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Happy Holidays! By now you have survived Thanksgiving and are 
knee deep in holiday plans. Between holiday parties, family visits, 
Christmas/Hanukkah/Kwanzaa, New Year’s Eve and everything else, 
it’s a busy time of year! And of course, we’re still teaching and 
hoping our students are still practicing. 
 
During the midst of this holiday chaos, it’s easy to miss deadlines. 
An important date coming up is the early bird registration deadline 
for MTNA’s National Conference in Chicago. Register by 
December 5 to get the best price ($365). If you are a collegiate 
member, you can register for $65. Collegiate members willing to 
volunteer to monitor competitions can get that cost down to zero 
dollars! 
 
The conference dates and location are March 21-25, 2020 at the 
Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile. This happens to be 
during spring break for the Portland Metro area. Several airlines fly 
direct from PDX to Chicago. There are two airports you can fly into, 
and some members have found great prices on their flights. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

U P C O M I NG  E VE NT S  
 
State Ensemble Festival Recital 
December 8, 2019  
Western Oregon University, Monmouth, OR 
 
Baroque Festival State Recital 
March 7, 2020 
Linfield College Music Center, Portland, OR 
 
2020 MTNA Conference 
March 21-25, 2020 
Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile, Chicago, IL 
 
2020 OMTA State Conference 
June 25-27, 2020 
Driftwood Shores Resort, Florence, OR 

 

Selina Manson, OMTA President  

http://www.oregonmta.org
mailto:office@oregonmta.org
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There is an incredible amount of information available about the 
conference on the MTNA website: https://www.mtna.org/Conference/
Conference_Home/Conference/Home.aspx?hkey=cecd079e-f62b-4ed5
-8575-57e2283ba248 
 
There is also an MTNA webinar available about the conference: https://
www.mtna.org/MTNA/JoinandRenew/Membership/Members_Only/
MTNA_Webinars/Webinars_4.aspx#2020Conference 
 
The benefits of a national conference are too many to list here. A few 
that stand out are the amazing performances, lectures, master classes, 
and exhibitor hall. Pedagogy Saturday is wonderful for an add-on, as is 
the Gala dinner. There will be a Northwest Division dinner that 
members can choose to attend, as well as an Oregon member meet-
up. 
 
I’m packing up the whole family for a trip to Chicago. Hope to see you 
there! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Selina Manson, OMTA President 

 

The link below connects you to your local 
District Associations, OMTA Board of 

Directors, and Committee Chairs: 
www.oregonmta.org/about/leadership 
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S T A TE  NEW S 

The 2020 MTNA National Conference will be held March 21-25, 2020 at the Chicago Marriott Downtown 
Magnificent Mile in Chicago, IL! 

https://www.mtna.org/Conference/Conference_Home/Conference/Home.aspx?hkey=cecd079e-f62b-4ed5-8575-57e2283ba248
https://www.mtna.org/Conference/Conference_Home/Conference/Home.aspx?hkey=cecd079e-f62b-4ed5-8575-57e2283ba248
https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/JoinandRenew/Membership/Members_Only/MTNA_Webinars/Webinars_4.aspx#2020Conference
https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/JoinandRenew/Membership/Members_Only/MTNA_Webinars/Webinars_4.aspx#2020Conference
http://www.oregonmta.org
http://www.oregonmta.org/about/leadership
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CERTIFICATION 
 

 

‘Tis the season for time off during 
the holidays and New Year’s 
Resolutions! Some of you have 
already considered the idea of 
becoming a Nationally Certified 
Teacher of Music. Some of you 
may not really know what MTNA 
Certification means. In the words 
of Jane Magrath, MTNA 
Certification indicates that we are 
“music teachers of excellence.”  
 
R. Wayne Gibson, NCTM said that 
being a certified teacher indicates 
“to our society that…the teaching 
of music as a profession requires 
not only dedication but also 
intense preparation.”  
 
In other words, becoming a 
Nationally Certified Teacher of 
Music is a way to showcase your 
qualifications as a music instructor 
as well as an opportunity to grow 
further in your teaching. 
 
