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We received a delightful surprise last month during the busy
weeks of holiday preparations,
recitals, and concerts. Thanks to
your donations and support, our
2019 MTNA Foundation Fellow
Nominee, Susan Todd, NCTM
of Portland District has been fully
funded. She will be honored at the
2019 MTNA Conference gala in
Spokane. Check your May Music
News for an article and pictures
honoring her.
Thanks to all who contributed
to this worthy fund which supports
students and teachers throughout
our organization through grants,
scholarships and awards.
We always look forward
to receiving your nominations

for our 2020 Oregon MTNA
Foundation Fellow. Visit Teacher
Resources/Award and Honors on
our OMTA website for details,
https://tinyurl.com/ju594bp. We
would appreciate nominations by
mid-January so that we can present
our recommendations to the board
at its February 16 meeting.
District Presidents, please set
January 15 as your goal for submitting nominations for Honorary
Life Members. You can request a
list of 25 year (or more) members
in your District from the OMTA
office. Further details on nomination requirements are found on
the Awards and Honors link previously mentioned.

President’s Corner
Trial Membership

Selina Manson
OMTA President

Many of us have teacher friends and colleagues who are not members of MTNA/
OMTA. At the very least we’ve seen teachers post on Nextdoor that they have openings in their studio and we wonder, “Who
is that?”
From January 1 through June 30,
MTNA offers a trial membership. It is
six months long and 50 percent off the
national dues. The hope is that these new
members see all the wonderful benefits to
membership and decide to renew in the
summer.
You might be thinking, what are some
of these benefits? Most of us are aware of
the awesome Office Depot discount (up
to 80 percent). My last set of recital programs was under $1 after my discount for
the printing! Another fantastic benefit:

webinars. They are all archived on MTNA’s
website under the “members only” section.
There are tax guides, legal guides, as well
as discounts on personal and professional
insurance. The list goes on and on!
As OMTA members, we have many
wonderful benefits to offer as well. Syllabus is a program only available to students
of our members. There are many scholarships available for our students and there
are grants available for our teachers and
local districts.
If you have a friend who isn’t a member, open up the conversation. They might
not realize all the opportunities they are
missing. I encourage you to visit our website https://oregonmta.org/ and MTNA’s
website https://www.mtna.org/ to make sure
you are aware of all the opportunities too!
Happy New Year!

Selina Manson
OMTA President
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State News
Dianne Davies
State Composition Chair

Dianne Davies
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State Composition Celebration
Meet the State Composition Chair
When I turned 50, I put on a program of
all new music by living local composers
from our chapter of NACUSA (National
Association of Composers USA) called
Cascadia Composers. Since this experience,
I have taken up composing. The experience
of creating music and sharing it with others
has been life changing. Providing that experience for students has become a passion
of mine.
To get your students involved, enter
students in your District Composition Celebration. If chosen as an Honored Composer by their district adjudicator, students
are eligible for entry to the State Composition Celebration. If your student accepts,
their composition will be included in a
booklet of all Honored Composers scores
and will be available for purchase at the
State Recital. The cost varies based on the
number of entries, approximately $5 to $7
per book. The State Composition Celebration will be held:
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Saturday, June 1
Portland Piano Company
8700 NE Columbia Blvd.
Portland, OR 97220
The application and $15 fee must be postmarked by May 1 to:
Dianne Davies
6995 SW Larkspur Place
Beaverton, OR 97008
Compositions must be electronically
submitted by May 1 to:
diannedavies00@gmail.com
Questions? Contact:
Dianne Davies
diannedavies00@gmail.com
(503) 646-8190 home or
(503) 998-5220 cell
I look forward to hearing the music
composed by your students!

State News
Heidi Evans, NCTM
State Syllabus Chair

Syllabus
Happy New Year! Here are some discussion points on music of the Romantic and
Impressionist Eras from the 2018 Adjudicator’s Retreat.
Romantic Era concepts to listen and look for:
• Rubato—tasteful and balanced
•

Cantabile—singing tone, long phrase
lines, and melodic voicing

•

Pedal—Clean damper pedal with
harmonic sensitivity; use una corda for
contrast

•

Expressive playing—in touch with the
character of the piece

•

Texture—Layers and levels of sound
between the voices (inner voices should
be softer)

•

Preparation—Readiness with tempo,
fingering, technique and movement

Impressionist Era concepts to listen and
look for:
• Pedal—long note values and pedal
points suggest the timing of damper
pedal changes; use flutter pedal for
greater clarity as needed, or sostenuto
pedal
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•

Rubato—finding balance between an
improvisatory sound (Debussy’s “Prelude” from Suite Bergamasque) while
respecting the pulse (“Clair de lune”)

•

Tone color—warm, non-percussive,
shaded through exquisite attention to
voicing

•

Rhythm—homophonic rhythm and
polyrhythms

•

Imagery—pictures through sounds

•

Approach to the keys—less down
motions

Creative Audition tips:
• Leggiero—registration in Leggiero is
for Lower or Upper, not by level. Creative Audition is a 20-minute exam for
Lower Division and a 40-minute exam
for Upper Division.
•

Preparation List—the teacher is
expected to furnish a list of items the
student has prepared to the adjudicator
at the start of the exam.

