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According to Wikipedia, synergy is “an
interaction or cooperation giving rise to
a whole that is greater than the simple
sum or its parts.” The joy in my work as
President of OMTA involves quite a lot
of synergy. In conversations and
meetings, everyone contributes their
part, sparking more ideas and
strengthening each other more than
Sarah Ball, NCTM
expected. A recent example of the
OMTA President
synergy OMTA has is the work the
ESMAR ad hoc committee has done this
fall. Results from the survey indicated wider interest than we
expected, and the committee conversations are quite exciting. Stay
tuned for developments!
On any day, our members can be reminded of our shared vision and
tap into synergistic connections by simply browsing our website or
reading Music News. Over and over, our teachers and students
demonstrate musical excellence through statewide festivals
(Ensemble, Sonatina, Baroque, Composition), scholarships
(competitive scholarships, need-based grants and MusicLink),
competitions (Oregon MTNA competitions and several district
concerto competitions), and music curricula (Syllabus and ESMAR).
Members can access a wide variety of workshops, connect with local
colleagues at district meetings, and gather at professional
conferences to maintain the highest standards of music education.
In addition, we can access troves of resources provided by MTNA
(please explore MTNA.org) including National Certiﬁcation.

@OregonMTA

Taking a wider view, please realize that OMTA events and resources
are grass-roots programs created by members over the years. We

www.oregonmta.org | 1

STATE NEWS

are all indebted to our forebears for envisioning and producing
them. What a legacy! It falls upon all of us to keep them going
today.
Together we create musical synergy that is a self-perpetuating cycle
of give and take. How will you contribute and reap the rewards in
the New Year?

The link below connects you to your local
District Associations, OMTA Board of
Directors, and Committee Chairs:
www.oregonmta.org/about/leadership
OMTA Board of Directors
PRESIDENT
Sarah Ball, NCTM
PRESIDENT-ELECT
Liz Willis, NCTM

Sarah Ball, NCTM
OMTA President

SECRETARY
Amie Belisle

MEMBERSHIP
We are happy to announce the following new
members. Welcome to OMTA!
Elizabeth Raby is a new active member in the East
Portland District.
Pollyanna Moody is a new active member in the
East Portland District.
Mary Morganti
State Membership
Chair

Sterling Lacaden is a new collegiate member in
the Tualatin Valley District.
We extend a most gracious welcome to OMTA,
and we look forward to meeting and working with
each of you!

TREASURER
Fern McArthur, NCTM
RESTRICTED FUNDS TREASURER
Susan Todd, NCTM
PAST PRESIDENT
Selina Manson
BUDGET
Selina Manson
CERTIFICATION
Anastasia Kitaev, NCTM
COMPETITIONS
Dr. Julia Lee
CONFERENCE
Selina Manson
EDUCATION
Dr. Janet Pollack
FINANCE
Fern McArthur, NCTM
MARKETING
Angela Kelly
MEMBERSHIP
Mary Morganti
PARLIAMENTARIAN & LEGISLATIVE
Dr. Bonnie Esbensen
PERSONNEL & CONTRACTED
SERVICES
Sarah Ball, NCTM
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Ashlee Young, NCTM
PUBLICATIONS
Alexis Gibbons, NCTM
SYLLABUS
Heid Evans, NCTM
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SYLLABUS

Heidi Evans, NCTM
Syllabus Chair

Happy New Year!
I hope each of you took the opportunity to ﬁll out the
new Adjudicator Evaluation form. Thank you to
everyone who did. As always, if there’s an area we
could improve upon, please include a few sentences
with helpful suggestions for how something might be
handled better or differently. Adjudicators walk into
the unknown in each and every exam. We train
extensively for this, but your feedback helps us
continue to improve.
We plan to continue with hybrid Syllabus through the
Spring 2022 season. As scheduling takes place, do
take the time to conﬁrm with your chair whether you
are scheduled for virtual or for in-person. We don’t
quite have enough adjudicators to cover all the inperson requests; some may end up as virtual
Syllabus.
A few reminders about hybrid Syllabus:

•

If you have both in-person and virtual students,
expect them to be scheduled on different days
with different adjudicators (and consider adding
an extra Teacher Conference).

