $10 for the studio 
teacher fee. Include a copy of your OMTA membership card with the application.

JEAnnEttE scott Briggs

Entry fee $15. Open to violin and viola students grades 1-12.  
	 Elementary	(grades	1-5)	first	prize-$100. 
	 Middle	school	(grades	6-8)	first	prize-$225. 
	 High	school	(grades	9-12)	first	prize-$35.
Requirement
1)	 Three	memorized	compositions	from	contrasting	periods.	(Concertos	may	be	included.)

Dorothy PEDErson fAhlMAn

Entry fee $20. Fifteen minutes performance time. Open to high school juniors and seniors 
who have received a “Successful Evaluation” in a minimum of five levels of OMTA syllabus 
evaluations (two in lower division and three in upper division, including level X with honors).
	 First	prize-$300,	second	prize-$150,	third	prize-$90.
Requirements
1)	 Three	memorized	compositions	from	contrasting	periods.

frAncis VirginiA MElton 
Entry fee $15. Open to high school seniors Statewide this year. (Salem only in odd years.)   
	 First	prize-$250,	second	prize-$100.
Requirement
1)	 Three	memorized	compositions	from	contrasting	periods.

toM o’BriEn MEMoriAl PiAno scholArshiP

Entry fee $20. Fifteen minutes performance time. Two equal winners will be selected, one 
from each age division:

Junior	division,	ages	11	through	14.	Prize-$300.
Senior	division,	ages	15	through	18.	Prize-$300.

Requirements (memorized)
1)	 The	first	or	last	movement	of	a	sonata	by	Haydn,	Mozart	or	Beethoven.
2) A composition by Chopin, Schumann or Brahms.
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3)  A composition in the Impressionistic or 20th century periods
 (including Rachmaninoff ).

lilliAn PEttiBonE

Entry fee $25. Twenty minutes performance time. Open to high school students.
	 First	prize-$500,	second	prize-$350,	third	prize-$200.
Requirements
1) Composition by Scarlatti.
2) Composition by Ravel or Rachmaninoff.
3) One movement of any piano concerto. (Contestants must provide their own accompanist.)

PortlAnD District instruMEntAl (All instruMEnts, incluDing PiAno)
Entry	fee	$20.	Fifteen	minutes	performance	time.	Standardized	transcriptions	and	concertos	will	
be accepted for instrumentalists but not for piano. Open to students in grades 9 through 12.
	 First	prize-$300	Second	prize-$100	Third	prize-$50.
Requirement
1)		 Three	memorized	compositions	from	contrasting	periods.

suzAnnE rAinEs

Entry fee $15. Open to students between ages 12 and 15.
	 First	prize-$275,	second	prize-$100,	third	prize-$50.
Requirement
1)		 Two	or	three	memorized	compositions	from	contrasting	periods.

MAuDE sArDAM collABorAtiVE scholArshiP

Entry fee $20. Fifteen minutes performance time. Open to students ages 15 to 20.
Prize:	One	first	place	award	($760)	to	be	divided	among	the	members	of	the	ensemble.

Requirement
1)  One complete work from any period of music.

ElizABEth stErn:
Entry fee $20. Fifteen minutes performance time. Open to students 15 or 16 years of age at 
time of competition.
	 Prize:	Three	equal	winners	selected	with	equal	cash	awards	of	$265.
Requirements
1)  Students will be asked to play ONE of the following major and minor scale sets.
	 F#	major	&	minor			•			Eb	major	&	minor			•			Bb	major	&	minor
	 C#	major	&	minor			•			Ab	major	&	minor
2)	 Three	memorized	pieces	from	three	contrasting	periods.	Transcriptions	are	allowed.

EDith strAngE

Entry fee $20. Fifteen minutes performance time. Open to high school seniors.
	 First	prize-$300,	second	prize-$200.
Requirements
1)		 Three	memorized	compositions	from	contrasting	periods.
2)  Sight reading.

Scholarships (continued)State News

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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linA BEllE tArtEr

Entry fee $20. Fifteen minutes performance 
time. Open to voice students ages 18 to 23 by 
date of competition.

First	prize-$600,	second	prize-$400,	third	
prize-$200.	

