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At the summer board meeting it 
was decided to eliminate mailing 
a printed directory to the general 
membership. The cost of design, 
paper, printing, and posting has 
doubled which pushes a printed 
directory outside of the OMTA 
budget. As we prepare to make this 
change, here are some important 
things to remember:

•	 The	online	directory	is	updated	
monthly by the state office

•	 The	online	directory	is	search-
able with the Ctrl-F or cmd-F 
function on your computer

•	 The	login	and	password	are	in	
your current directory (and the 
same for all members)

•	 New	members	receive	the	login	
and password in their welcome 
handbook

•	 You	can	print	a	copy	of	the	
entire directory or just your 

district on the website after 
logging in: 
https://tinyurl.com/y89xq4m6

•	 You	can	purchase	a	printed	di-
rectory on the new e-commerce 
section of our website coming 
this fall for $5

Please login to the online direc-
tory and search for your listing. 
Confirm that the mailing address, 
phone number, and e-mail address 
are the ones you currently use. If 
not, please e-mail the state office 
(office@oregonmta.org) with those 
updates.

If	you	have	any	questions,	 
feel free to e-mail me: 
president@oregonmta.org
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Selina Manson 
OMTA President

President’s Corner

festival	chairs,	syllabus	adjudicators,	and	
everyone	else,	we	could	not	exist.	And	sec-
ond,	if	you	haven’t	volunteered	for	anything	
yet, what are you waiting for?!?! We need 
you, your district needs you.

My	OMTA	volunteer	experiences	have	
enriched my teaching with new informa-
tion, my personal life with new friends and 
colleagues,	and	my	overall	personal	feel-
ing of do-goodness knowing that I am out 
there	trying	to	help	our	profession	thrive	
and keep all this awesomeness going so that 
my students and all those teachers out there 
have	an	organization	like	OMTA.

So, what are you waiting for? Come on, 
it’ll	be	fun!

 
Selina Manson
OMTA President

These are the words I and many of you 
have	heard	from	our	MTNA	NW	Director	
Cindy Peterson-Peart. It is how I ended up 
on the OMTA board first as the Secretary, 
then as President-elect, and now as Presi-
dent.	It’s	amazing	to	think	of	all	that	can	
happen in six years.

I	am	sure	many	of	you	have	a	similar	
story.	First	you	volunteered	at	your	district	
for some small job, then they saw how 
wonderful you were and asked you to do 
another job. And then another, and so on, 
so on. 

So first I want to say a big thank you 
to	all	the	volunteers	of	OMTA.	Without	
our fabulous state board, district presidents, 

Come on, it’ll be fun!

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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•	 Piano	Families:	communicate	to	your	
families about the dates for your Syl-
labus at the first lesson in September. 
Have	the	families	block	out	the	entire	
day	for	Syllabus.	Every	scheduling	
request (AM/PM, specific date, etc) is a 
burden on the chairman. While this is 
their	job,	let’s	all	work	together	to	make	
it	as	easy	as	possible	for	our	volunteer	
chairmen!

•	 Deadlines:	no	requests	for	schedule	
changes after the deadline (unless your 
request in Leggiero was not honored). 
It is reasonable for families to know the 
schedule	for	a	given	day	4–6	weeks	in	
advance.

•	 Repertoire:	check	with	the	Syllabus	
Repertoire	Committee	ahead	of	time,	
especially	for	Upper	Division	students	
who may spend a long time on each 
piece.	Jazz	and	arrangements	are	not	
acceptable	at	any	level	of	the	Classi-
cal	Piano	Syllabus	except	for	Creative	
Audition.

Please	don’t	hesitate	to	contact	me	 
with questions about Syllabus at  
heidievanspiano@gmail.com or you may 
also direct questions to your district/area 
chairman. Best wishes of a rewarding and 
happy year of teaching to all of you!

Another busy and delightful year is upon us 
already! I enjoyed meeting many of you at 
Conference this summer and look forward 
to	visiting	more	of	you	throughout	the	
upcoming year! Below are some important 
reminders for all:

•	 New	Exam	Policy:	no	makeups/re-
scheduling of exams—this is too great 
of	a	burden	on	the	volunteers	who	run	
the program. The student can always 
participate in the next season, or the 
teacher	can	join	(pay	dues	and	volun-
teer) another district with later dates.  