•

Creative Audition registrations may not
change to Demonstration or Evaluation
due to paperwork and time/fee schedules.

•

Have a student who only practices
Romantic Era? Have them prepare a
Romantic focused Creative Audition
with repertoire, skills, composer bios,
or improvisation skills! This is your opportunity to think outside the box and
engage your students in what brings
music alive to them.

Helpful tips (hint, hint . . . these change
monthly):
• Progressions—Students not practicing
progressions? Borrow a song such as the
opening to “Lavender’s Blue” for those
Level 3 Plagal Cadences or improvise
with broken chords and pedal!
•

Repertoire—Repertoire must match
the level being tested with only one
piece being one level lower; all others
must meet or exceed the level being
tested. Direct questions to the Syllabus
Repertoire Committee well in advance
of the deadline.

•

Extra time—You can purchase extra
time if the repertoire meets/exceeds half
the exam time, or if the student needs
extra time to process directions during
the exam.

•

Level X suggestions coming in February!

Have a question you’d like addressed here?
E-mail me: heidievanspiano@gmail.com.
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State News
Holly Counts
IMTF Chair

Independent Music Teachers Forum
The school year is well underway! Do you
find yourself thinking about issues related
to teaching that you would like to see
discussed at the state level? Do you wish
you had better access to clinicians or master
classes? Thoughts about Syllabus or Festivals? Ideas that you think should get our
board’s attention? Then please contact me,
Holly Counts, OMTA’s Independent Music
Teachers Forum Chair. I will report any input I receive to the board. Please e-mail with
your thoughts at hollycounts@gmail.com. I
look forward to hearing from you!

THE SOLO
PIANO
SERIES
2018 / 2019
SEASON

BEHZOD ABDURAIMOV
W/

Holly Counts

STANISLAV IOUDENITCH

JAN 26 & 27, 2019 / 4PM
LINCOLN HALL

SPECIAL OMTA DISCOUNTS!
Students/families of OMTA teachers can
purchase SOLO Series tickets for just
$5 each. OMTA teachers may purchase
tickets for $20 each. Seats are assigned
the day before the performance and
tickets are held at will call. To order,
please call our office at 503.228.1388.
Note: Regular ticket prices are $45 / $55.

PIANO CONCERTO
COMPETITION
JAN 25, 2019 / 7PM
LINCOLN HALL
PORTLANDPIANO.ORG
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State News
Laura Davis
Membership Chair

Membership
Chiming in with New Members

As we ring in the new year, I am reminded
of how my teaching and my life have
changed since I joined OMTA. I really had
no idea how much I would gain through
active involvement in my local district, and
later on the state level. It is so exciting to
imagine how our new members will learn
and grow on many levels once they become
involved.
New friendships, professional development, and opportunities to serve await our
“newbies” in dazzling variety. Whenever you
meet a newer member, or have a chance to
get better acquainted, try to remember how
overwhelming it might seem to suddenly
realize the huge variety of events offered in
Oregon Music Teachers Association. Offer
your perspective and encourage them to
jump in, attend meetings and conferences,
and enter students in some festivals.
Exciting times await for these new
members. Welcome to OMTA!

Make
Music
Live!

Portland

Ben Gimm
Piano, String Bass, Theory
Lifia Teguh
Piano
Perry Thoorsell
String Bass, Bass Guitar, Jazz,
Composition, Music History,
General Music
Four-year music scholarships
awarded for majors and nonmajors
Degree Programs
BA in Music
Minor in Music
Minor in Arts,
Technology
& Multimedia
Final live audition date and
online auditions deadline:

Feb. 2, 2019

willamette.edu/go/musicauditions
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State News
Susan Todd, NCTM
OMTA District Projects
Grant Coordinator