Requirements
 1) A song from early English classics or  
  Italian anthology
 2)  An aria from an oratorio or an opera  
  in the original language and key.
 3)  A song in German or French.
 4)  A song in English by a 20th century  
  American, British or Canadian  
  composer

AurorA unDErWooD

Entry fee $25.00. Twenty minutes performance 
time. Open to high school students.

First	prize-$400,	second	prize-$200,	third	
prize-$100.	

Requirements
 1)  Bach Prelude and Fugue
 2)  Sonata from the classical period
 3)  Chopin Etude
 4)  Impressionistic or 20th century  
  composition

oMtA instruMEntAl

Entry fee $15. Open to high school grads through age 22.
First	prize-$500,	second	prize-$200,	third	prize-$150.	

Requirement
1)	 Three	memorized	compositions	from	contrasting	periods.	If	the	applicant	is	performing	
a composition that has an accompaniment, or a concerto, the accompaniment or orchestral 
reduction is required. Applicant must provide his/her own accompanist.

oMtA PiAno

Entry fee $15. Open to high school grads through age 22.
First	prize-$500,	second	prize-$200,	third	prize-$150.

Requirement
1)		 Three	memorized	compositions	from	contrasting	periods.

Questions
Contact Paula Watt, NCTM at 503-292-2147 or plwatt@comcast.net.
Please send applications and the summary sheet to Paula. NOTE: In the interest of a good 
audition, teachers are urged to be aware of the time limits of each award and to plan rep-
ertoire accordingly. All awards may be subject to change. Please check OMTA’s Web site, 
www.oregonmta.org, for any changes.

Scholarships (continued)State News

Office of Admission • Willamette University
900 State Street, Salem, OR 97301
503-370-6303 or 1-877-LIBARTS
www.willamette.edu/cla/music

DEGREE PROGRAMS
BA in Music
BM in Composition
BM in Performance
BM in Music Education
Minor in Music
Minor in Arts & Technology

MuSic SchOlARShiP 
AuDitiOn DAtES
November 8, 2008
January 24, 2009

February 16, 2009

Schedule an audition:  
503-370-6687

Department of Music

Lose yourself  
in the music.

Willamette
Find yourself at

Lose yourself  
in the music.

Willamette
Find yourself at

WW I L L A M E T T E     U N I V E R S I T Y

A faculty dedicated to educating  
the complete musician and whole person.

OMTA-AD_MarchApril08.indd   1 2/4/08   10:47:03 AM

Opus  62 /No.  4   •   March /Apr i l  2008



 8

State News Scholarships in Linn, Benton & Lincoln Counties

Shirley Byrne
Guthrie and Jenks  
     Scholarships Coordinator

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

MorE Music scholArshiPs offErED in 
Linn, Benton and Lincoln Counties
Students from high schools in Linn, 
Benton, and Lincoln Counties who will 
graduate in the spring of 2008, or who are 
already enrolled in a course of music in 
college, may apply for the Loene P. Guthrie 
Scholarships and the Dorothy May Jenks 
Scholarships. Applications are available 
from OMTA members in Linn-Benton and 
Lincoln County Districts, and also from 
area high school and college music teachers. 
Other private music teachers are welcome to 
request applications.

The deadline for applying is March 21. 
Auditions will be held April 6 in Corvallis.

Endowments make available $1,000 
dollars for each scholarship. Judges will 
grant from one to four awards, ranging from 
$500 to $1,000 each, depending on the 
qualifications and numbers of applicants. 

The Guthrie Scholarship is named for 
Loene P. Guthrie, a long time member of 
OMTA who taught piano in Corvallis for 
more than 40 years. She established the en-
dowment to begin at the time of her death. 

The Dorothy May Jenks Scholarship 
results from an endowment generously 
donated by Mrs. Doris Scharpf of Albany, 
Oregon. The late Mrs. Jenks was a musician 
and	active	supporter	of	musical	organizations	
in Albany, and was a dear friend of Mrs. 
Scharpf. Both endowments are managed 
by the Benton County Foundation and the 
scholarships are administered by OMTA. 