•	 Leggiero:	all	accounts	are	locked	out	
until	membership	for	2018–2019	is	 
renewed. Unlocking an account can 
take	several	days.	Renewing	your	
membership	in	a	timely	manner	avoids	
hassles with deadlines!

•	 When	you	have	a	problem	with	 
Leggiero, follow these three steps: 
 
1.	 Be	sure	you’re	using	a	computer,	 
 not a phone. 

2. Try logging out and logging back in 
 because sessions time out. 

3. Ask for help before the deadline so 
	 all	your	students’	paperwork	will	be 
	 correct.	You	can	ask	your	chairman 
	 for	help,	me,	or	Ramona	Goddard.	

State News Syllabus

Heidi Evans, NCTM
State Syllabus Chair

Opus  73 /No.  1    •    S ep tember  2018
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Fern McArthur, NCTM
Sonatina Festival Chair

Once	again,	the	Eugene	District	looks	for-
ward to hosting the OMTA Sonatina Piano 
Festival.	This	statewide	festival	is	coming	
up in just one month Saturday, October 
27	at	the	University	of	Oregon	School	of	
Music	and	Dance.		

Judges	will	have	the	opportunity	to	
hear	and	evaluate	a	variety	of	wonderful	
interpretations of the sonatinas and sonata 
movements	chosen	for	this	year’s	festival	
representing	ten	levels	of	skill	and	mastery.	
The	festival	begins	at	noon	and	culminates	
in a recital of first and second place winners. 

Remember	the	deadline	for	post-
marked entries is Friday, September 28. 
Please	visit	the	OMTA	website 
www.oregonmta.org for information  
and forms. 

If	you	haven’t	previously	entered	stu-
dents	in	this	event,	please	avail	yourself	of	
more	information	about	it.	This	festival	is	a	
fine opportunity for your students to study 
this important and enjoyable repertoire 
while participating in a welcoming com-
petitive	environment.	

—Fern	McArthur,	NCTM
fernmc1@comcast.net

541-484-1567

State News OMTA Sonatina Piano Festival 2018

 

 
 
 

 
 

Winter Grand Scholarship 
Competition 

Presented by the  
Piano Santa Foundation 

 
The winner of the 2018 Piano Santa Foundation 

Winter Grand Scholarship Competition will 
receive the use of a brand new Yamaha grand 

piano, courtesy of Classic Pianos and Yamaha of 
America, for 2 years including moving costs, 

annual tuning and maintenance.  The 
competition is open to all students, ages 12–16, 

who have passed at least syllabus level 6 (or 
equivalent) and live in the Portland Metro area.   

 
Applications are  

available at www.pianosanta.org or contact  
us at info@pianosanta.org or (503) 245-6269  

for more information. 
 

Applications Due:  October 1, 2018 
Auditions:  November 3, 2018 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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ESMAR has a great, comprehensive and chal-
lenging curriculum that all students should 
strive for. The Master Class gave me something 
more to take away from the exam than just 
performing.

—Tim Kuskie, Student

I received valuable feedback from Dr. Tim-
mons for my upcoming performance with the 
Oregon Sinfonietta of Grieg’s Concerto. And, 
the transposition requirement was fun and 
challenging for me. 

—Kenji King, Student

Wow! Jill was great with the kids at 
the ESMAR exams Friday! She was concise, 
encouraging and a wonderful teacher to help 
them improve their overall playing. I hope 
to encourage more of the teachers here in the 
gorge area to enroll their students in ESMAR 
in the future as it was a great learning oppor-
tunity for all of us. 

—Kathy Apland, Teacher

... I’ve been on “Cloud Nine” all day! Jill is 
“The Best! ...”

—Myrna Elmore, Teacher

I just wanted you to know that we were so 
impressed with Dr. Timmons! 

—Gloria	Kowalski,	Parent

ESMAR was a truly wonderful experience 
and capstone to my senior year. Dr. Timmons 
was wonderful, she made the examination 
comfortable and personable, and even within 
the brief time she worked with me, I learned 
valuable skills that will continually help me to 
improve as a musician.

—Lea	Rysavy,	Student

State News ESMAR (Extended Study of Musicianship and Repertoire)

Jan Mittelstaedt, NCTM
ESMAR Chair

ESMAR 2018 Attracts Eight Students of Seven Teachers

Tim Kuskie

Selina Teng

Onar Smith

Nick	Onofrei

(Continued on next page)
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These are just a few of the comments 
I	received	after	the	2018	ESMAR	assess-
ments.	And,	Dr.	Jill	Timmons	was	so	
excited	about	the	proficiency	level	of	this	
year’s	students	of	teachers,	Kathryn	Apland;	
Barbara	Berg;	Barbara	Chapman;	Cherise	
Da	Cunha;	Myrna	Elmore;	Alona	Maizlin;	
and Jan Mittelstaedt. 

