
Opus 61 March/April 2007  No. 4

In This Issue
President’s Corner                   3

State News 
OMTA Conference                          1-2
New President Elect                            1
Treasurer’s Plea                                    4
Board of Directors                               4
Certification                                        4
Syllabus                                               5
Level X State Recital                            5
Ensemble Festival                                6
Composition Celebration                    6
Membership                                        7
Scholarshiips                                        8

District News 
Lincoln County                                   9
Roseburg                                            10
Tualatin Valley                                   11
Central Oregon                                  12

In Memoriam
Remembering Roma Eicher         13-15

Related News & Events
Adult Playing Class                                 16
Piano Pedagogy Workshop                     16

Outside Events
Portland International Piano 
Festival 2007                                     17
Portland Youth Philharmonic            18

OMTA Supplementary  
Materials                                   19-21

Additional Study Guides     22-23

OMTA Chairs                      24-25

OMTA Officers   26

OMTAMusic
News

The OMTA Executive Board is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Susan Todd to the position of President-Elect. In this office, Susan will be 
responsible for producing the Conferences for 2007 and 2008. Although her 
term as Portland District President will not end until May, Susan has already 
stepped in to continue the planning started by Roma Eicher and is working 
with Sarah Barker Ball to bring you one of our best Conferences ever. 

The board congratulates Susan and thanks her for taking on the 
position.

Gloria Dakin, NCTM
President, OMTA 

New President Elect

Come to the beach! Who in Oregon doesn’t love the beach, especially in the 
summer? Instead of risking sweltering, lonely days in your part of the state, 
come to Newport August 3-5 and enjoy a gathering with your wonderful col-
leagues. Registration form will be in the May-June issue of the Music News, 
and available online even sooner. 

Meanwhile, here are a few highlights of what our dearly remembered 
Roma Eicher, the wonderfully capable Sarah Barker Ball and Lincoln Dis-
trict, and our gracious State President, Gloria Dakin have planned.

Prepare to be inspired by pianist Yakov Kasman, 1997 silver medalist 
at the Van Cliburn Competition. Kasman is a favorite of Oregon audiences, 
having appeared with the Oregon Symphony and at the Portland Piano 
International series. Dr. Kasman, professor of piano at the University of Ala-
bama-Birmingham, will present a concert and master classes. 

Many of us believe that an excellent beginning in music is essential—not 
only for those destined for the concert hall, but for each and every student. 
Jeanine Jacobson, author of the highly regarded piano pedagogy textbook 
Professional Piano Teaching will present two workshops. 

(Please see page 2, OMTA Conference)

OMTA Conference:

by Susan Todd, NCTM 
State Conference Chair

Adventure on the Coast
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(Continued from page 1, OMTA Conference)

We will also enjoy a visit from Deborah Wallace, Northwest Division Certification 
Chair, and we are working to arrange a presentation for our voice teachers.

As in the past, we have applied for funds from the Nellie Tholen Foundation to keep the 
registration costs quite low, so put the 2007 OMTA Conference, August 3-5 in Newport on 
your calendar!

Yakov Kasman

Since his American debut as the silver medalist at the 
Tenth Van Cliburn International Piano Competi-
tion in 1997, Yakov Kasman has performed concerts 
in the United States, Russia, Europe, and Asia, and 
appeared as soloist with more than forty orchestras 
internationally. 
He regularly gives master classes and serves as a com-
petition juror. 

Kasman’s 15 award-winning CD recordings in-
clude Shostakovich’s Concerto No. 1 and Schnittke’s 
Concerto for Piano and Strings with the Kalinin-
grad Orchestra, the complete Prokofiev sonatas on 
two CDs, a pairing of Mussorgsky’s “Pictures at an 
Exhibition” with Stravinsky’s “Petrouchka” and a rare 
release of Rachmaninoff ’s two piano sonatas. 

Dr. Kasman resides in Birmingham, Alabama 
with his wife, Tatiana, also a gifted pianist and organ-
ist, and their daughters, Aleksandra and Dina. He is 
now on the faculty at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham as Professor of Piano and Artist-in-Resi-
dence.

OMTA Conference
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Dear Colleagues,

It gives me great pleasure to bring you two 
pieces of good news in this first letter of 
2007: 

The OMTA Executive Board is very 
pleased to announce the appointment of 
Susan Todd as our new President-Elect for 
the term 2006-2008. As you know, the job of 
President-Elect is to produce the yearly State 
Conference. Even though Susan has until 
May left in her term as Portland District 
President, she is already working hard with 
Sarah Barker Ball of Newport to continue 
the plans started by the late Roma Eicher. 
This means Susan is doing two big jobs right 
now, so if she asks for your help, please say 
yes! And, a big thank you and congratula-
tions to Susan from all of us.

Also, great news from the MTNA NW 
Division Competitions: Oregon has five win-
ners. Judy Park, a student of Dorothy Fahl-
man, won the Senior Piano Competition. 
Karsten Gimre, student of Paula Watt, won 
the Junior Piano, and Kyle Ruggles, student 
of Pam Hughes, won the Junior Woodwind. 
Edison Tsai, student of Gary Noland, won 
the Elementary Composition and Collin 
Parkinson, student of Jeffrey Payne, won 
Senior Composition. Judy, Karsten and Kyle 
will compete at the International MTNA/
CFMTA Conference in Toronto in March.

The National Composition Winners 

have just been chosen from the Division 
Winners and Edison Tsai won 2nd Place in 
the Elementary Composition Competition. 
Bravo Edison! And, kudos to his teacher 
Gary Noland. 

In a December Oregonian column, 
David Stabler listed the 10 best concerts pre-
sented last year by the Oregon Symphony. 
One of those was the performance by pianist 
Yakov Kasman, playing the Rachmaninoff 
First. Now you will have a chance to hear 
Mr. Kasman play a recital, watch him 
conduct Master Classes and visit with him 
at our 2007 OMTA State Conference this 
coming August in Newport. Look for details 
about the Conference on pages one and two 
and for registration forms in the May-June 
issue.