For more information, contact 
Shirley Byrne at 541-757-8695 or 
sandjbyrne@comcast.net.
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EducationState News

grAnts AVAilABlE

There are several educa-
tional grants available to 
OMTA teachers and their 
students. Application forms 
and information concern-
ing the requirements are 
available on the OMTA 
Web site. Applications must 
be submitted by mail on or 
before May 31.

For OMTA members
frAncEs AnD constAncE  
BittnEr MEMoriAl grAnt

This grant will be awarded to 
help offset the expense of at-
tending a pedagogical confer-
ence/workshop. The amount 
requested should not exceed 
50 percent of the total cost.

roBErtA DAViE coMPosi-
tion stuDy grAnt

The purpose of this fund is 
to encourage private teachers 
to include and integrate the 
study of composition in their 
studios. A grant is available 
for study or for workshops.

AlBErt nAkAtA MEMoriAl 
stuDy grAnt

This grant is given to help 
with the expense of continuing education. 
It may be used for college courses or for 
private lessons.

For students of OMTA members
JAME thoMAs MEMoriAl  
scholArshiP AWArD

This grant is available for dedicated 
students who need financial assistance 
in order to continue their study with an 
OMTA teacher.

Pamela Miller, NCTM
OMTA Education Chair

Opus  62 /No.  4   •   March /Apr i l  2008

For OMTA Districts
nElliE tholEn EnDoWMEnt funD grAnts

Available to districts to assist with ex-
penses for projects designed for teacher 
improvement. Applications, which are on 
the OMTA Web site, should be mailed to 
Pamela Miller, Education Chairman. They 
must be postmarked by July 10.

A new OMTA Roster of Programs/Re-
cital/Workshops will be distributed to the 
president of each district in April. If you are 
interested in having your name included in 
the roster, please send the information to 
Pamela Miller no later than March 1.
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State News MTNA Foundation
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Hello everyone!

I am sure your studio is off and running for the New Year. The Independent Music Teach-
ers Forum is a place where you can air your concerns. I would like to hear from you so 
that I can write a column addressing your concerns for the next issue. 

Some questions you might respond to:
•	 Do	you	buy	new	music	for	your	students	after	Christmas	as	a	teaser?	
•	 What	about	finals	for	the	middle	school	and	high	school	students	in	January?	Do	you	

soften	your	requirements	during	this	week?	
•	 Are	you	satisfied	with	the	number	of	students	you	have?		
•	 Are	you	using	new	materials?	
•	 Do	you	enter	your	students	in	the	festivals	and	in	syllabus?
•	 Do	you	have	small	classes	where	students	can	perform	for	each	other?		
•	 Do	you	schedule	half	hour,	45	minute	or	hourly	lessons?		
•	 Do	you	invite	parents	to	sit	in	on	the	lesson	or	do	you	prefer	to	just	have	the	student	

during	the	lesson?	

Yes, that’s a lot of questions. But you need not limit your topics to those. Please e-mail 
me at joemariebrie@aol.com. I love hearing from you.

       Musically, 
       Barbara Imbrie

State News Independent Music Teacher’s Forum

Barbara Imbrie, NCTM 
Independent Music Teachers 
    Forum Chair

Opus  62 /No.  4   •   March /Apr i l  2008
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State News Membership

Barbara Gustafson-Rice, NCTM 
OMTA State Membership Chair

Welcome New Members  
Winter 2008

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

Portland District
Lindell-Ross, Allison L.N. (student)
Piano

McMahon, Michael (student)
Piano

Milburn, Sarah (provisional)
Piano & Theory

Salem District
Crawford, Sally (transfer)
Piano

Rogue Valley District
Cournoyer, Cynthia
Violin & Viola

Linn-Benton District
Salem District (dual)
Hopkins, Matthew
Piano

Changes & Corrections

Portland District
Name changes:
Kramarchuk,	Luiza	(was	Cramarciuc)
Kramarchuk, Vladimir
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District News Roseburg

With the first month of the year behind 
us, the teachers in the Roseburg District 
have been celebrating the success of our 
first Broadway Musical Recital of the year 
held January 13 at the Roseburg Country 
Library. Being that the recital was sched-
uled so soon after the holiday season, we 
were pleased to have such a nice group of 
students, parents, and friends attending.