Certification is available in piano, 
voice, violin, flute, and organ, and 
involves five projects designed to 
support you as a teacher, whether 
you have been teaching for 
decades or have only just begun. 

These five projects reflect the five 
standards of certification:  
 
I. Professional Preparation 
II. Professional Teaching Practice 
III. Professional Business 

Management 
IV. Professionalism and 

Partnerships 
V. Professional and Personal 

Renewal 
 
The five projects and the five 
standards of certification are 
viewable in more detail on the 
MTNA Certification website: 
certification.mtna.org.  
 
If these five standards resonate 
with you and your studio, I strongly 
recommend you pursue 
certification this year to reflect 
what you are already 
accomplishing in your studio and 
contributing to your students and 
community. MTNA offers so many 
benefits to us (continued 
education, connection with other 
professionals, discounts, grants, 
etc.). Many of us try to get the 
most from the benefits of being a 
member; why not do the same with 

Rebekah Carter, NCTM 

Certification Chair 

Certification, an incredible benefit 
to us professionally? Take 
advantage of the certification 
program MTNA offers you. 
 
Just getting started as a new 
teacher? Or, wanting to look at 
your established teaching 
practices with a fresh eye? The five 
projects will give you opportunities 
to evaluate your own lessons with 
your students, your sense of 
pacing, your teaching philosophy, 
your studio space, your studio 
policies, your own performing 
repertoire, etc.—and all with the 
support of the certification website 
aids and the certification team 
both on the state and national 
levels.  
 
Who knows what you’ll discover 
about yourself and your teaching? 
Take this year to start the projects, 
or even just one of them. You 
don’t need to complete an 
application to get started. Show 
off what you already know and do 
every day. Grow deeper into the 
teacher you desire to become. You 
deserve it.  

S T A TE  NEW S 

Music Teachers of Excellence 

www.certification.mtna.org
http://www.oregonmta.org
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CONFERENCE 
 

S T A TE  NEW S 

Sarah Barker Ball, NCTM 

2020 State Conference Chair 

As you navigate through the 
holidays, many of you are 
immersed in studio recitals, special 
holiday concerts, parties, religious 
observances (including seasonal 
music, of course!) and gift giving.  
 
Have you thought about a gift for 
yourself? What a wonderful holiday 
treat to put the OMTA State 
Conference on your calendar! This 
special time to get away and 
refresh will be June 25-27, 2020 in 
Florence, Oregon. Do you have 
budget worries? We have housing 
rebates and carpooling options to 
help with those needs.   
 
When you attend the OMTA State 

Conference, you will not only find a 
sense of belonging (as I mentioned 
in last month’s Music News), but 
also uplifted self-esteem and 
personal growth. By making the 
commitment to attend, you are 
caring for yourself by adding to 
your teaching and performing tool 
sets. You will feel good about 
engaging with your professional 
colleagues. Also, Conference is 
fun! 
 
We all have cognitive needs, and 
as teachers our own lifelong 
learning is a powerful role model 
for our students. The Conference 
Committee strives to offer 
something for everyone, whether 

you are a new or experienced 
teacher. For example, we will 
explore a roadmap to National 
Certification, presented by our 
own Rebekah Carter, NCTM! We 
will learn about Latino repertoire 
for all levels from presenter Jessica 
Pacheco. We will satisfy our 
aesthetic needs by listening to 
amazing master classes and to the 
concert by our featured artist, 
Peter Mack.     
 
I hope to see you at the 2020 
OMTA State Conference at the 
coast! You will thank yourself for 
the gift of attending.    

Give Yourself a Gift! 

The 2020 OMTA State Conference will be held June 25-27, 2020 at the Driftwood 
Shores Resort and  Florence Events Center in Florence, OR. 

http://www.oregonmta.org
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S T A TE  NEW S 

ESMAR 

Jan Mittelstaedt, ESMAR Chair 

The Education Umbrella of OMTA 

Presents: Extended Study of 

Musicianship and Repertoire 

(ESMAR) 

ESMAR is an OMTA educational program that gives advanced 
students or teachers a new goal. It culminates in individual 
assessments or master classes, as well as a group recital. 
ESMAR offers students an opportunity to reach new goals 
which are a natural outgrowth of the OMTA Syllabus program.  
 