If you are going to the MTNA-CFMTA 
International Conference in Toronto in 
March, please plan to join other members 
from the NW Division at a no-host dinner 
on Monday, March 26. That is the one free 
evening of the Conference. If you can let me 
know you will be there, please do, but in any 
case, watch the announcement board at the 
Conference and plan to join us.

Warm regards,

Gloria Dakin, NCTM
President, OMTA

President’s Corner

O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s

The true artist tries to do better than he can;
The showman tries to appear better than he is.

                                 ~ Dr. Ernst Victor Wolff
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State News

Board of Directors

by Myrna Elmore, NCTM 
OMTA Secretary

A motion was passed at the 2006 Fall OMTA State Board Meeting that Honors designations 
for all syllabus students be eliminated.  Students who are exceptional on Level X can earn 
“With Distinction” to meet one of the requirements for the Dorothy Fahlman Scholarship. 
This motion was inadvertently omitted in the last issue of the Music News.

Certification

State News

Can you believe it is already 2007? If you are like many, you probably already have made and 
broken a few New Year’s resolutions. This year, however, MTNA encourages you to make a 
lasting resolution—the resolution to complete your MTNA Professional Certification.

Your commitment to the music teaching profession is exemplified by your
membership in MTNA, and there is no better time to take this professionalism one step 
further and become a Nationally Certified Teacher of Music. By achieving MTNA Profes-
sional Certification, you demonstrate to the public, as well as your students and colleagues, a 
commitment to high professional standards.    

If you have questions or just want to find out more about the certification program, 
please contact me. I’d love to talk with you and help you through the process. 

Thomamusic@comcast.net or 503-645-7616.

Happy New Year.

by Cathy Thoma, NCTM 
Certification Chair

State News

Treasurer

 
All checks written for OMTA District or State festivals, activities, and programs (to include 
trophies, Syllabus supplies, merit certificates, Music Link & videos) should be made payable 
to “OMTA.” All checks go to either District or State accounts, and this designation facilitates 
all deposits. 

No name should appear on the check other than your signature.
Please indicate the purpose of your check on the memo line. 
I urge all district Presidents to relay this information to their members, and thank you for 

your cooperation.   
 
Regards to all.

by Fern McArthur, NCTM 
OMTA Treasurer

Money Matters

Syllabus: No Honors Designations
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These recitals will always be the first Sunday in June and this year will be June 3, 2007 at 
Sherman Clay Pianos in Downtown Portland. The recitals will be from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m., 
2:30 to 3:30 and 4:00 to 5:00. To participate, please mail details to Claudia Hegberg, Level 
X Recital Chair, by May 21st. 

  

State News Syllabus

As we approach Spring Syllabus, 2007, I 
want to extend my very deepest gratitude 
to the Syllabus district chairs throughout 
the state. These volunteers do a super job of 
coordinating the many details of schedul-
ing and running the exams for our students 
and deserve your utmost support. Without 
them, syllabus would not happen! If you 
are not a district chair, or have never held 
that position, you should seriously consider 
offering your assistance in some aspect of the 
coordination process. At the very least, please 
accept your schedule graciously, realizing 
that there can never be a perfect schedule 
for a whole district. Do not even consider 
asking for rescheduling after the schedules 
are typed!

Your district chairs are also responsible 
for checking the repertoire on each student’s 
entry sheet. Please make that part of the 
job easy by following the explicit require-
ments for each level as stated in the NEW 
REVISED 2006 SYLLABUS MANUAL. If 
you have any questions, regarding repertoire 
or musicianship skills, you should first direct 
them to your district chair. 

If your Syllabus district chair is not 
available, please use page 11 of your OMTA 
Handbook Membership Directory to contact 
the appropriate committee members for as-
sistance and answers to questions.

Thank you in advance for your gra-
cious support and cooperation with your 
Syllabus district chairs who work so dili-
gently for you and your students.

Hopefully, you all are now well versed 
on all the updates in the new 2006 Syl-
labus Manual. Please contact your District 
President or Diane Kadwell, NCTM, 
to arrange to obtain your complimentary 
copy (there is a nominal mailing fee). 
Your adjudicator will be examining your 
students this spring based on this 2006 
Syllabus!

Jazz Syllabus will be held on Satur-
day, May 19th, 2007 in Portland (applica-
tion deadline April 14th; mailed to Cherise 
da Cunha), and Saturday, May 5th, 2007 
in Corvallis (application deadline April 5th; 
mailed to Joan Gathercoal). There have 
been a few inquiries about Jazz Syllabus in  
some of the other districts. Please keep Liz 
and Cherise apprised if there is any interest 
for Jazz Syllabus elsewhere in the state. 
Every effort will be made to make Jazz Syl-
labus accessible to other districts if there is 
a demand for it.

Best wishes for a positive Spring Syl-
labus!

by Liz Willis, NCTM and 
Cherise da Cunha, NCTM
Syllabus Co-chairs

by Claudia Hegberg
Level X Recital Chair

O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s

Level X State Recital
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OMTA State Composition Celebration  
Place: Central Lutheran Church, 1857 Potter St., Eugene OR 97403  
Date:  June 3, 2007, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Please note the following important changes to the application checklist for formatting com-
positions:  
 

Requirements For Submitting Compositions:  
Due to the large volume of work involved in compiling the compositions into a book it has 
become necessary to require the entrants to include the following on the scores:  

Title: Put at the top center of the first page using either the Times or Times New Roman 
font; size 36; bold style approximately 1½ inches above the score. 
Instrument: indicate the instrument under the title (i.e. piano) using the Times font; size 
14; plain style. 
Student name and age: Align on the far right on the first page above the score again using 
Times font; size 14; plain style. 
Teacher name: Place under the student’s name using same style, size, etc.  