OMTA District Projects Grant Programs
Teacher Enrichment for All!
The winter season is a time of quiet and
travel through the mountains can be a challenge. We only had one grant program in
December, and another is set for the first
part of January. For learning, it is a great
time to take advantage of the grant programs found online! Details are listed at the
bottom of this article. It is also a great time
to mark your February calendars and make
plans to attend a grant program near you!
As always, we are grateful to Nellie Tholen
and the Oregon Community Foundation
for funding this grant and bringing delightful programs to our members and their
communities throughout the state.
Friday, January 11
10:00 a.m.–Noon
Tualatin Valley
Tigard United Methodist Church
9845 SW Walnut Pl., Portland, OR 97223
Dr. Crystal Zimmerman
Albums for the Young: fascinating but
lesser known repertoire choices for the
intermediate level pianist.
Repertoire suggestions and ideas for engaging student imaginations, creating truly
magical learning experiences.
Friday, February 8
10:00 a.m.–Noon
Tualatin Valley
Tigard United Methodist Church
9845 SW Walnut Pl., Portland, OR 97223
Cindy Peterson-Peart, NCTM
Syllabus for Everyone: Observed Syllabus
Exams and Thoughts on the Creative
Audition.
Do you want to make Syllabus relevant for
all of your students, even those who “don’t
have time to practice?” Do your students
feel anxious and under-prepared during
Syllabus season? Would you like to observe
a Syllabus exam and have the opportunity
to ask questions of the adjudicator? Ideas
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will be presented on how to custom fit
the Syllabus program to every student and
some creative ideas on how to use Syllabus
to motivate and reward your students.
Friday, February 8
10:00 a.m.–Noon
Salem
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
1770 Baxter Road SE, Salem, OR 97306
Heidi Evans, NCTM
Teaching modes: Syllabus, Christmas,
Chopin, and beyond!
Bringing relevance to the modes through
the study of traditional songs and great
works of piano repertoire.
Saturday, February 9
10:00 a.m.–Noon
Umatilla-Morrow
Place TBA
Joseph Hoffman
Training the Ear and the Eye from the
Start: The Hoffman Method.
Drawing on his Kodàly training, Joseph
Hoffman (M.M.) has developed an innovative method for teaching piano to young
children.

(Continued on next page)

State News

OMTA District Projects Grant Programs (Continued)
Monday, February 11
10:00 a.m.–Noon
Eugene
First Congregational Church
1050 E 23rd Avenue, Eugene, OR 97405
Dr. Johnandrew Slominski
The Art of Classical Improvisation—
Masters including Bach, Mozart,
Clementi, and Liszt were renowned for
their improvisational prowess—but
how did they do it? And what can we
learn from their practices?
This workshop guides participants through
the basics of historical improvisation and
demonstrates methods and materials for including well-crafted improvisation activities
in our teaching.
Friday, February 22
Times and Locations TBD
Blue Mountain
Dr. Diane Baxter, NCTM
Stepping into the Light: Thoughts
on Performance Anxiety
Learn some of the causes of performance
anxiety, and tips on how to do your best
under duress.
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Remember—you can view these grant
presentations online at:
https://tinyurl.com/zxluqok
Nurturing Potential into Passion
by Leila Viss
Starter Steps for Playing 18th Century
Repertoire on the Modern Piano
by Donna Gunn, NCTM
Tips for Preparing for Syllabus Exams
by Heidi Evans, NCTM
Succeeding with Sonatinas
by Dr. Crystal Zimmerman
Music and the Brain: How We Hear and
Understand Melody and Rhythm
Dr. Crystal Zimmerman
Authentic Baroque Dance
by Judith Kennedy and Daniel Stephens

January 2019

District News
Helen Jones, NCTM

Central Oregon

Happy New Year!
Our District met on December 14 at the
home of Margaret Littlehales, NCTM for
our traditional holiday potluck. We were
treated to holiday music presented by our
members. We also sang two carols at the
same time (partner songs) and played red
cups to We Wish You a Merry Christmas.

Our next student event will be the Baroque/Classical Festival on February 9. Students will perform pieces from either period
of musical history. Janet Smith and Judy
Kamperman are co-chairs for this event.
Best wishes to you for 2019 from Central Oregon District!

Playing Red Cups to We Wish You a Merry Christmas.

Janet and Margaret.
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Gina and Jodie.

District News
Alexis Gibbons, NCTM
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Eugene

The Eugene District closed out 2018 with
a festive and fun holiday potluck. Members
brought treats worthy of indulging in. We
enjoyed some music from our members:
Dolores Tiktin and Jane Young played
holiday duets; Sandy Hull and Genevieve
Mason also played duets for us; and Nick
Reiser treated us to some jazz. Our party
wasn’t all fun as we did discuss some business. Ellen McQuilkin, Sandy Hull, and
Olga Aynvarg shared with our group
about their recent visit to the University of
Oregon’s Piano Pedagogy class. During the

class, they shared the history of OMTA,
the benefits of being a collegiate OMTA/
MTNA member, and invited them to join
our group. We also had a good conversation
about updating our District’s dress code for
recitals. Our current dress code is outdated
and needed major revisions. At our meeting
in January, we plan to finalize our new dress
code and publish it on our website.
The Eugene District hopes everyone has
a great New Year! We are looking forward to
all the music and joy 2019 will bring!