For example, along with new repertoire, students learn exciting 
scale and arpeggio routines, and a new chord progression. 
They also gain experience in reading chorale music, 
harmonizing lead lines, and transposing music. Students also 
give at least one hour back to their community through a 
community service project and plan a final recital by themselves 
with only guidance from a committee member.  
 
Assessment Dates for 2020: 

 May 9, 2020 with Dr. Lilin Chen                                             
 June  6 and 7, 2020 with Dr. Jill Timmons                                

 
Committee: 

 Pauline Eidemiller: trophies                                                                  
 Alona Maizlin: student recital and communication 
 Jan Mittelstaedt: coordinator 
 Carol Ratzlaf: repertoire                                                                
 Melissa Terrall: social media                                                                                                        

 
For more information, please contact Jan Mittelstaedt (503-645-
2066) or janrm@frontier.com 
                                                                                                             
Change to the Requirements: 

Students who participate in the ESMAR program do not have 
to be former OMTA Syllabus students. However, if a student 
has successfully completed OMTA Syllabus Level X, they may 
not use the same repertoire for the ESMAR program. Also, 
repertoire used for the ESMAR assessment must be at an 
advanced level (similar or beyond suggested Level X music). 

http://www.oregonmta.org
mailto:janrm@frontier.com
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GRANTS 
 

OMTA/OCF Nellie Tholen District Enrichment Project 

Programs: Teacher Enrichment for All! 

Susan Todd, NCTM, OMTA/OCF Nellie Tholen District Enrichment Project Coordinator 
 
 
A bonus benefit of our District Enrichment Project this year was having funds to record 
sessions from our 2019 OMTA State Conference in Eugene. At least one program will be 
posted by the time this issue is published, so go check it out! The recordings, done by 

Eugene member David Cragun’s former student, Matthew Barnhart, are of great quality. If you were at Conference, 
you will be transported back to that enriching time. If you were unable to attend, you can go now! 
 
For an in-person experience, start your year off right by attending a Nellie Tholen Grant Program near you! Here is a 
list of upcoming workshops: 

 

Rogue Valley District 
Monday, January 13, 2020 

9:00 am–12:00 pm 
Grace Lutheran Church 
660 Frances Ln, Ashland, OR 97520 
 
Dr. Johnandrew Slominski 

Acquiring Aural Skills: Listening Deeply 
 
The composer and pianist Robert Schumann wrote 
in 1848 that, “You must get to the point that you 
can hear music from the page. […] A perfect 
musician should be able to picture a piece, at first 
hearing…as though he had the score in front of 
him.” This workshop, facilitated by Dr. Slominski 
(former theory and aural skills faculty at the 
Eastman School of Music), opens a conversation 
about teaching and learning through a nuanced 
aural curriculum. 
 
Lincoln County District 
Friday, February 7, 2020 

10:00 am–12:00 pm 
Oregon Coast Community College 
South Beach Campus 
400 SE College Way, Newport, OR 97366 
 
Dr. Stephen Lewis 

The iPad as a Teaching Aid: An Overview of 
Ways to Integrate Tablets into Private Teaching 
 
Learn many useful and innovative ways of using an 
iPad or other tablet in teaching. This includes 

creating bespoke weekly practice guides for 
students, playing recordings of music during 
lessons, managing billing and expenses, 
scheduling, recording performances for feedback, 
and designing print and web materials for your 
studio. 
 
Eugene District 
Monday, February 10, 2020 

10:00 am–12:00 pm 
First Congregational Church 
1050 E 23rd, Eugene, OR 97405 
 
Dr. Alexander Tutunov, NCTM 

Master Classes 
 
Dr. Tutunov will work with piano students and/or 
teachers in a master class setting while the 
audience is invited to learn by observing. 
 