Manuscripts can be computer-notated or neatly hand-written. Unreadable hand-written 
scores will not be accepted. If the score is hand-written please neatly print information.  

DEADLINE: All materials need to be sent to State Composition Celebration Chair Kaori 
Noland by May 1 (pansy@uoregon.edu, 541-484-1757). We cannot guarantee that late sub-
missions will be included in the book so please get your district’s compositions in on time. 
Thank you.

State News Ensemble Festival

by Joan B Gathercoal, NCTM

Ensemble Festival Chair
The Russell Tripp Performance Center in Takena Hall, LBCC Albany Campus will be the 
site for the 2007 OMTA State Ensemble Festival. Linn Benton Community College will 
host the event. Students will have the privilege of performing on LBCC’s 9 foot Steinway 
– an artist model and a Yamaha CFIIIS 9 foot concert grand, being provided for the occasion 
courtesy of Lawson’s Keyboards in Eugene.

Please save the dates: Saturday, November 17, 2007 and Sunday, November 18, 2007. 
There will be recitals both days. Guidelines, entry forms and deadlines will be available on 
the OMTA Web site soon.

State News Composition Celebration

by Gina Pruitt

Composition Celebration Co-Chair
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State News Membership

Central Oregon District 
Davis, Jennifer (student)                                 
Piano

Eugene District
Ta Oli, Si Qin  (reinstatement)                                     
Piano 

Linn-Benton District
Grabe, Ann
Cello 

Mid-Columbia District
Mitchell, Kristi Lynn
Piano 

Portland District
Istratova, Elena                                         
Piano 

Matney-Irish, Janet (provisional) 
Piano 

Ro, Seoungeun 
Piano 

Zamora, Kezia (provisional) 
Piano 

Salem District
Dixon, Mary (student)                                       
Piano 

Tualatin-Valley District
Sauble, Emily (student)                                   
Piano

Membership Corrections
(Please correct your directory)

Portland District
Tsai, Dr. David

Rogue Valley District
McCarthy, Nova

by Barbara Gustafson-Rice, NCTM 
Membership Chair

Welcome New Members
December 2006-January 2007

Attention All members

If you are currently mentoring a student who wishes to become a member, be certain to 
contact your district membership chair, or myself, for the proper application procedure.

O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s
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by Shirley Byrne
Linn-Benton Chapter
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Student musicians who are high school 
seniors and reside in Linn, Benton, or 
Lincoln counties, or music students from 
those counties who are already in college, 
may now apply for the Loene P. Guthrie 
Scholarship or the Dorothy May Jenks 
Scholarship. 

The deadline for applying is March 16, 
2007. Auditions will be held March 31 in 
Corvallis, Oregon.

Endowments make available $2,000 
dollars. Judges will grant from one to four 
awards, ranging from $1,100 to $450 each, 
depending on the qualifications and num-
bers of applicants.

The Guthrie Scholarship is awarded to 
encourage music teaching. 

The Jenks Scholarship is aimed at all 
music students, not just those who plan 

to teach. Loene P. Guthrie taught piano in 
Corvallis, Oregon for over 40 years. She 
established an endowment to begin after 
her death. She was a long time member of 
OMTA. Mrs. Doris Scharpf of Albany, Or-
egon, generously established an endowment 
to create the Dorothy May Jenks Scholar-
ship, to honor her dear friend. The late Mrs. 
Jenks was a musician and active supporter of 
musical organizations in Albany.

These endowments are managed by the 
Benton County Foundation, and the scholar-
ship competition is administered by Oregon 
Music Teachers Association, Linn-Benton 
Chapter.

Applications are available from Shirley 
Byrne. Call 541-757-8695 or e-mail 
sandjbyrne@comcast.net for information and 
forms. 

OMTA Scholarship Auditions will be held on Friday and Saturday, May 11 & 12 at 
Sherman Clay Pianos in Portland, Oregon. Please check the OMTA website for a list of 
scholarships and prize money available as well as for current application forms. Please 
note: the forms are new this year. Do not send last year’s application forms. If you do not 
have access to a computer, see the OMTA Directory for information.

Scholarship related questions? Call either of the co-chairs — Velma Schludermann 
(503-640-1842) or Linda Barker (503-629-9355) — or send email to 

Velmajean01@hotmail.com.
 Thank you. 

Music Scholarships Offered

Music Scholarships Auditionsby Velma Schluderman and
Linda Barker, Co-Chairs
Scholarship Auditions

State News Scholarships
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District News Lincoln County

Heading into the New Year, the Lincoln 
County District continues to move forward 
with new connections as well as annual 
events. We are in the process of collaborat-
ing with the Newport Symphony (promot-
ing student attendance at concerts as well as 
interest in orchestra instruments) and also 
the American Guild of Organists (co-spon-
soring an organ workshop). It is exciting 
to expand our awareness and network with 
these colleagues.

February will find us busy with the 
Junior Bach Festival, with both the dis-
trict and the regional levels chaired by Jess 
Smith. The district event will be held Sun-
day, Feb. 4, 2:00 at the Newport Performing 
Arts Center, and the regional event will be 
Sunday February 18, 2:00 in Hudson Hall 
at Willamette University in Salem. Our 

adjudicators will be Dr. Barbara Baird 
from U of O for district, and Dr. Jean-
David Coen from Willamette University 
for regional.

In addition, several of our members 
will present a teacher concert for the 
OMTA scholarship fund. The “Spotlight 
on the Teachers” concert, chaired by Dr. 
Mary Lee Scoville, will be held February 
18 at 2:00 p.m. at the Newport Performing 
Arts Center.