•

•

If you’re hosting Syllabus in person, expect to
have other teachers and their students attending
at your studio.
Please be respectful of safety concerns as we
continue to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic,
and read the protocols posted on the OMTA
website at
https://oregonmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2122-Syllabus-Hybrid-Protocols-Teachers.pdf.

Level X Awards: the recital form has been updated
on the OMTA website with instructions for how to
format the video’s privacy settings, title, and
contents. Also, since the videos are publicly shared
by OMTA, permissions must be signed by the
student/parent as well as teacher.
https://oregonmta.org/programs/syllabus
Level X Repertoire: check Level X repertoire
carefully with the OMTA Syllabus Repertoire lists to
be sure that it meets the minimum requirements of
having no more than one piece at Level 9. If you have
questions, please run them past the Syllabus
Repertoire committee who are listed on the website
at https://oregonmta.org/programs/syllabus.
I hope each week of teaching is ﬁlled with new
repertoire, new ideas, and students who are excited
about what they’re learning!
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COMPOSITION CELEBRATION

Dianne Davies
State Composition Chair

The OMTA Composition Celebration will be up on
the state website on June 4. All district honored
composer’s applications and $15 registration fees are
due May 5 and performance YouTube videos are due
May 10.
Winter is a great time to work on composition with
your students. One idea I have used is composing by
number. One easy way to begin is to use a die to
randomly roll out a group of scale degrees and start
improvising the numbers as scale degrees in a scale.

melody dictated an F Major tonality. The original C
Major scale degrees for 665-4376 translated to the
pitches: A A G F E B-ﬂat A. These same pitches
harmonized with F Major morphed into the scale
degrees of 3 3 2 1 7 4 3. With the zero, I treated it
throughout the composition as a wild note that
would nicely ﬁnish the phrase. Here is the ﬁrst line of
the music.

Another approach is to use already grouped
numbers, for instance a telephone number, and
correlate those digits to scale degrees. In my
Reﬂection Set, III. Serenade Sentimental, I wanted to
infuse my family into the composition. I began by
singing the scale degrees of each of our phone
numbers. It ended up being such a beautiful line that
the melodic content is inspired by the scale degrees
from our phone numbers.
My childhood home phone had the digits 665-4376
and our current land line is 646-8190. I began
improvising on a right hand melody against a C
Major chord progression. As I toyed with the melody,
I liked the ﬂat seventh scale degree, which made the
leading tone B become a B-ﬂat. The transforming

I hope these tips and tricks continue to inspire you to
include composition in your teaching.
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CERTIFICATION

Anastasia Kitaev, NCTM
State Certiﬁcation Chair

Happy New Year to Everyone!
I hope you have a great start to 2022 and are full of
energy and determination to conquer your goals for
the New Year. If you are considering becoming a
Nationally Certiﬁed Teacher of Music as one of your
New Year’s resolutions, I have some motivation for
you to commit yourself to reach that goal!
Before I decided to enroll in the Certiﬁcation
Program, the most important questions I asked
were, “Why should I do it? What are the beneﬁts
of being certiﬁed?” At that time (and even now, as I
completed my Certiﬁcation very recently), I would
have liked to hear the opinion of a more
experienced, respected colleague, someone who
had been certiﬁed for some time and could evaluate
the impact of that effort on their professional life in
retrospect.
Just a few weeks ago, I had the privilege and
pleasure to have lunch with OMTA President, Sarah
Ball. During this meeting, we had an enthralling talk
about teaching music, inspiring our students to
practice and grow artistically, becoming a better
teacher for them, and developing a career in music.
Of course, I took advantage of the chance and asked
Sarah what Certiﬁcation means to her personally and
if she would be willing to share her thoughts with
other OMTA members. I am thrilled that she had
agreed to do so. And today, I am excited to share
her letter, in which she talks about her own
Certiﬁcation values.