It was a great three days! So many fine stu-
dents and teachers. ESMAR is really come into 
its own.

—Jill Timmons

The	culmination	of	the	2018	ESMAR	
program took place on Sunday, June 3, at 
Classic Piano Company. Eight outstand-
ing	students	presented	a	recital	of	advanced	
repertoire and what a quality recital it was! 
Bach,	Beethoven,	Chopin,	Schubert,	Grieg,	
Sibelius,	Debussy,	Poulenc,	Gershwin,	Muc-
zynski,	and	Gottschalk	were	all	represented.	
From the program and welcome to the 
reception, the students planned the whole 
event.	The	performers	were	brilliant,	and	
the	audience	was	moved.	Parents	and	teach-
ers were proud. What a credit to OMTA!

ESMAR	is	an	OMTA	educational	
program	for	advanced	students	who	may	
have	finished	Level	X	of	Syllabus.		How-
ever,	completion	of	Level	X	is	not	a	re-
quirement	for	participation.	The	teacher’s	
recommendation suffices for any student in 
grade	ten	or	above.	And,	ESMAR	allows	for	
flexibility. This year, two students who will 
work	on	Level	X	next	season	participated	in	
ESMAR.	One,	Kenji	King,	played	the	com-
plete	Piano	Concerto	in	A	Minor	by	Grieg	
with the Oregon Sinfonietta on May 20, so 
naturally this concerto had been his focus 
since	last	September.	The	ESMAR	program	
gives	students	the	option	to	play	a	complete	
concerto	in	place	of	pieces	from	various	
periods of music history. This sequence also 
worked for Maggie Bick.

Maggie Bick

Lea	Rysavy

Kenji King

Abby Millender

(Continued on next page)

State News ESMAR (Continued)
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ESMAR	opens	new	horizons	for	
students. Included in the program is a 
beginning transposition requirement, a 
challenging arpeggio routine, a new chord 
progression, a scale routine which can be 
used as a lifetime warm up, introduction 
to	harmonizing	a	lead	line,	sight	reading	a	
chorale tune, and much more. 

New	students	are	now	preparing	for	
our Extended Study of Musicianship and 
Repertoire.	To	find	a	list	of	requirements	
and	other	forms,	please	visit	the	state	
website and look under “Programs for Stu-
dents.”	Next	season,	Dr.	Jill	Timmons	will	
again	be	our	assessor.	The	evaluations	will	
be held on April 26 and 27, 2019. Please let 
me	know	if	you	have	an	interested	student.

—Jan Mittelstaedt
janrm@frontier.com

State News ESMAR (Continued)
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State News Independent Music Teachers Forum

Holly Counts
IMTF Chair

Hello! My name is Holly Counts and I am 
the new Independent Music Teachers Fo-
rum	Chair.	I	have	my	own	voice	and	piano	
studio	in	Hillsboro	and	have	enjoyed	mem-
bership with OMTA for the past six years. 
As the IMTF Chair, I am the point person 
for issues that arise for independent teach-
ers that you would like to see discussed at 
the	state	level.	These	can	be	issues	or	needs	
that may apply to your particular district or 
area, or they may be applicable across the 
state. Please e-mail me with your thoughts 
at hollycounts@gmail.com. Any input I 
receive	will	then	be	reported	to	the	board.	I	
look forward to hearing from you!

BEGINNING JAZZ IMPROVISATION 
FOR CLASSICAL PIANIST

If you are a classically trained pianist, or aspiring 
to play piano with more spontaneity, freedom, and 
creativity, this workshop is for you. Even though 
Jazz is typically thought of as synonymous with 
improvisation, improvisation was prevalent in 
classical music for centuries. Bach, Beethoven, 
Liszt, Chopin, Mozart, and many others were 
known as great improvisers before they were 

acknowledged as composers. The fundamentals of 
Jazz Improvisation apply to classical music as well. 
Take your playing to a new level of creativity and 

enjoyment.