The 19th annual Ribbon Festival will 
be held from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturday March 17 at the Newport Per-
forming Arts Center. All interested OMTA 
friends are welcome to drop in, listen and 
see our vivacious day full of musical perfor-
mances and musical art.

O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s

by Sarah Barker Ball
District President
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District News Roseburg
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by Marti Magnussen
District Secretary

The Roseburg District teachers are all 
enjoying a break from the holidays and 
looking forward to what the New Year has 
to bring. 

Several of our students are to be com-
mended on their fine work and the suc-
cess it is bringing them. Many of you are 
familiar with, Jaron Cannon, age 14. He 
has been chosen to perform Concerto in C 
for Piano and Orchestra KV467, with the 
Umpqua Chamber Orchestra as part of the 
concert on May 22, 2007. The competi-
tion was open to all instrumental and vocal 
performances by tape. He is studying with 
Virgina Young. 

Two Roseburg piano students repre-
sented the Roseburg District at the Oregon 

Music Teachers Association State Ensemble 
Festival November 18. Shae Yuma, age 14 
and Chelsie Heberling, 15, played Haba-
ñera from the opera Carmen. In addition 
to the piano, they used tambourine and 
foot castanets. These girls also study with 
Virginia Young.

On Thursday, January 25, the Rose-
burg OMTA and the Umpqua Valley 
Federated Music Club co-sponsored a 
lecture at the Douglas County Library 
entitled “Music Study and Does Music Re-
ally Make You Smarter?” This program was 
open to the public and free of charge. Eric 
Pakulak, doctoral candidate in Psychol-
ogy at the University of Oregon, gave the 
presentation/lecture. 
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District News Tualatin Valley

by Susan Marandas
District Secretary

T h e  Pi a n o  Co n n e C T i o n

Dear Colleagues, 

As a recent arrival to Portland and OMTA member, I’d like to introduce 
my service called The Piano Connection. Founded in 2001 in response 
to frustrations with commercial sales, this service assists piano buy-
ers and sellers on the private market. I’ve been fortunate to assist some 
of Seattle’s top piano instructors (references available). I invite you to 
explore the range of services detailed on my Web site www.thepianocon-
nection.com. You may enjoy reading the Success Stories and Teachers 
pages. 

I welcome your questions and comments, and look forward to hear-
ing from you. 

Esther Warkov, Ph.D
971-255-0388
esther_warkov@comcast.net 

In January our chapter held a Teacher Idea Exchange. So many members volunteered to 
present their favorite teaching tips that our president, Bev McDaniel, brought a timer so 
more information could be shared. Ideas included effective studio organization, original ac-
companiment patterns for scales and technical work, favorite student music games, the most 
convenient shops to purchase unique teaching aids, motivational strategies, the best colors 
to use on paper to enhance learning, and one teacher even demonstrated how to teach notes 
more effectively by playing hopscotch with her students!

At our February meeting, Barbara Parker will present a program for us concerning 
Romantic music. She will perform compositions and also demonstrate effective teaching 
techniques for these compositions. 

As teachers, we are involved in preparing for events for students to share their music; 
many of our teachers are involved in the administrative efforts need to make these events 
successful. Earlene Wagoner is organizing our February 10th Jr. Bach Festival. Nancy Brown 
is arranging our February 25th Sacred Music Festival. Gayle Bland is chairing our March 3 
Contemporary Recital. Future events also will include Nicola Curry arranging our Compo-
sitional Festival, and the upcoming OMTA Syllabus events keep Heidi Evans quite busy! 

In addition to developing performance opportunities for our students, our chapter feels 
it is important for teachers to share music with others also. Our March meeting — our 
Teacher Recital — reflects this emphasis. 

We continue to appreciate each other=s interests in continual learning and our efforts to 
enrich students’ musical experiences.

O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s
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by Sally Burger

District News Central Oregon

Our January meeting was held at the home 
of Patti Petersen in Bend.  The meeting 
was followed by the program “OMTA - the 
Middle Levels.” Patti discussed the Levels 
IV and V of the Piano Syllabus and the 
new revisions.

Special guest, Emily Boring, age 10, 
participated in a live Syllabus Evaluation, 
adjudicated by Margaret Littlehales. Em-
ily is a student  of Pamela Miller.

A report was given on the recent En-
semble Festival, with 66 students partici-
pating.

Plans are underway for the upcoming 
Baroque Festival, Feb. 3, at the Hitchcock 
auditorium on the COCC campus in 
Bend, Jan Saito-Beckman chairing. There 
will be 39 piano students involved in this, 
19 of them competing, and 20 non-pianists 
participating. Aaron Bloom from West 
Linn will be the adjudicator. 

Performance Wellness Workshop
Comes to Portland

Do you or your students suffer from debilitating stage fright, over use 
injuries or extreme perfectionism? 

Help is on the way!

Coming to Portland (March 24, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; March 25, 1 to 7 p.m.): 
Dr. Louise Montello, author, music therapist, psychoanalyst, musician, 
composer and founder of Performance Wellness, Inc., NYC. 

For details click below:

http://www.jeremyschlangen.com/clients/performancewellness/8.5by14_PW_poster.pdf

Opus  61 ,  No .  4   •   March /Apr i l  2007
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I shall never forget the first time I adjudicated at Roma’s Conservatory of Music. I was a 
relatively new adjudicator and she made me feel so welcome, accepted and comfortable. We 
became friends immediately and though I had not seen her lately, I shall treasure the visits 
we had together. Her excellent musicianship, her kind spirit and her love of God were most 
evident. She was truly a treasure.                                 

Linn Benton District of OMTA deeply grieves the loss of Roma Eicher, NCTM. She was a 
valued member who participated in all aspects of our work. One of her greatest contribu-
tions was to develop fine teachers of music in her Conservatory for Music Education. Many 
of these young teachers were employed by her, fresh from their university music study. 
Through Roma’s mentorship, they soon became seasoned teachers. We hope that her fine 
work will continue as a legacy to her love of music and of people.