Umpqua Valley–South Coast 
Monday, February 10, 2020 

10:00 am–12:00 pm 
Location To Be Announced 
 
Cindy Peterson-Peart, NCTM 

iPad Technology in the Traditional Studio 
 
Learn new ways to improve basic skills while having 
fun. Find out how easy it is to incorporate iPad 
technology in your teaching to motivate your 
students and make learning fun. We will discuss the 
latest apps as well as low cost ways to get started. 

S T A TE  NEW S 

http://www.oregonmta.org
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Looking Ahead:   

 
 Dr. Matt Cooper will present in Salem 

on March 6, 2020. 
 Dr. Alexander Tutunov will give a 

workshop in Klamath Falls on April 3-4, 
2020. 

 Deborah Cleaver will give a workshop 
in La Grande on April 10-11, 2020. 

 
 
Past Workshops are available on the Members-
Only portion of the OMTA website. Later this fall, 
we will be adding videos from our 2019 State 
Conference, expertly chaired by Sara Greenleaf. 
 
https://oregonmta.org/teachers/enrichment-
workshops/ 
 
Do let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Happy Trails, 
 

—Susan Todd, NCTM,  
OMTA/OCF Nellie Tholen District Enrichment 

Project Coordinator 

S T A TE  NEW S 

https://oregonmta.org/teachers/enrichment-workshops
http://www.oregonmta.org
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SYLLABUS 
 

As I write this, the holidays are clashing with a few 
spooky decorations sticking around and collecting 
dust, pumpkins are holding strong in the popularity 
contest for this time of year, and a few red and 
green items are making their appearance. It’s a 
great time of year! 
 
I usually include helpful reminders in each article, 
such as looking for dates on the OMTA website 
while deadlines can be found on Leggiero or 
strings and jazz Syllabus participants contact their 
chairs directly instead of registering in Leggiero. 
But for the rest of the usual reminders, check out 
previous Music News publications. There’s so much 
good information available in the archives! Who 
knew, right? And finally, check your Leggiero 
Teacher Profile for accurate emails, phone 
numbers, and other information that might need 
updating. 
 
I solicited ideas about teaching arpeggios from 
teachers for this December article, but no one 
responded (is anyone out there?). I’ve never felt 
confident with playing or teaching arpeggio 
technique. Fingering? No problem! Technique? 
Hmm. Since no one sent me helpful ideas, I’ll share 
a few I’ve put together along the way, giving credit 
according to the best of my memory.  
 
First, from Michael Seregow, play the arpeggios 
entirely with the 2nd finger before introducing 
fingering.  
 

Second, from my days in PSU’s Coordinate 
Movement class with Barbara Conable and Lisa 
Marsh, allow your hand to expand for the stretches, 
and then to contract at the cross to reduce tension.  
 
Third, check the thumbs, are you playing on the 
knuckle or on the side tip?  
 
Finally, for students whose hands tire in the Upper 
Division set of 4 arpeggios, try practicing 
ascending only, or descending only, alternating 
weeks. 
 
A wonderful quote from this summer’s State 
Conference was Oksana Ezhokina observing to a 
masterclass performer that “everybody perishes 
on the rocky shoals of descending arpeggios.” 
This quote has stuck with me (and all of my 
students) and caused me a lot of reflection. Why do 
we perish on those descending arpeggios so 
frequently? A bit of practice has suggested a 
solution. As the performer approaches the 
turnaround note at the top, allow the hand and arm 
to circle up and around that highest note instead of 
stretching for it. Again, this reduces tension and 
creates a more even and musically shaped sound. 
So I wish you all happy arpeggio practice! 
 
Next month I’ll be writing, by request, about how 
to determine the level of repertoire not included 
on the Syllabus Repertoire List. Stay tuned! 