One of the highlights of the recital 
was 16-year-old Jaron Cannon, student of 
Virginia Young, playing an original com-
position he had written. It was an intricate 
rhythmic ragtime with lots of technical and 
interesting passages.

Arlette Irving is putting together the 
annual Junior Bach Festival for February. 
This year there seems to be more interested 
students looking forward to being in the 
program.

Clair Wachter is giving a workshop/
master class on March 8 at the library. We 
discussed the possibility of requesting her 
assistance and suggestions on how to help 
with challenging and problem students. 
Most of us can use help in those areas.

Jean Melo has been working with 
Sandy	Oliphant,	attempting	to	organize	a	
number of students to play once a month 
at the assisted living and convalescent 
homes. They are requesting 15 to 20 
students to play for the residents of the 
complex. We feel this would be good for 
the students as well as the residents.

Gloria Dakin is coming to visit us at 
our February 8 meeting. Since we see her so 
seldom, this is a real treat for us all. I’m sure 
we will have lots of questions on upcoming 
events and the scheduled conferences.

Marti Magnussen
District Secretary
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Piano pedagogy workshop

BE THE TEACHER YOU WANT TO BE
with

Mary Hall Kogen 
Professor Emerita, Portland State University

June 17–19, 2008 
9:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

3020 SW Raleighview Drive, Portland, OR 97225 
Fee $375

TOPICS 
Conceptual Teaching 

Movement Based Rhythmic Learning   
Multi-key Skills 

Teaching Sight Singing and Ear Training 
Teaching Reading and Transposition Skills 

Harmonization 
Piano Technique 

Attention to Participants’ Specific Needs

For more information or to register, contact Mary Kogen:  
rhythmmary@comcast.net or 503-407-1382
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Related Events

ADult PlAying clAss

The OMTA Adult Playing Class is going 
strong in its new home, the Portland 
location of Classic Pianos. If you haven’t 
attended since the move, you are cordially 
invited to join us at the next class on 
Saturday, April 5 at 10:30 a.m. Use the 
main entrance, go through the doorway 
just past the receptionist’s desk, then 
make a u-turn into the recital hall. All 
OMTA teachers and their students are 
invited to attend, whatever their skill 
level, whether or not their instrument is 
piano and whether or not they plan to 

perform. Adult guests are also welcome to 
come and listen. 

A sign-up sheet will be circulated at 
each class for those wishing to be on an 
e-mail reminder list. Coffee (decaf and 
regular) as well as plates and utensils are 
provided and you are encouraged to bring 
snacks to share with the other attendees. 
Please contact Dennis Burbank at 503-
642-4305 in advance if you plan to play 
repertoire requiring two pianos or if you 
have further questions. We look forward 
to seeing you there!

Dennis Burbank
Adult Playing Class Chair

Composition Lessons  
Mary Wright, PhD 

through Pfeifer PianoWerks Studio 
(All instruments welcome) 

 
 

Mary C. Wright is a composer and sound artist. 
She was born in Cleveland, Ohio. She holds 
degrees in composition from Princeton University 
(M.F.A., Ph.D.), the California Institute of the Arts 
(M.F.A.) and in music theory from Cleveland Insti-
tute of Music (B.M.). 

 
 

Sound installations and multimedia projects: 
Ms. Wright's music has been performed by the Kronos String Quartet, the 
California Ear Unit, Bang On A Can All-Stars, New York New Music Ensemble, 
and the San Francisco Contemporary Music Players. She has received commis-
sions from the MIT Symphony Orchestra, American Composers Forum, Fromm 
Foundation at Harvard University, the Meet the Composer/Readers Digest 
Commissioning Program in partnership with the National Endowment for the 
Arts and the Lila Wallace Readers Digest Fund, and ASCAP/Bang On A Can (In 
Memory of John Cage). She has received awards from the International 
League of Women Composers, ASCAP (Young Composers Award), and the first 
Margaret Blackburn Memorial Competition. 

For more information about lessons call the  
PianoWerks Studio at 503-287-5028 or email 

comp@pianowerks.com 
www.pianowerks.com 

Jazz arranging & composition also available! 
 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Outside Events

Special OMTA Festival Pass  
(For First 100 Registrants)

$150 (4-day) or $275 (full week)

Special Student Price
Each OMTA teacher who has purchased a Festival pass may also register up to 2 students at a discounted price of $50 each. Register early! 
There is a limit of 25 student passes available for this special offer. Additional students may register at the regular discounted price of $100. 