You will learn:
• The 12 bar Blues Form ( essential to gospel, 

jazz & blues styles)
• The 11 v 1 progression ( the fabric of all Jazz 

standards)
• Extended chords ( “ Jazz chords”) & much 

more !
• ( prerequisite ) how to play a major chord, & 

a major scale

The workshop will be held at the beautiful 225 
acre Ananda Retreat Center 40 minutes East of 

Portland.

Donn Rochlin is a composer, pianist, and ed-
ucator. He has been a featured presenter at the 

C.M.T.A. O.M.T.A. and the Western States Asso-
ciation of Music Therapist. In addition to touring 
over 65 cities presenting his “Just For Fun” piano 
workshops. Donn offers private lessons, a variety 

of workshops and, maintains a schedule of live 
performances.

 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday November 10th
$125 (includes organic vegetarian lunch)

(optional lodging (includes meals) for those 
who would like to come early or stay later)

For additional questions and registration please 
call: 503-539-9153

 
The Ananda Center At Laurelwood

http://anandalaurelwood.org/
38950 Laurelwood Rd. Gaston, Oregon

Holly Counts

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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who complete certification. This grant 
reimburses 50 percent of your cost of 
certification which is a fabulous incen-
tive	to	get	started	on	those	Teacher	
Profile Projects!

•	 Speaking	of	Teacher	Profile	Projects	…	
sometimes the projects can feel daunt-
ing to a member looking at the require-
ments	for	the	first	time.	However,	I’m	
excited to present stories shared by 
OMTA members who completed the 
projects,	earned	their	NCTM	Certifica-
tion, and sincerely enjoyed the process! 
These	“NCTM	Spotlights”	will	be	pre-
sented in future issues of Music News 
for you to enjoy and be inspired by.

In the meantime, feel free to contact 
me with questions about how to get started 
on	your	NCTM	Certification	journey!

Congratulations to recently certified 
OMTA	members	from	the	2017–2018	
year:	Elise	H.	Yun,	NCTM	(Lake	Oswego);	
Jeana	Graham,	NCTM	(Brownsville)!		

At the OMTA/WSMTA Joint Confer-
ence,	WSMTA	Certification	Chair	Rose	
Freeman,	NCTM,	and	I	had	the	honor	of	
publicly	recognizing	these	members	during	
the	General	Opening	Session.	Also,	at	the	
Conference we hosted an informational ses-
sion	on	NCTM	Certification.	Here’s	what	
you	need	to	know	…

•	 With	a	fresh	year	of	lessons	comes	a	
fresh	year	of	Certification	Grants!	This	
year five grants worth $100 each are 
available to the first five members who 
complete certification in 2018–2019. 
And	Portland	District	is	supporting	
NCTM	Certification	by	offering	an	ad-
ditional three grants worth $100 each 
to their first three district members 

State News Certification

Rebekah Carter, NCTM
OMTA Certification Chair

NCTM Certification at OMTA/WSMTA Conference

Opus  73 /No.  1    •    S ep tember  2018
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The 2018 OMTA Scholarship Auditions 
were held on May 12 and 13 at Portland 
Piano Company. A total of 52 students 
entered representing 26 teachers. Our won-
derful judges were Stephen Thomas and 
Michael McQuay, both teachers at Brigham 
Young	University	Idaho.	The	students’	
performances, as usual, were stellar. Con-
gratulations to all who participated! Below 
is a list of the winners:

Jean Williams
1st place:  
	 Felix	Tse	(student	of	Renato	Fabbro)

2nd place tie:  
	 Micah	Ng,	student	of	Kelli	Stephens)
	 Rachel	Modlin	(student	of	Elizabeth 
 Stern)

Honorable mention: 
 Zayan Akmal (student of Linda Barker)
	 Ivy	Ding	(student	of	Rachelle	McCabe)

D. Suzanne Raines
1st place:  
	 Jacob	Nenow	(student	of	Renato	Fab-
bro)

2nd place:  
 Tristan Peng (student of Irene Huang,  
	 Renato	Fabbro	and	Peter	Mack)

3rd place tie:  
 Ellie Choi (student of Linda Barker)
 Chloe Zhang (student of Kelli Stephens)

Honorable mention:  
 Safia Barmada (student of Momoko 
 Muramatsu)
 Jason Kim (student of SungJung Kim)
 Sanjano Ilango (student of  
 SingJung Kim)

Cris Tapang Memorial
1st place:  
	 Michael	Gu	 
	 (student	of	Rachelle	McCabe)

State News 2018 OMTA Scholarship Winners

2nd place:  
 Amber Jun (student of Lydia Chung)