Heidi Evans, NCTM 

Syllabus Chair 

S T A TE  NEW S 

Helpful Ideas for Practicing Arpeggios 

http://www.oregonmta.org
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

West Portland  
Patrick Beaulieu-Hardin 

 
Young Lim 

Piano, Flute  
 
Felicia Doni 
 
Salem 
Asya Gulua 

Rogue Valley 
Morgan List 

Piano 
 
Central Oregon 
Alison Weatherhead 

Oboe 

S T A TE  NEW S 

Melody Morrison, NCTM 

Membership Chair 

I hope everyone has a very merry Christmas and a wonderful holiday season!  

 

Helen Jones, NCTM,  
Central Oregon District 
Secretary 

D I S TR IC T  N EW S 

charge of two Students’ Choice 
recitals. Forty-nine students 
representing twelve studios 
performed at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church. Students and their 
teachers were able to choose any 
piece for this recital.  

Grace Miedziak 

CENTRAL OREGON DISTRICT 
Grace Miedziak of Bend was the 
Oregon winner in the MTNA 
Composition Competition for 
2019. Her piece, For Little Grace, 
was composed for the Young 
Composers Project and was 
performed on April 28 at Portland 
State University on a program that 
included music by twenty-nine 
other young composers. Next, it 
will be evaluated at the Northwest 
Division level. Grace is a senior in 
the Baker Early College program at 
Central Oregon Community 
College in Bend. Her teacher is 
Larry Rauch of Central Oregon 
District.   
 
Our first student event of the 
school year was Saturday, 
November 16 in Sunriver. Jodie 
Bischof and Gina Rosbrook were in 

Here is a list of new OMTA members! If they are in your district, please make an 
effort to reach out to them and make them feel welcome. 

http://www.oregonmta.org
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EUGENE DISTRICT 
 

 

Alexis Gibbons, NCTM 
Eugene District Correspondence Secretary 

D I S TR IC T  N EW S 

The Eugene District has had a busy 
fall and many student events that 
have been put on by our fabulous 
members. Wyatt Burger chaired 
the Festival of Popular Music, Fern 
McArthur and Sandy Hull co-
chaired the Sonatina Festival, Nick 
Rieser and Michelle Norland co-
chaired the Ensemble Festival, and 
Carol White chaired Fall Syllabus. 
Thanks go to them for all the time 
and effort they put into making 
these events happen. 
 
On November 11, our District had 
the privilege of hearing a 
presentation from Rentana Wu. 
Ms. Wu is a graduate student at 
the University of Oregon. She 
presented on the Chinese 
composer, Lisan Wang. She was 
inspired to lecture about Wang 
because many famous Chinese 
pianists perform Western Music 
but don’t perform music by 

Chinese composers. By lecturing 
and performing Wang’s repertoire, 
she hopes to bring his name and 
music into the spotlight. Ms. Wu 
started her program with 
background information about 
Wang’s life, highlighted his famous 
piano pieces and their influence 
from composers such as Bartok 
and Debussy, and ended her 
program with a fantastic and 
colorful performance of the pieces 
she discussed. We are grateful to 
Ms. Wu for the time she took to 
present to us about such a 
fascinating composer. 
 
In December, we look forward to 
gathering for our annual holiday 
party at Lucy Clevenger’s home. 
That event will be at 9:00 am on 
December 9. 
 
Happy Holidays! 

Rentana Wu 

http://www.oregonmta.org
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D I S TR IC T  N EW S 

EAST PORTLAND DISTRICT 
Liz Willis, NCTM, East Portland District President 

Greetings from East Portland 
District! We have been fortunate 
this fall to have heard from three 
dynamic speakers at our meetings 
in September, October, and 
November.  
 
Our first meeting as the East 
District of Portland was September 
9 and featured Heidi Evans, 
NCTM, with an excellent 
presentation on Syllabus Tips and 
Repertoire Considerations.  
 
On October 14, Dr. Crystal 
Zimmerman expanded our 
teaching horizons with her 
presentation Succeeding with 
Sonatinas.  
 
On November 11, our own 
Deborah Cleaver gave an in-depth 
exploration of Baroque keyboard 
performance titled, Decoding a 
Baroque Score. Each of these 

Heidi Evans, NCTM 

Dr. Crystal Zimmerman Deborah Cleaver 

different lectures have been 
greatly appreciated and were 
pertinent to both our new and 
seasoned teachers.   
 