Portland International Piano Festival 2007
July 12–20, 2008 

World Forestry Center—Portland, Oregon

hAns BoEPPlE
Dr. Boepple, whose students have won over one 
hundred awards in state, national and inter-
national competitions, will lead the Focus on 
Artistry session.

frEDEric chiu
A favorite artist from previous festivals, Mr. Chiu 
will perform a spectacular recital program and a 
workshop on practicing away from the piano.

Anthony DE MArE & stEVEn MAyEr
The 2-piano team will offer a “Jammin’ Tigers” 
recital and workshop celebrating Art Tatum and 
Frederic	Rzewski.

siMonE DinnErstEin
Gaining international attention with her recent 
recording of Bach’s Goldberg Variations, Ms.  
Dinnerstein will present a recital and master class. 

rAnDAll fABEr
Well known for his frequent appearances at 
music conventions, Mr. Faber will conduct the 
Young Pianists Institute. 

MArino forMEnti
One of the most interesting interpreters today, 
Mr. Formenti will present an intriguing recital 
titled “Kurtag’s Ghosts” and an interactive work-
shop about making music with students.

Jon nAkAMAtsu
One of the most sought-after pianists of his gen-
eration, Mr. Nakamatsu will kick off the festival 
with a master class on Saturday, July 12 followed 
by a recital on Sunday, July 13. 

Join your colleagues at the beautiful World Forestry Center for Portland International Piano Festival, in conjunction with 
this year’s OMTA Conference. World-class recitals, master classes, lectures, film and an art exhibit are offered for your stim-
ulation, inspiration, rejuvenation, and education. In addition, this year’s festival will include a 2-day Young Pianists Institute 
led by Randall Faber focused on intermediate repertoire, and a 1-day Focus on Artistry workshop led by Hans Boepple.

Festival participants interested in performing in a PianoFest, Young Pianists Institute or Focus on Artistry master class should submit an application form and recording 
of their playing including recital repertoire from two periods of music. We are looking for a broad range of master class participants from professional pianists to students 
performing intermediate level repertoire. E-mail lori@portlandpiano.org for an application form.

Portland Piano International
222 NW Davis St, Suite 405, Portland, OR  97209

503.228.1388    •    www.portlandpiano.org

Festival Artists
WilliAM h. chAPMAn nyAho
Mr. Nyaho’s ground-breaking recording 
SENKU: Piano Music by Composers of African 
Descent will be the basis for a lecture-recital on 
music by composers of the African Diaspora.

roBErt schWArtz
Award-winning pianist and teacher Dr. 
Schwartz	will	offer	a	master	class	and	lecture-
recital	on	Albeniz’s	Iberia.

Opus  62 /No.  4   •   March /Apr i l  2008
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Outside Events

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

Goudy Distinguished Artists Series Presents 
Nyaho/Garcia Piano Duo and 

Mini-Series “Beyond Six Strings”
The Nyaho/Garcia Duo will bring to life the exciting world of music for two pianos and piano duet.

The mini-series “Beyond Six Strings” will celebrate the guitar by exploring current and previous trends in the develop-
ment of the instrument’s range and capabilities. The history and evolution of the guitar has been mostly viewed in 
relation to a six-string instrument. This series of concerts and lectures will dramatically broaden that perspective!

April 4
Grammy-nominee, Paul Galbraith will perform on the eight-string Brahms guitar of his own invention. The instru-
ment boasts two added strings and is held upright like a cello. The program will include original transcriptions of Wil-
liam	Byrd,	Lennox	Berkeley,	J.	S.	Bach,	Franz	Schubert,	and	W.	A.	Mozart,	works	that	until	now	have	been	considered	
unplayable on the guitar. The concert begins at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for students and seniors.

April 13
Emmy-nominee and Willamette Associate Professor, John Doan will perform original works on the twenty-string harp 
guitar as well as forgotten works by Fernando Sor (“Father of the Classical Guitar”) on an extremely rare 1829 three-
necked harpolyre. The concert begins at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for students and seniors.