Here are two of my many memories of Roma:

I invited Roma and Sam to my home for dinner and served lasagna. After dinner, I was 
shocked to see the plastic lid from the Parmesan cheese container at the side of Roma’s plate. 
Always the perfect lady, she had not said anything, even when she found that foreign object 
in her mouth. It’s lucky she didn’t break a tooth! We have laughed about that many times, 
and I now use fresh Parmesan cheese in my cooking!

Roma and I traveled to Russia in the 2000 OMTA delegation. I performed twice with 
the string orchestra, “Gloria.” Needless to say, I was scared to death. But, Roma took me 
aside before the concerts and taught me relaxation techniques such as taking a deep breath 
and counting backwards from 10 to zero slowly as I let the breath out. She helped me so 
much! I still use those techniques in performing today. We also prayed together. She had a 
very deep faith and it showed in everything she did.

(Please see page 14, Roma.)

Memories of Beautiful Roma

In Memoriam

As was reported in the last issue of Music News, Roma Eicher, who was President-Elect, 
died on December 9, 2006. Roma was the administrator of  The Conservatory for Music 
Education in Albany, Oregon and a long standing member of OMTA. Her service to our 
organization and the music community at large was distinguished and unstinting. In addi-
tion to serving on the OMTA State Board of Directors, Roma served on the MTNA confer-
ence planning committee, a competitions review committee and was MTNA High School 
Competitions chair.

Below are tributes written in memory of a wonderful music teacher.

by Janet Harmon, NCTM

by Lucy Watts

by Lanetta Paul, NCTM

O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s
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(Continued from page 13, Roma.)

Roma Eicher:  A Woman For All Seasons
 
I sit by the fire, watching the embers glow and fade away,
And I think of Roma Eicher, a dear friend and colleague,
Who died today.
 
She was a sophisticated lady who loved designer clothes;
And she was a down-home country girl,
With freckles and bare toes.
 
She was revered by her pupils and teachers alike;
And she was a perpetual student herself,
A fledgling in flight.
 
She took on every task she was asked, said yes to every test;
And if overwhelmed, she would call on her friends.
That’s when I liked her best.
 
I will miss Roma in Spring, when she would come adjudicating.
We would sit up half the night, regaling about our trips to Russia,
And the lasting impressions we would take to the grave.
At the breakfast table, in her beautiful suit and pocket scarf just so,
She would humbly bow her head in prayer; then off she’d go.
 
I will miss Roma in Summer, at the OMTA Conference.
We would sit and listen, but pass notes like school kids.
Sometimes we would slip out of a session to walk on the beach,
And talk about things that were, that are, and that are yet to be;
And, of course, talk of family.
 
I will miss Roma in Autumn, when we would gather for the Adjudicators Retreat.
We would spend hours in serious discussion about how to improve.
Then would come the “Make Fun of Ourselves” skit.
Roma would be the first to laugh at herself, and last to laugh at others.
She was a model and a mother.
 
I will miss Roma most in Winter, as her Spring will never come.
I never saw her in Winter, but we would reach out by phone.
East of the mountains, I would talk and watch snow flying hither and thither;
Roma, down in the valley, would be talking and driving in her signature Jaguar,
Going here, there, and everywhere.
 
In Winter, I will sit by the fire,
And watch the embers...
And remember.

 (Please see page 15, Roma.)

In loving memory, 

Margaret Littlehales, NCTM

In Memoriam

Opus  61 ,  No .  4   •   March /Apr i l  2007



 15

(Continued from page 14, Roma.)

I had the privilege of knowing Roma as my teacher, mentor, friend and colleague. I joined 
OMTA as a provisional member in 1996 and Roma helped me attain active status by enroll-
ing me in upper division Syllabus in 1998. She was so patient with me! After fulfilling that 
requirement, I studied off-and-on with Roma until 2004 when we moved away. I also had 
the opportunity to spend a great deal of time at the Albany Conservatory for Music Educa-
tion as Spring Syllabus Chair in 2003 and 2004. In addition to that, my two sons had taken 
preschool music at CME from Roma’s daughter Jaqui Forney and then from Mary Maillet.

Whenever I would walk into the Conservatory, a calm and peace would come over me. 
There would be a fragrant candle burning... music drifting in from various practice rooms... 
lovely framed scenes on the walls... a cozy sitting area... all the little touches that spoke of 
Roma’s sense of design and beauty.  The children’s play area had some very interesting toys 
as I recall... including a HUGE stuffed “Scooby Doo” that put up with a lot of abuse from 
rambunctious preschoolers! 

I liked how Roma dressed, especially when she would wear her faux leopard-skin belt 
and matching shoes. I told her whenever she wore that outfit I was reminded of Cher Bono! 
Roma – truly one of the most beautiful women I have ever known. 

Roma was committed to carrying on the philosophy of her own Master Teacher, Nellie 
Tholen. She embraced her role as a private piano teacher as a high calling from God. Roma 
has blessed so many, many people and I consider myself so very, very blessed to be able to 
say, “Roma Eicher was my teacher.” 

by Martha Lund

In Memoriam

O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s
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three DAy PiAno PeDAgogy WorkshoP

June 19-21, 2007
with

Mary Hall Kogen

Do you have questions about how to teach the basic skills of harmonization, sight-reading, 
transposition, ear training and improvisation, and then relate those skills to piano literature? 
 
Mary Kogen will conduct a three-day workshop addressing these issues.
 