3rd place:  
 Joshua Ji (student of Kelli Stephens)

Donna and David Eason
1st place:  
	 Catherine	Youn	(student	of	Lydia 
 Chung)

2nd place:  
	 Trinity	Goff	(student	of	Kellene	Goff )

3rd place tie:  
	 Hannah	Ma	(student	of	Elena	Istratova)
	 Lily	Xia	(student	of	Linda	Barker)

Portland District Instrumental
1st place: 
	 David	Chvorun	(student	of	Renato 
 Fabbro)

Edith Strange
1st place:  
 Julia Sutherland (student of Shirley 
 Brendlinger)

2nd place:  
	 Christopher	Yoon	(student	of	Renato 
 Fabbro)

Tom O’Brien Junior
1st place: 
	 Haoyang	Jiang	(student	of	Rachelle 
 McCabe)

Honorable mention:  
	 Raynah	Cheng	(student	of	Monica 
 Ohuchi Bunch)

Tom O’Brien Senior
1st place: 
	 Jenna	Tu	(student	of	Renato	Fabbro)

Honorable mention:  
	 Alicia	Cheng	(student	of	Rachelle	 
 McCabe)

(Continued on next page)
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Kelli Stephens
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Dorothy Pederson Fahlman
1st place:  
 Anna Billings (student of Adriana 
 Hretcanu)

2nd place:  
 Anna Speer (student of Barbara  
 Chapman)

3rd place:  
 Kendrick Lee (student of Lucy  
	 Clevenger)

Gladys Strong
1st place:  
 Edison Tsai (student of Kelli Stephens)

2nd place:  
 Zaira Castillo (student of Alexandre  
	 Dossin)

3rd place:  
	 Tessa	German	(student	of	Claire	 
 Wachter)

Eleanore East and  
Edward G. Michaels
1st place: 
	 Sunny	Wang	(student	of	Renato	Fabbro 
	 and	Barbara	Roberts)

2nd place: 
	 Gabriel	Guo	(student	of	Renato	Fabbro 
	 and	Barbara	Roberts)

3rd place: 
 William Zhang (student of Kelli 
 Stephens)

Francis Virginia Melton
1st place: 
	 Aveek	Ganguly	(student	of	Renato	 
 Fabbro)

Lina Belle Tartar
1st place: 
	 Savannah	Panah	(student	of	Christine 
 Meadows)

2nd place:  
 Alexandra Shenson-Collins (student of 
	 Victoria	Drozdova)

Derthick Club Voice
1st place: 
	 Douglas	Heymann	(student	of	Greta 
 Pedersen)

OMTA Orchestral Instrumental—
High School Division
1st place:  
 Kieran McLain (student of Hamilton 
	 Cheifetz)

Jeannette Scott Briggs— 
Middle School Division
1st place:  
	 Ryan	Jun	(student	of	Clarisse	 
 Atcherson)

Jeannette Scott Briggs— 
Elementary Division
1st place:  
 Eden Choi (student of Paloma  
	 Griffin-Hebert)

State News 2018 OMTA Scholarship Winners (Continued)
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Special thanks go to the family of 
Joan	Gathercoal	for	making	available	and	
rescuing all of the items in the first place, 
Rosanne	Smith	and	Linda	Hansen	who	
both	stored	many	boxes	in	their	homes	over	
the	past	year,	Kathy	Gault	and	Margaret	
Littlehales	who	traveled	over	the	mountains	
one warm weekend to begin the sorting and 
selection	process,	and	Matt	Neely	for	load-
ing	and	carrying	dozens	of	boxes	for	us.	We	
will	give	an	official	final	report	once	this	
project is finished later this fall. 

Over	the	past	month,	some	progress	has	
been made on doing a final sorting of Joan 
Gathercoal’s	OMTA	history	collection.	It	
is	being	divided	up	by	rarity,	purpose,	and	
OMTA	Districts.	If	you	are	an	OMTA	
Officer or Chair, you might be contacted 
to	receive	some	small	part	of	the	collec-
tion soon if it is related to your duties this 
year (to sort, keep, or pass on to the next 
officer someday). About one third of the 
collection	will	be	given	to	the	Oregon	
Historical	Society	for	their	archives.	We	are	
very	thankful	to	this	organization	for	safe	
keeping	a	large	portion	of	Joan’s	collections.	
Items	are	retrievable	by	the	pubic	once	they	
are donated.