“The process of becoming nationally certiﬁed is one
that I enjoyed and am very glad to have completed. It
had been a goal for many years, so when the time felt
right, I jumped in. The ability to pace myself and
tackle one project at a time made the process quite
doable.
The projects challenged me to reﬂect on my teaching.
I enjoyed making videos of the beginning, middle,
and ﬁnal stages of teaching an upper division piece to
a student. Other challenges prompted me to think
more deeply about teaching advanced repertoire
(historical context, theory analysis and anticipation of
technical challenges). It gave me a good reason to
make a video of myself performing to the best of my
ability, having gathered exciting tips and tools from
being a Tholen Fellow and taking “high caliber”
lessons for two years (this could also have been
accomplished by taking lessons from a more
advanced colleague within OMTA).
As a NCTM, I feel more respected in general, both in
the community and with colleagues. In addition,
certiﬁcation opened the door to becoming a Syllabus
adjudicator. Since I have received so much over the
years through Syllabus, I really wanted to return the
favor to the best of my ability. It is deeply rewarding
to encourage others in their musical journeys. I ﬁnd it
is easy to renew my certiﬁcation each year, as I am
always serving in one volunteer position or another
within OMTA, and entering students in events. It is a
self-perpetuating and meaningful cycle of give-andtake.
I wholeheartedly encourage others to consider
becoming a Nationally Certiﬁed Teacher of Music.
The satisfaction is deep and the rewards are many.”

—Sarah Ball

Anastasia Kitaev, NCTM and Sarah Ball, NCTM
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GRANT PROGRAMS
OMTA/OCF Nellie Tholen District Enrichment Project Programs:
Teacher Enrichment for All!
I am delighted to take over the role of Enrichment Project Coordinator from Susan
Todd. I have big shoes to ﬁll! Susan has generously given her time to train me and
answer my ongoing questions.
There are a couple of presentations coming up in January and February to help
enhance your continuing teacher education. All members are welcome to attend any
virtual presentation!

Karen Huntsberger, NCTM
Nellie Tholen Grant
Coordinator

Up-to-date information will be available on the OMTA website, and you are always
welcome to email me with any questions. Contract the District President for the Zoom
link for any presentation you may wish to attend.
https://oregonmta.org/teachers/enrichment-workshops/

Upcoming Grant Programs:

JANUARY 10
Eugene District via Zoom
Monday, January 10, 2022, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Dianne Davies

Composition: Stealing from the Masters
Dianne has taken pieces from the pianist’s repertoire and used them as a guide to compose
new works. Two of Dianne’s compositions from her Rainforest Animals pieces were inspired
by two Debussy Preludes from Book 1. Dianne will discuss how The Sunken Cathedral,
Dianne Davies
Prelude No. 10, inspired her work, The Amazonian Manatee as well as how Minstrels,
Prelude No. 12, inspired The Golden Lion Tamarin. This workshop is to encourage teachers to present repertoire to
students as a guide to their own creativity.

FEBRUARY 8
Linn-Benton District via Zoom
Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Dr. Matt Cooper

Ornamentation and Performance Practice: Domenico Scarlatti's Remarkable Keyboard Sonatas
Dr. Cooper will present a journey through Scarlatti's 160 harpsichord sonatas, published by G.
Schirmer, with an eye toward successful performance at the piano. The presentation will include
historical background, live playing of examples of numerous representative and more-accessible
sonatas, as well as discussion of interpretation and performance practice.
Dr. Matt Cooper
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Other Resources:
Videos from the 2021 OMTA State Conference are now posted on the members-only part of the OMTA website.
Whether you went to the Conference or not, this is a great resource!

•
•

Programs from the 2019-2021 OMTA State Conferences: https://oregonmta.org/teachers/conferences
Past District Workshops: https://oregonmta.org/teachers/enrichment-workshops

Videos to help teachers adapt to teaching online, created Spring 2020, are still available on the following
sites:

•
•
•

OMTA Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/oregonmta
OMTA YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/oregonmta/videos
OMTA Vimeo channel: https://vimeo.com/showcase/6946123

Angela Hewitt

guest artistic curator

2021 / 2022 SEASON

THE SOLO PIANO SERIES
ANGELA HEWITT
ARISTO SHAM
Hong Kongese

SAT & SUN
JAN 22 / 23, 2022 / 4PM
Lincoln Performance Hall

Canadian

SAT & SUN
FEB 5 / 6, 2022 / 4PM
Lincoln Performance Hall
“unparalleled Bach plus Messiaen”