When:   June 19 - 21, 2007
Time:   9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Fee:   $360
Location:  3020 SW Raleighview Drive, Portland, OR 97225

For more information or to register, call 503-407-1382 or e-mail:  rhythmmary@comcast.net

Related News & Events

Adult Playing Class
The next OMTA adult playing class will be held Saturday, April 7, 2007, 10:30 a.m. at 
Classic Pianos in Portland. The recital hall is the first door on the left after you enter. This 
class is for ALL performers, non-pianists included. 

OMTA teachers and their students are welcome to attend, whether they perform or not, 
and whether they live in Portland or not. It’s open to first-timers as well as former partici-
pants and encourages adult performers of all levels.

A sign-up sheet will be circulated at each class for those wishing to be on an e-mail 
reminder list. Coffee (leaded and un) as well as serving utensils are provided, but you bring 
your own refreshments to share, if desired.

If you have further questions, please call Dennis Burbank at 503 642-4305. 
Please come!

by Dennis Burbank, 
NCTM Chair

Opus  61 ,  No .  4   •   March /Apr i l  2007

For Sale: Yamaha Grand
Private party sale (Vancouver, WA) ♪
Model C5, 6 foot 7 inch ♪
Built in 1999 ♪
Black high gloss ♪
Purchased new in Portland from Cascade Music ♪
One owner, lightly played ♪
Moving, must sell  ♪
Asking: $19,995 ♪

Contact Esther Warkov: 971-255-0388; esther_warkov@comcast.net



 17O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s

Outside Events

“The best piano festival I have ever participated in…Absolutely 
first-rate throughout!”  ~ Maurice Hinson

COST:  Passes 
   PianoFest: $100 for the first 75 OMTA members     
(July 12-15) 
   Full week pass: $255 for OMTA members 
(July 8-15)
   Focus on Impressionism: $85 (July 9-10)
   Young Pianists Institute: $85 (July 11-12)

Single tickets: $26-32/recitals (student discount         
available); 
$15/lectures & master classes; $6/films

Tickets may be ordered through the Portland Piano Inter-
national office by calling 503.228.1388
  

Details: The ninth annual Portland International Piano 
Festival will include: 

Focus on Impressionism with Paul Roberts (July 9-10), 
Young Pianists Institute with Ingrid Clarfield (July 11-
12); and PianoFest (July 12-15) featuring 8 artists in 5 
recitals, 6 lectures or lecture-recitals, 5 master classes, 3 
films, and an art exhibit. 

Contacts: Call 503-228-1388 for information
www.portlandpiano.org       pat@portlandpiano.org 

ARTISTS
SARA DAVIS BUECHNER

Top prize winner in many of the world’s most prestigious competi-
tions (including the Gina Bachauer, Tchaikovsky, and Leeds Com-
petitions), Sara Davis Buechner is Assistant Professor of piano and 
chamber music at the University of British Columbia. 

INGRID CLARFIELD
Nationally recognized teacher, clinician, pianist, and author, 
Ingrid Clarfield is Professor of Piano and Coordinator of the Piano 
Department at Westminster Choir College of Rider University in 
Princeton, New Jersey.

ALEJANDRO CREMASCHI
Alejandro Cremaschi teaches piano and piano pedagogy at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder and is intensely involved in 
the performance and recording of music from his native country 
Argentina. 

JEREMY DENK
Jeremy Denk was a 1998 recipient of the Avery Fisher Career Grant 
and is a member of the faculty of the Bard College Conservatory 
of Music. A passionate chamber musician, Dr. Denk collaborates 
regularly with the violinist Joshua Bell.

LEON FLEISHER
Renowned pianist, conductor, and teacher Leon Fleisher was the 
first American to win the prestigious Queen Elisabeth of Belgium 
competition. He has held the Andrew W. Mellon Chair at the 
Peabody Conservatory of Music since 1959, and also serves on the 
faculties of the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia and the 
Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto.

KATHERINE JACOBSON-FLEISHER
Katherine Jacobson-Fleisher made her Carnegie Hall debut to 
critical acclaim in 2004 with duo piano partner Leon Fleisher 
and currently directs the piano ensemble program at the Pea-
body Conservatory of Music. 

STUART ISACOFF
Stuart Isacoff is founding editor of the magazine Piano Today, 
Executive Editor of Sheet Music Magazine, and a recipient of 
the ASCAP Deems Taylor Award for excellence in writing about 
music. 

ANTONIO POMPA-BALDI
First prize winner in the 1999 Cleveland International Piano Com-
petition and silver medalist at the 2001 Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition, Italian-born Antonio Pompa-Baldi serves as 
Distinguished Professor of Piano at the Cleveland Institute of Music. 

PAUL ROBERTS
One of the leading exponents of French piano music, Mr. Roberts is 
author of the celebrated book Images: The Piano Music of Claude De-
bussy. He is a Fellow of the Guildhall School of Music and Drama 
in London and visiting professor at the Royal Northern College of 
Music in Manchester.

FILMS
1. Glenn Gould Hereafter 
2. Daniel Barenboim, 50 Years on Stage
3. Knowing the Score 
4. Ravel
5. Mists, Fairies, & Fireworks

PORTLAND INTERNATIONAL PIANO FESTIVAL 2007
July 8-15, 2007, World Forestry Center, Portland, Oregon
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Outside Events

Portland Youth Philharmonic

Winter Concert
March 3, 2007, 7:30 p.m.  
Mei-Ann Chen, Conductor and Music Director 
Featuring PYP’s 2006-2007 Concerto Competition Winners 
Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall 

The Philharmonic Orchestra presents: ADAMS Tromba Lontana; IVES 
Putnam’s Camp from Three Places in New England; BRUCH Scottish 
Fantasy featuring Brandon Garbot, violin; SAINT-SAËN Violin Concerto 
No. 3 featuring Natalie Yu, violin; BERNSTEIN Symphonic Dances from 
West Side Story.