April 18
Ronn McFarlane, considered one of the world’s leading performers of the fifteen-string Renaissance and twenty-eight 
string Baroque lute, will perform works by John Dowland and S. L. Weiss, among others. The concert begins at 8:00 
p.m. Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for students and seniors.

All performances will be in Hudson Hall in the Mary Stuart Rogers Music Center. Tickets are available at the Pentacle 
Theatre Ticket Office, 145 Liberty St. NE, in downtown Salem, 503-485-4300. For further information you may call the 

Willamette Music Department at 503-370-6255.

Tuesday, March 11 
7:30 pm 

Hudson Hall, Rogers Music Center 
Willamette University, Salem

Tickets 
$20 for adults 

$12 for students and seniors

Praised for its energetic and compelling 
performances, the duo pianists bring 
their own rich cultural backgrounds to 
their repertoire, exploring the fascinat-
ing music of African, Hispanic, and 
women composers. The duo’s first CD of 
the complete transcriptions of the works 
of Aaron Copland for two pianos (Cen-
taur Records) was lauded by Classical 
Magazine, writing that the duo “form 
a perfect match in their style of playing, 
their tone, and their genuine feeling 
and understanding of the Copland 
pieces.”

Susanna Garcia  
& William Chapman Nyaho
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

OMTA MERIT CERTIFICATES

OMTA merit certificates are available to OMTA instructors and are earned by students who have com-
pleted a minimum of 30 lessons during the current teaching year.

These attractive, parchment-like half-sheet certificates are stamped with the OMTA embossed seal. Levels 
2 through 14 are further enhanced by gold seals and colored ribbons. (A level represents a year of study and 
is not related to Syllabus levels.) The determination of the level of each student’s award and all record keep-
ing are the teacher’s responsibilities. The student’s name and level, and the teaching season (2007-2008) will 
be printed on the certificate. Certificates are stamped with the signature of OMTA President, Gloria Dakin, 
and there is a space for the teacher to sign. They are usually given in May or June and should be ordered three 
weeks in advance of the time the teacher wants to give them to students. You may pre-order via e-mail.

Guidelines for Ordering:
1. List the quantity of certificates desired for each level with each student’s name typed or clearly printed.
2. Indicate the date you need the certificates (remember to allow 3 weeks).
3. Include a check or money order payable to OMTA (40 cents per certificate).
4. Include a copy of your current membership card.
5.	All	orders	must	be	received	by	Elizabeth	Cooper,	Merit	Certificate	Chair,	by	May	31,	2008.

For more information, contact Elizabeth:
91 Oak Street, La Grande, OR 97850

541-962-1558
lizbethcooper@verizon.net

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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SYLLABUS SUPPLIES

Syllabus	manuals	for	piano,	strings,	woodwinds,	Celtic	harp,	guitar,	and	jazz	piano	are	available	for 
purchase. Also available are the current repertoire lists. Prices and shipping costs are as follows:

                   Members                Non-members
Piano Syllabus    $10.00 $15.00
Jazz	Piano	Syllabus	 $5.00	 $10.00
String $5.00 $10.00
Woodwinds $5.00 $10.00
Celtic Harp $5.00 $10.00
Guitar $5.00 $10.00

Repertoire lists:
     Lower Division (New! 2007) $10.00 $15.00
     Upper Division $4.00 $8.00

Shipping:
     Orders totaling   $5.00, add $1.25
     Orders totaling $10.00, add $2.50
     Orders totaling $15.00, add $3.50
     Orders totaling $20.00, add $4.50

Please send your checks, made out to OMTA, 
to Diane Kadwell, NCTM 

3525 N. Holly St. 
Canby, OR 97013-8135

OMTA Supplementary Materials
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OMTA Supplementary Materials

The Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

PIANO SYLLABUS
With Virginia Hawley Buhn

A Professional Course of Study on Video Tape

The OMTA Piano Syllabus is an outline of study de-
signed to provide students with a thorough background in 
keyboard skills, musical understanding and performance 
ability. These video tapes offer suggestions for implement-
ing the Syllabus as a basis for effective teaching.