On October 26, fifty-seven 
students participated in the 
second annual Halloween 
Showcase. This fun event consisted 
of three recitals where both 
students and their teachers were in 
costume. This year represented a 
healthy increase in participation, 
and we hope to welcome even 
more students next Halloween! 
 
East Portland will have a holiday 
coffee gathering that includes time 
for playing both holiday duets and 
two-piano music on Friday, 
December 13 at the home of Liz 
Willis.   
 
 
 

http://www.oregonmta.org
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D I S TR IC T  N EW S 

LINCOLN COUNTY DISTRICT 
Mary Morganti, Lincoln County District Member 

Our District had the pleasure of 
spending Friday, November 1 with 
Dr. Matt Goodrich. Dr. Goodrich 
presented a wonderful workshop 
titled, The Whole Performer: 
Intention and Movement in 
Musical Performance. We were 
treated to a full two-hour workshop 
complete with a detailed handout 
to help us follow along and take 
notes. 
 
This workshop outlined a holistic 
and practical rehearsed plan for 
performance that encompasses 
the performer, the instrument, the 
music, and the audience. Often we 
find that despite how well we 
understand our music and our best 
intentions in sharing it, the 
performance aspect can be 
capricious—sometimes brilliant, 
other times leaving us wanting 
more. Skills to make performance 

repeatable, reliable, and inspired 
can be learned and taught! This 
workshop offers a means to bring 
our whole self forward in 
performance through a studied 
and rehearsed plan for 
constructive, sequential thinking 
that includes cooperating with our 
natural design (performer), utilizing 
a coordinated sequence of 
movements with a congruent effort 
for playing (instrument), having a 
detailed narrative (music), and 
knowing how to relate to the 
listener (audience). Such a holistic 
performance plan ensures 
coordinated artistry that transforms 
audience and performer alike. 
 
Dr. Goodrich followed the 
workshop with a Lab Session that 
offered the teachers a chance to 
bring their questions or concerns 
about specific technical work in 

their repertoire, or questions 
concerning musicality in their 
playing. We were able to have a 
hands-on hour with Dr. Goodrich 
guiding and leading us through 
many of the details outlined in the 
lecture. It was a wonderful and 
informative event. After the 
workshop and Lab session, several 
teachers were able to have private 
lesson time with Dr. Goodrich. 
 
All in all, we had a fabulous day on 
the beautiful Oregon Coast 
learning how to implement these 
ideas into our own playing and 
teaching. Thank you Dr. Goodrich! 
We look forward to another event 
with you in the future! 
 
 

Dr. Matt Goodrich works with Lincoln County District teacher Grayson 
Schlosser. 

Dr. Matt Goodrich with his 
kangaroo teaching prop. 

http://www.oregonmta.org
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D I S TR IC T  N EW S 

ROGUE VALLEY DISTRICT 
Thor Polson, Rogue Valley District Member 

Greetings from Rogue Valley!  
 
Our District is pleased to report 
that Dr. Alexander Tutunov, 
professor of piano and artist-in-
residence at Southern Oregon 
University (SOU), conducted a four-
hour master class on Monday, 
November 11 that was open to 
pianists, piano teachers, and the 
general public. Students of 
Tatsiana Asheichyk (Natalie Hung, 
Rio Lewis, and Teo Leiserson), 
Margie Daly (Ryleigh Ho), Pat Daly 
(Russell Martino), Michele Alspach 
(Teagan Calkins and Ean 
Lawrence), and Alexander Tutunov 
(Jacqueline Loeliger) played 
selections from Clementi, Bach, 
Rimsky-Korsakov, Beethoven, 
Mozart, Chopin, and 
Rachmaninoff.  
 
Dr. Tutunov provided suggestions 
regarding practicing, 
memorization, rhythmic feel, 
imagining a piece’s horizontal 
structure in terms of other 
instrumentation, velocity, 
breathing, and posture, among 
many other helpful tips and 
observations. Dr. Tutunov has 
been very active in the musical 
community since his arrival in the 
Rogue Valley, and we’re very 
grateful for his interest in 
continuing to offer master classes 
at SOU.  
 