Tickets: $11-$32 

Chamber Music Concert
April 22, 2007, 2:00 p.m.
Portland Art Museum, Whitsell Auditorium
Featuring wind, brass and string ensembles made up of members of PYP, 
America’s first youth orchestra.
 
$12 for adults 
$10 for seniors/students 
(incl. handling) 
 
503-223-5939 
www.portlandyouthphil.org

Opus  61 ,  No .  4   •   March /Apr i l  2007
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OMTA Supplementary Materials
OMTA Music News 

Page 8 

 
OMTA MERIT CERTIFICATES 

 
OMTA merit certificates are available to OMTA instructors and are earned by students who have com-

pleted a minimum of 30 lessons during the current teaching year. 
These attractive, parchment-like half-sheet certificates are stamped with the OMTA embossed seal. Levels 

2 through 14 are further enhanced by gold seals and colored ribbons. (A level represents a year of study and is 
not related to Syllabus levels.) The determination of the level of each student’s award and all record keeping 
are the teacher’s responsibilities. The student’s name and level, and the teaching season (2006-2007) will be 
printed on the certificate. Certificates are stamped with the signature of OMTA President, Gloria Dakin, and 
there is a space for the teacher to sign. They are usually given in May or June and should be ordered three 
weeks in advance of the time the teacher wants to give them to students. You may pre-order via e-mail. 

 
Guidelines for Ordering: 
♪ List the quantity of certificates desired for each level with each student’s name typed or clearly printed. 
♪ Indicate the date you need the certificates (remember to allow 3 weeks). 
♪ Include a check or money order payable to OMTA ($0.40 per certificate). 
♪ Include a copy of your current membership card. 
♪ All orders must be received by Martha Lund, Merit Certificate Chair, by May 31, 2007. 
♪ For more information, contact Martha at, 909 S. 76th Ave., Yakima, WA  98908, 509-965-5624 or: 

jmlundfam@mylifeline.net 
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OMTA Supplementary Materials
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SYLLABUS SUPPLIES

Syllabus manuals for piano, strings, woodwinds, Celtic harp, guitar, and jazz piano are available for 
purchase. Also available are the current repertoire lists. Prices and shipping costs are as follows:

                   Members        Non-members
Piano Syllabus              $10.00   $15.00
Syllabus Brochure (4)  $1.00
Jazz Piano Syllabus   $5.00   $10.00
String    $5.00   $10.00
Woodwinds    $5.00   $10.00
Celtic Harp    $5.00   $10.00
Guitar    $5.00   $10.00

Repertoire lists:
     Lower Division   $3.00     $6.00
     Upper Division   $4.00     $8.00

Shipping:
     Orders totaling   $5.00, add $1.25
     Orders totaling $10.00, add $2.50
     Orders totaling $15.00, add $3.50
     Orders totaling $20.00, add $4.50

Please send your checks, made out to OMTA, 
to Diane Kadwell, NCTM, 

3525 N. Holly St. 
Canby, OR 97013-8135.
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Syllabus Tape Set $39.95 $49.95

Volume 1 $15.95 $19.95

Volume 2 $15.95 $19.95

Volume 3 $15.95 $19.95

Jazz video tape or DVD  $15.95  $19.95

Postage/Tape Set $4.00 $4.00

Postage/Single Tape or DVD $3.00 $3.00

All proceeds go to the Jean Baines Proctor Memorial Fund.

Non-OMTA Member 
Price Each

OMTA Member 
Price Each Quantity SubtotalItem

Total:

OMTA Supplementary Materials

The Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

PIANO SYLLABUS
With Virginia Hawley Buhn

A Professional Course of Study on Video Tape

The OMTA Piano Syllabus is an outline of study designed to 
provide students with a thorough background in keyboard skills, 
musical understanding and performance ability. These video 
tapes offer suggestions for implementing the Syllabus as a basis 
for effective teaching.

This three-tape set is a must for piano teachers and your own 
music library. The Syllabus Video Tapes follow the course 
outline of the OMTA Syllabus Book and prepare students for a 
successful evaluation.

Tapes may be purchased separately. 

Volume 1: Lower division, Musicianship Skills:  
 Elementary Levels 1-2-3
Volume 2: Lower Division, Musicianship Skills:  
 Intermediate Levels 4-5-6
Volume 3: Upper Division, Musicianship Skills: 
 Levels 7-8-9-10
Jazz Syllabus Video

Make checks or money orders payable to: 

Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc. 
Send to: Joan B. Gathercoal, NCTM 

3328 SW Chintimini Ave., Corvallis, OR 97333-1529 
Phone: 541-752-4732

Syllabus Video Order Form

Submitting Articles and Ads

Please send articles, ads and accompanying graphics (in 
TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format) to me via e-mail at 
shelley.bl@verizon.net. MS Word attachments are best. 

1/4 column ads (and articles about events which  
require an admission fee or tuition): 

 $10.00 for members 
 $25.00 for non-members

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Contact me for amounts.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is always helpful 
and appreciated.

Thank you. 
Shelley Blumberg, Music News Editor

Sept/Oct Aug. 1
Nov/Dec Oct. 1
Jan/Feb  Dec.1

Mar/Apr Feb. 1
May/June Apr. 1

Issues Deadlines
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Additional Study Guides

SYLLABUS STUDY SHEETS

Revised: 2006 version now available 
from Ed Davie. 

There is a new Adjudicator Version available as well.
Phone: 503-357-3185 

E-mail: ewdavie@OregonMTA.org

The price for one set of Levels I–X (10 sheets)
 is $12.00 + $5.00 p & h.

The purchase price includes copy 
rights for your own studio.

All proceeds are donated to the Roberta Davie Memorial 
Composition Scholarship.

For more information, 
contact Ed Davie and ask for an explanation sheet.