“the rarely heard Dutilleux sonata”

JOIN US!
Special discount tickets for OMTA students & teachers!
Call our office for more info: 503.228.1388

503.228.1388
PORTLANDPIANO.ORG
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LINCOLN COUNTY DISTRICT
Cathy Champion-Predmore, Lincoln County District Vice President

Happy New Year to everyone!
The Lincoln County District has been motivated after
our Spotlight On The Teachers concert in late
September and we are preparing for another in
February. We joined Rebekah Carter online in
November for a very practical discussion on
communication with families. This topic helps us
maintain high standards for ourselves and our clients,
while acknowledging everyday challenges parents
contend with.

the Dorothy Taubman Approach to playing piano.
On Friday, Deborah demonstrated some basic
techniques that apply to our own playing as well as
our students’. The second part of the weekend
allowed time for individual lessons with Ms. Cleaver.
This continues to be a very successful remedy for
injured musicians.
The group will hold monthly meetings and
participate in Spring Syllabus exams before hosting
one more OMTA member presentation in May.

We hosted Deborah Cleaver on December 3 and 4 in
our homes. She presented an informative outline of

Deborah Cleaver, Ramona Goddard, Mary Morganti, and Cathy ChampionPredmore

HUMORESQUE
What’s the best thing about January? No more Christmas carolers!
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INFORMATION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ABOUT MUSIC NEWS
Submit Articles for Music News
Please send articles and accompanying graphics in TIFF, EPS, JPEG or
PDF format to Alexis Gibbons via email: musicnews@oregonmta.org. MS Word and
Google Doc ﬁles preferred.

Music News
Acknowledgements
EDITED BY
Alexis Gibbons, NCTM
musicnews@oregonmta.org

Related imagery is encouraged to be submitted along with your article. Images must
fall into one of these categories:

•
•
•
•

Your own work—i.e. you took the photograph
Freely Licensed or Purchased Licensed
Public Domain
Fair Use

PUBLISHED BY
Oregon Music Teachers Association
AFFILIATED WITH
Music Teachers National Association

Attach images to the same email as your article submission. Include a short (one
sentence/phrase) caption of each image.

GRAPHIC DESIGN BY
Samantha Yeung
www.samanthayeung.com

If a photo includes a student that is a minor, please send a completed
photo release form. Here is the link:
www.oregonmta.org/wp-content/uploads/OMTA_PhotoVideo_Release_Form.pdf

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS
Robin Power & Caris Power
ofﬁce@oregonmta.org

Advertise in Music News

Ways to Support OMTA

Please send print-ready ads in TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format to Caris Power or Robin
Power: ofﬁce@oregonmta.org. Ads must meet speciﬁcations listed below.

•

Select OMTA on Amazon Smile
www.smile.amazon.com

•

Contribute to one of our
Scholarships or Grants
www.oregonmta.org/scholarships

•

Participate in fundraisers for
OMTA/ MTNA Foundations
www.oregonmta.org/foundations

Visit www.oregonmta.org/publications to order ad space.

•

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. Submitting material before
deadlines is always helpful and appreciated.

Advertise in Music News or other
OMTA publications
www.oregonmta.org/music-news

•

Donate directly to OMTA
www.oregonmta.org/donate

Half Single Column
Full Single Column
Half Double Column
Half Page
Full Page

$25
$35
$45
$70
$140

2.6” W x 4.375” H
2.6” W x 8.75” H
5.4375” W x 4.375” H
8.5” W x 5.5” H
8.5” W x 11” H

300 ppi (no bleed)
300 ppi (no bleed)
300 ppi (no bleed)
300 ppi (no bleed)
300 ppi (no bleed)

Submission Deadlines
The submission deadline is always the 15th of the month preceding the
date of publication.
January
February
March
April
May
June
September
October
November
December

December 15
January 15
February 15
March 15
April 15
May 15
August 15
September 15
October 15
November 15

CONTACT & CONNECT
ofﬁce@oregonmta.org
www.oregonmta.org
PO Box 5335
Portland, Oregon 97228

@OregonMTA
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