Since February of this year, two of 
our members have been hosting 
an open piano night for members 
of Dr. Alexander Tutunov’s weekly 
studio class at Southern Oregon 
University (SOU).  Pat and Margie 

Daly, who live in Phoenix, realized 
a need for these young players to 
have more opportunities to 
perform their pieces in preparation 
for upcoming recitals, juries, or 
competitions. The semi-monthly 
meetings have become a popular 
evening event for these studio 
performers. The hosts enjoy 
providing snacks, kombucha, and 
encouragement following the 
playing. Friendships are being built 
and a sense of community is being 
developed among the SOU 
students, many of whom come 
from all parts of the world and 
don’t know anyone upon arrival 
except their piano teachers at the 
university.  
 
Pat and Margie love the piano 
night and they think that the 

students particularly enjoy the 
more relaxed performance 
environment, encouraging and 
helpful atmosphere, snacks, 
conversation, and the opportunity 
to befriend their cat.    
 
In other news, Rogue Valley 
District is looking forward to two 
upcoming recitals: the annual 
Holiday Student Recital at Grace 
Lutheran Church on December 14 
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., as well as 
the Joyce Stevens Scholarship 
Benefit Recital at North Medford 
High School on February 8 at 3:00 
p.m. This event features members 
and SOU students. Joyce just 
celebrated her ninetieth birthday 
and we feel very pleased to honor 
her life-long contribution to music 
in this way. 

Dr. Tutanov with a student that participated in the master class.  
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TUALATIN VALLEY DISTRICT 
 

 
From Patti Widener, NCTM: 
 
November was a busy month for 
our District. The Festival of 
Ribbons and Ensemble Festival 
took place on November 2 at our 
new venue, George Fox University. 
One hundred and seventy-one 
students participated in Festival of 
Ribbons and forty-one ensemble 
teams competed in Ensemble 
Festival. It was a wonderful day! 
There are so many wonderful 
members to thank! Many thanks 
go to the following members: 
 
 Festival of Ribbons co-chairs 

Dianne Davis and Deanna 
Peabody, as well as the 
Ensemble co-chairs Andrea 
Pauley and DeLyn Griffin.  

 Sherry Todd for her last minute 
help with scheduling.  

 Liz Kohl and Carol Kilmer for 
your fantastic job in 
adjudicating our students.  

 Melissa Terrall for providing 
wonderful adjudication for our 
Ensemble and Festival of 
Ribbons students. 

 Dr. Kenn Wilson for procuring 
the facility and working with us 
to make this a great day for 
students and teachers. 

 Teachers for volunteering your 
time to monitor and sit at 
check-in desks. 

 
Congratulations to the winning 
ensemble students and their 
teachers who are busy preparing 
for the state recital! 
 
Next up is our annual Holiday 
Brunch. This event will be held on 

Friday, December 6 at the 
beautiful Sherwood home of Fran 
Geer. We always look forward to 
this time of good food, company 
and beautiful music provided by 
our members. 
 
Our next meeting and program is 
Friday, January 10 from 9:00 am-
12:00 pm at Calvin Presbyterian 
Church. Thomas Otten will be 
offering a master class for 
teachers. 
 
We would like to wish everyone a 
very happy holiday season! 

 
From Sherry Poole Todd: 
 
In a continuing effort to break new 
ground and support instrumental 
teachers as well as pianists, Ruth 
Sadilek and Patti Widener decided 
to bring in one of the nation’s best 
string pedagogues, Mimi Zweig. 
This workshop for teachers was a 
rare Northwest appearance.  
 