PIANO SYLLABUS AIDS

Copies of previous (2001–2003) rhythm-reading and sight-reading examples used during exams for Levels 1–10 are 
available for reference in preparing students for their exams. If you would like to have a set, send a $3.00 check (to 

cover Xerox and mailing costs) made out to Lisette Sage and mailed to her at 
15240 SW Obsidian St., Beaverton, OR 97007-8949.

SUPER SCALES A LA SYLLABUS

Revised!
Music Notation in All Keys

Major & Minor Scales, Chords,
Arpeggios, Progressions, Modes

     Levels  1, 2, 3  Book 1 $15.00
     Levels  4, 5, 6  Book 2   15.00
     Levels  7, 8, 9  Book 3   15.00
     Postage: 1 book           1.50
     Postage: 2 or 3 books     2.00

Donna Byars  
Ph: 503-614-8622

20475 NW Rock Creek Blvd.
Portland, OR 97229-3114

The following materials are privately produced by some of our members for your benefit.



 23

Additional Study Guides

Jensen Technique For Piano
Books 1 & 2

I am an OMTA member, having taught voice and piano in Portland for 53 years. During these years I have taught my 
students with books from major music conservatories. Two years ago the publisher discontinued the music book for 
beginners. I could not find another book I felt was suitable for my students. As a result I wrote my own book for beginning 
piano.

This book, Jensen Technique for Piano, Books 1 & 2 (bound together), will give students knowledge of theory and the 
tools to learn at whatever speed their talents allow. The book also helps students learn notes and not just fingering. 

Each section teaches a new aspect of reading and interpreting music. There is also a variety of music styles to make 
learning more fun. Included with the book is an outline on how to incorporate the lessons into your teaching plan. Plus 
there is email support if you have additional questions.

The cost of the book is $17.95, shipping and handling included. For OMTA members, your first copy of Jensen 
Technique for Piano, Books 1 & 2, is reduced to $14.95 to make it easier for you to get acquainted with this book and how 
it will help your students.

To order books or request more sample pages emailed to you, please send an email to Pauline Jensen, JVPS@comcast.
net or call 503-286-1168.

O M T A  M u s i c  N e w s
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OMTA Chairs 2006–2008

Opus  61 ,  No .  4   •   March /Apr i l  2007

CertifiCation

Cathy N. Thoma, NCTM

eduCation

Pamela S. Miller, NCTM*

Junior bAch FestivAl

Carol S. Kilmer, NCTM*

ensemble FestivAl

Dr. Mary Lee coville
Jessica W. Treon

merit certiFicAtes

Martha M. Lund

PArticiPAtion troPhy

Joanne H. Sweet

finanCe

Carol A. White, NCTM*

treAsurer

Fern L. McArthur, NCTM 

AssistAnt treAsurer

Sue A. Nelson, NCTM

buDget

Mary Ann Guenther, NCTM*

grAnt Writer

Pauline Eidemiller, NCTM

omtA/mtnA FounDAtion

Robyn Pfeifer, NCTM*

LegisLative ParLiamentarian

Margaret Littlehales, NCTM*

marketing

Stella Meinzer NCTM*

advertising

Linda N. Fehr  

membershiP

Barbara Gustafson-Rice, NCTM

locAl AssociAtions

Janet Swartz, NCTM

ProvisionAl members

Cherise da Cunha, NCTM

PubLiC reLations

Mary Hulme, NCTM 

ethics

Linda K. Hansen*

historiAn

Joan Gathercoal, NCTM 

inDePenDent music teAchers Forum

Barbara Imbrie, NCTM  

musiclink

Mary Hulme, NCTM 

university liAison

Barbara Roberts, NCTM*

PubLiCations

Dr. Bonnie M. Esbensen 

Directory

Kellie B. Stephens*

music neWs eDitor

Shelley R. Blumberg

oregon musiciAn eDitor

Margaret Littlehales, NCTM

Web site eDitor

Dr. Bonnie M. Esbensen*
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OMTA Chairs 2006–2008
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sChoLarshiP Commission

Linda L. Barker

scholArshiP AuDitions

Velma J. Schludermann, NCTM

stAte conFerence

Roma J. Eicher, NCTM*

student ComPosition 
CeLebration

Kaori Noland*
Co-Chair Gina Pruitt*

comPoser oF the yeAr seArch

Jill L. Hickenlooper, NCTM

mtnA comPosition comPetition

Daniel A. Brugh 

student PerformanCe  
ComPetitions

Barbara Parker*

mtnA Junior high

Gayle L. Bland*

mtnA senior high

Barbara Parker*

mtnA young Artist comPetition

Joan Wall 

mtnA chAmber music

Joan Wall*

syLLabus

Elizabeth E. Willis, NCTM
Co-Chair Cherise da Cunha, NCTM*

ADJuDicAtor Assignments

Aaron M. Bloom, NCTM 

ADJuDicAtor certiFicAtion

Carol A. White, NCTM

level X recitAl

Claudia A. Hegberg

neW ADJuDicAtor APPlicAtions

Patricia J. Petersen, NCTM 

rePertoire reFerence

Carol Ratzlaf, NCTM 
Kelli B. Stephens 

sight reADing

Geneva R. Wright, NCTM *

suPPLies

Diane L. Kadwell, NCTM

*New to the position in 2006–2008
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OMTA 2006–2008 Officers

Next Music News copy DEADLINE:
April 1, 2007

Music News
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Oregon MusicTeachers Association, Inc.

Affiliated with:
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State Web site
www.oregonmta.org

President

Gloria H. Dakin, NCTM

President eLeCt

Roma J. Eicher, NCTM

seCretary

Myrna Elmore, NCTM

treasurer

Fern McArthur, NCTM

immediate Past President

Mary Ann Guenther, NCTM

PubLiCations Chair

Dr. Bonnie Esbensen

musiC news editor

Shelley Blumberg 

suPPort seCretary

(computer records)
Edward W. Davie