Jane Young and Dolores Tiktin playing holiday duets.

Sandy Hull, Ellen McQuilkin and Olga Aynvarg
speaking to our group.
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District News
Patti Widener, NCTM

Tualatin Valley

Happy 2019 from Tualatin Valley District!
After a busy and successful fall, we ended
2018 with a Holiday Brunch at the beautiful Sherwood home of Fran Geer. Several
members shared seasonal musical offerings
on one of two grand pianos. For a special
treat, Chikako Doane sang our national
anthem as well as the Japanese national
anthem. With great food and conversation,
a very enjoyable time was had by all.
We start out the new year with a Nellie Tholen Grant presentation on Friday
January 11. Dr. Crystal Zimmerman will be
presenting:

Our Baroque Festival will be held
Saturday January 26, also at Tigard United
Methodist Church. Our adjudicator will be
Dr. Johnandrew Slominski. We are grateful
to Poi Poi Tee for chairing this event.
We wish everyone happy teaching in
this New Year!

Albums for the Young:
Fascinating but lesser known repertoire
choices for intermediate pianists.
10:00 a.m.
Tigard United Methodist Church
9845 SW Walnut Place, Tigard, OR
We cordially invite you to join us!
Chikako singing national anthems.

Dianne Davies playing holiday music.
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Information & Acknowledgements
The link below connects you to your local District
Associations, OMTA Board of Directors
and Committee Chairs:

Submit Articles in
Music News

https://oregonmta.org/about/leadership/

Let Us Know

Please send articles and accompanying graphics in TIFF,
EPS, JPEG or PDF format to Alexis Gibbons via e-mail:
ahgibbons@gmail.com. MS Word and Google Doc
files preferred.

If you have changed your e-mail address please contact
the office so you don’t miss any OMTA News.

Advertise in Music News

Board of Directors 2018–2020

office@oregonmta.org

President
Selina Manson

Education
Dr. Janet Pollack

Please send ads and accompanying graphics in
TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format
to Caris or Robin Power:
office@oregonmta.org

President-Elect
Sara Greenleaf

Finance
Fern McArthur, NCTM, Chair

Half single column ads (and articles about events
which require an admission fee or tuition):
$25.00

Secretary
Teresa Sealey

Marketing
Angela Kelly

Treasurer
Fern McArthur, NCTM

Membership
Laura Davis

Assistant Treasurer
Susan Todd, NCTM

Nominating Committee
Kathy Gault, NCTM, Chair

Past President
Kathy Gault, NCTM

Parliamentarian &
Legislative
Liz Willis, NCTM

Larger ads at a proportional cost.
(Visit https://oregonmta.org/publications/
for prices and ad specifications.)
Publication dates and deadlines are listed below.
Submitting material before deadlines is
always helpful and appreciated.

Certification
Rebekah Carter, NCTM

Issues Deadlines
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
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Dec 15
Jan 15
Feb 15
Mar 15
Apr 15

June
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

Budget
Kathy Gault, NCTM

May 15
Aug 15
Sept 15
Oct 15
Nov 15
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Personnel &
Contracted Services
Selina Manson, Chair

Competitions
Dr. Julia Lee

Public Relations
Talia Neely-Sanfilippo

Conference
Sara Greenleaf, Co-Chair
Kathy Gault, Co-Chair

Publications
Alexis Gibbons, NCTM
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Syllabus
Heidi Evans, NCTM

Information & Acknowledgements
Music News
Edited by:
Alexis Gibbons
ahgibbons@gmail.com
Published by:
Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.
Affiliated with:
Music Teachers National Association, Inc.
Graphic Design by:
Julie Weiss, Tobias Weiss Design
julie@tobiasweissdesign.com
www.tobiasweissdesign.com

Administrative Assistants
Robin Power & Caris Power
OMTA, PO Box 5335, Portland, OR 97228
office@oregonmta.org

State Website
www.oregonmta.org
Please visit our Website to find any further information you need. We encourage you to explore
the pull-down menus under Teacher Resources and Programs for Students. Complete listings
of State and District leadership are found in the pull-down menu under About OMTA.

Upcoming Music News copy DEADLINES:
January 15, 2019
February 15, 2019
March 15, 2019
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