This three-tape set is a must for piano teachers and your 
own music library. The Syllabus Video Tapes follow the 
course outline of the OMTA Syllabus Book and prepare 
students for a successful evaluation.

Tapes may be purchased separately. 

Volume 1: Lower division, Musicianship Skills:  
 Elementary Levels 1-2-3
Volume 2: Lower Division, Musicianship Skills:  
 Intermediate Levels 4-5-6
Volume 3: Upper Division, Musicianship Skills: 
 Levels 7-8-9-10
Jazz Syllabus Video

Make checks or money orders payable to: 

Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc. 
Send to: Joan B. Gathercoal, NCTM 

3328 SW Chintimini Ave., Corvallis, OR 97333-1529 
Phone: 541-752-4732

Syllabus Tape Set $39.95 $49.95

Volume 1 $15.95 $19.95

Volume 2 $15.95 $19.95

Volume 3 $15.95 $19.95

Jazz	video	tape	or	DVD	 	$15.95		 $19.95

Postage/Tape Set $4.00 $4.00

Postage/Single Tape or DVD $3.00 $3.00

All proceeds go to the Jean Baines Proctor Memorial Fund.

Non-OMTA Member 
Price Each

OMTA Member 
Price Each Quantity SubtotalItem

Total:

Syllabus Video Order Form

Submitting Articles and Ads

Please send articles, ads and accompanying graphics (in 
TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format) to me via e-mail at 
shelley.bl@verizon.net.	MS	Word	attachments	are	best.	

1/4 column ads (and articles about events which  
require an admission fee or tuition): 

 $10.00 for members 
 $25.00 for non-members

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Contact me for amounts.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is always helpful 
and appreciated.

Thank you. 
Shelley Blumberg, Music News Editor

Sept/Oct Aug. 1
Nov/Dec Oct. 1
Jan/Feb  Dec.1

Issues Deadlines
Mar/Apr Feb. 1
May/June Apr. 1
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Additional Study Guides

SYLLABUS STUDY SHEETS

Revised: 2006 version now available 
from Ed Davie. 

Phone: 503-357-3185 
E-mail: edavie@oregonmta.org

The price for one set of Levels I–X (10 sheets)
 is $12.00 + $5.00 p & h.

The purchase price includes copy 
rights for your own studio.

All proceeds are donated to the Roberta Davie Memorial 
Composition Scholarship.

For more information, 
contact Ed Davie and ask for an explanation sheet.

PIANO SYLLABUS AIDS

Copies of more recent (2004–2006) rhythm-reading and sight-reading examples used during exams for Levels 1–10 are now 
available for reference in preparing students for their exams. If you would like to have a set, send a $3.00 check (to cover Xerox 
and mailing costs) made out to Lisette Sage and mailed to her at 15240 SW Obsidian St., Beaverton, OR 97007-8949. (Earlier 

copies from 2001–2003 are also still available for $3.00.) Please be sure to specify which set you would like to have.

SUPER SCALES A LA SYLLABUS

Revised!
Music Notation in All Keys

Major & Minor Scales, Chords,
Arpeggios, Progressions, Modes

     Levels  1, 2, 3  Book 1 $15.00
     Levels  4, 5, 6  Book 2   15.00
     Levels  7, 8, 9  Book 3   15.00
     Postage: 1 book        1.50
     Postage: 2 or 3 books     2.00

Donna Byars  
Ph: 503-614-8622

20475 NW Rock Creek Blvd.
Portland, OR 97229-3114

The following materials are privately produced by some of our members for your benefit.
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OMTA Chairs 2006–2008