Patti Widener, NCTM 

Tualatin Valley District 
President 

D I S TR IC T  N EW S 

Patti Widener, NCTM, Tualatin Valley District President 
Sherry Poole Todd, Tualatin Valley District Member 

Ensemble Festival Winners 

http://www.oregonmta.org
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Mimi Zweig is Professor of Violin at 
Indiana University’s Jacobs School 
of Music. She’s been a leader in 
teaching children and adults the 
fundamentals of fluid motion and 
physical freedom in a most positive 
and engaging manner since 1972. 
Her academy for string teachers is 
perhaps the best in the country, 
plus she has developed the Mimi 
Zweig String Pedagogy online 
series and has a strong YouTube 
presence. Chances are, if you 
teach violin to children, you know 
Mimi!  
 
It’s no surprise that when I agreed 
to coordinate this event and began 
to advertise it, professors and 
private teachers from area 
universities, Seattle, Canada, and 
beyond were eager to sign up 
months in advance. 
 
Since a majority of the sixty 
attendees came from outside 
Portland, the venue chosen was 
The Grand Hotel Bridgeport, which 
offered a special rate for the 
workshop guests. Classic Pianos 
moved in a baby grand for the 
Master Class, and Elephants 
Catering offered a stellar menu for 
the day.  
 
I was shocked that 100% showed 
up and were riveted for the entire 
day. However, once you see Mimi 
in action, her engaging style and 
expertise for translating 
sophisticated arm movements so a 
seven year old can understand and 
imitate them, you understand why 
she has such a following. 
 

Some of the highlights for building 
this healthy foundation are: 
 
 The teachings of Paul Rolland 
 Early lesson setup: stance, rest, 

Statue of Liberty, on the 
shoulder 

 The Magic X 
 The high dot 
 First songs and plucking to 

create proper hand posture 
 
From the very first lesson, the 
student is making motions to 
develop shifting and the basis of 
vibrato. All of this engages the 
early learner and leads to early 
success. After all, Joshua Bell was 
one of Mimi’s students and he 
seemed to do alright. 
 
As the day came to a close, six 
violin students of (mostly) Tualatin 
Valley teachers played short pieces 
and had a chance to work with 
Mimi for a few minutes. She also 
worked a bit with some of the 
adults in the workshop. 
 
This workshop really broke new 
ground for us. We charged for the 
event, catered it, and held it at a 
hotel. Every piece of this event was 
highly successful for us, and will 
ultimately bring OMTA new 
members from the string arena. 
Mimi is simply the best! We really 
wanted more! I’m hearing 
“Encore! Encore!” Let’s have a 
repeat performance! 
    
 
 
 
 

D I S TR IC T  N EW S 

Mimi Zweig 
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 Select OMTA on Amazon Smile  
www.smile.amazon.com 

 Contribute to one of our 
Scholarships or Grants  
www.oregonmta.org/scholarships 

 Participate in fundraisers for 
OMTA/ MTNA Foundations 
www.oregonmta.org/foundations 

 Advertise in Music News or other 
OMTA publications 
www.oregonmta.org/music-news 
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Submit Articles for Music News 
 

Please send articles and accompanying graphics in TIFF, EPS, JPEG or 
PDF format to Alexis Gibbons via email: ahgibbons@gmail.com. MS 
Word and Google Doc files preferred. 
 

Advertise in Music News 
 
Please send ads and accompanying graphics in TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF 
format to Caris Power or Robin Power: office@oregonmta.org. 
 
Half Single Column $25 2.6” W x 4.375” H 
Full Single Column  $35 2.6” W x 8.75” H 
Half Double Column $45 5.4375” W x 4.375” H 
Half Page  $70 8.5” W x 5.5” H (no bleed) 
Full Page  $140 8.5” W x 11” H (no bleed) 
 
Visit www.oregonmta.org/publications to order ad space. 
 
Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
 
Submitting material before deadlines is always helpful and appreciated. 
 

Submission Deadlines 
 

The submission deadline is always the 15th of the month preceding the 
date of publication.  
 
January  December 15 

February  January 15 
March   February 15 

April   March 15 

May   April 15 

June   May 15 

September  August 15 

October  September 15 

November  October 15 

December  November 15 
 

Upcoming Deadlines 
 

December 15, 2019 
January 15, 2020 
February 15, 2020 
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