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

Certification
Chair: Cathy N. Thoma, NCTM 

Education
Chair: Pamela S. Miller, NCTM 

Junior BAch fEstiVAl

Carol S. Kilmer, NCTM 

EnsEMBlE fEstiVAl

Joan Gathercoal, NCTM 

MErit cErtificAtEs

Elizabeth Cooper 

PArticiPAtion troPhy

Joanne H. Sweet 

Finance
Chair: Carol A. White, NCTM 

trEAsurEr

Fern L. Mcarthur, NCTM 

AssistAnt trEAsurEr 
Sue A. Nelson, NCTM 

BuDgEt 
Mary Ann Guenther, NCTM 

grAnt WritEr 
Pauline Eidemiller, NCTM 

OMTA/MtnA founDAtion 
Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM 

Legislative Parliamentarian 
Chair: Margaret Littlehales, NCTM 

Marketing
Chair: Stella Meinzer, NCTM 

Membership 
Chair: Barbara Gustafson-Rice, NCTM 

locAl AssociAtions 
Janet Swartz, NCTM 

ProVisionAl MEMBErs 
Cherise Da Cunha, NCTM 

Public Relations 
Chair: Mary Hulme, NCTM 

ADVErtising 
Linda N. NieLsen 

Ethics 
Linda K. Hansen 

inDEPEnDEnt Music tEAchErs foruM 
Barbara Imbrie, NCTM 

Musiclink 
Mary Hulme, NCTM 

uniVErsity liAison 
Barbara Roberts, NCTM 

Publications 
Chair: Dr. Bonnie M. Esbensen 

DirEctory 
Kellie B. Stephens 

Music nEWs EDitor 
Shelley R. Blumberg 

orEgon MusiciAn EDitor 
Margaret Littlehales, NCTM 

WEB sitE EDitor 
Dr. Bonnie M. Esbensen
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OMTA Chairs 2006–2008
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Scholarship Commission 
Co-Chair: Patricia Scordato 

Co-Chair: Paula Watt 

State Conference 
Chair: Susan Todd, NCTM 

Student Composition 
Celebration 
Chair: Gina Pruitt 

coMPosEr of thE yEAr sEArch 
Jill L. Hickenlooper, NCTM 

MtnA coMPosition coMPEtition 
Daniel A. Brugh 

Student Performance  
Competitions 

Chair: Barbara Parker 

MtnA Junior high 
Gayle L. Bland 

MtnA sEnior high 
Barbara Parker 

MtnA young Artist coMPEtition 
Aaron Bloom 

MtnA chAMBEr Music 
Joan Wall 

Syllabus 
Co-Chair: Elizabeth E. Willis, NCTM 
Co-Chair: Cherise Da Cunha, NCTM 

ADJuDicAtor AssignMEnts 
Aaron M. Bloom, NCTM 

ADJuDicAtor cErtificAtion 
Carol A. White, NCTM 

lEVEl X rEcitAl 
Claudia A. Hegberg 

nEW ADJuDicAtor APPlicAtions 
Patricia J. Petersen, NCTM 

rEPErtoirE rEfErEncE 
Carol Ratzlaf, NCTM 

Kelli B. Stephens 

sight rEADing 
Geneva R. Wright, NCTM 

Supplies
Diane L. Kadwell, NCTM
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OMTA 2006–2008 Officers

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

President
Gloria H. Dakin, NCTM

President Elect
Susan M. Todd, NCTM

Secretary
Myrna Elmore, NCTM

Treasurer
Fern McArthur, NCTM

Immediate Past President
Mary Ann Guenther, NCTM

Publications Chair
Dr. Bonnie Esbensen

Music News Editor
Shelley Blumberg 

Support secretary (computer records)
Edward W. Davie
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OMTA 2007–2008 District Presidents

Music News
Published by:

Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

Affiliated with:
Music Teachers National Association, Inc.

Graphic Design by:
Julie Weiss, Tobias Weiss Design

julie@tobiasweissdesign.com
www.tobiasweissdesign.com

State Web site
www.oregonmta.org

Next Music News copy DEADLINE:
April 1, 2008

Below is a link for more details  
(on areas each district encompasses and how to reach the chairs):

http://www.oregonmta.org/directory-local.html  

Blue Mountain
Dona Schmitt 

Central Oregon
Angelina Anello-Dennee 

Eugene
Carolyn McHan 

Klamath Basin
J. Dan Conrad 

Lincoln County
Sarah Ball 

Linn-Benton
Lucy Watts 

McMinnville
Jane Smith 

Mid-Columbia
Diana Beterbide 

Portland
Solveig Sorensen

Rogue Valley
Judy Axtell

Roseburg
E. Faye Rounds 

Salem
Deborah Snow Butler 

Tualatin Valley
Beverly McDaniel 

Umatilla-Morrow
Carolyn Mayer
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