State News OMTA History 

Talia Neely
OMTA Historian

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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State News OMTA District Projects Grant Programs

Susan Todd, NCTM
OMTA District Projects 
Grant Coordinator

We	are	entering	the	final	year	of	the	five-
year	Nellie	Tholen	District	Projects,	and	
programs are planned throughout the state! 
All are welcome to attend these free work-
shops.	We	have	had	teachers	join	OMTA	
after	visiting	workshops,	and	many	students	
and	community	members	have	also	enjoyed	
what	has	been	on	offer.	Here’s	what	we	have	
for the fall so far:

Saturday, September 22
10:45	a.m.–12:15	p.m.
Central	Oregon	District 
Home of Patti Petersen
3569	Conrad	Drive,	Bend	97701
	 Dr.	Jeanine	Jacobson,	NCTM: 
 How Can I Teach So My Students  
 Will Be Motivated?
How teachers can modify their teaching  
to	assure	motivation.

Monday, October 1
10:00	a.m.–Noon
Umpqua/South	Coast	District
Studio of Marge Connet
2968	Ralinda	Terrace,	Roseburg	97471
	 Heidi	Evans,	NCTM:
 Spooky Improvisation:  
 Fun for your Fall Recital
Six	weeks	to	performance-ready	improvisa-
tion	for	the	Fall	Recital,	all	ages/levels,	in	
10-minute increments.

Saturday, October 6
Time TBA
Blue	Mountain	District
Groth	Recital	Hall,	Loso	Hall	(Room	126)
EOU Campus
	 Dr.	Thomas	Otten,	NCTM 
 Music of the Baroque, Classical,  
 Romantic, Contemporary Eras:  
 Differences in Tone, Articulation,  
 Pedal, Rubato
Examining pedal and articulation to shed 
light on the often-confusing musical choic-
es	we	have	when	performing	and	teaching	
music from many different style periods.

Teacher Enrichment for All!
Monday, October 8
10:00	a.m.–Noon
Rogue	Valley	District
Location TBA
	 Daniel	Stephens	and	Judith	Kennedy 
 Baroque Dance Rhythms
Examining Baroque dance music through 
the medium of steps, patterns, and dances 
from the period.

Tuesday, October 9
10:00	a.m.–Noon
Linn-Benton	District
Location TBA
	 Dr.	Stephen	Lewis
 Engaging Story and Narrative in  
 Performance: Marches, Waltzes,  
 Chorales, and Other “Topics” in Music
In this two-hour presentation, we will 
explore the idea of musical “topic,” or refer-
ence, and how composers use topics to cre-
ate	uniquely	musical	stories	and	narratives.	
Teachers will come away with more knowl-
edge about how to inspire their students to 
be	expressive	in	their	playing.

Friday, October 12
10:00	a.m.–Noon
Lincoln	County	District
Oregon Coast Community College 
South Beach Campus 
400	SE	College	Way,	Newport
	 Dr.	Thomas	Otten,	NCTM: 
 Music of the Baroque, Classical,  
 Romantic, Contemporary Era
(See	October	6	details	above	for	 
Blue	Mountain	District)

(Continued on next page)
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State News OMTA District Projects Grant Programs (Continued)

Sunday, October 21
3:00	p.m.–5:00	p.m.
Mid-Columbia	District 
Location	TBA	(Goldendale,	WA)
	 Dr.	Jill	Timmons,	NCTM: 
 Playing Well: Strategies for  
 Performance Preparation
How	to	Develop	Detailed	and	Reliable	
Preparation, Supporting a Fully Focused 
Performance

Remember—you	can	view	these	grant	 
presentations online at:  
https://tinyurl.com/zxluqok	

Nurturing Potential into Passion  
by Leila Viss

Starter Steps for Playing 18th Century  
Repertoire on the Modern Piano 
by	Donna	Gunn,	NCTM

Tips for Preparing for Syllabus Exams 
by	Heidi	Evans,	NCTM

Succeeding with Sonatinas 
by	Dr.	Crystal	Zimmerman

Music and the Brain: How We Hear and 
Understand Melody and Rhythm 
Dr.	Crystal	Zimmerman

Authentic Baroque Dance 
by	Judith	Kennedy	and	Daniel	Stephens

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Dear	Colleagues,
Welcome, new OMTA members, and 
welcome	everyone!	As	the	new	membership	
chair, I hope the coming year brings you 
great fulfillment and success, as well as deeper 
meaning and more camaraderie with your 
fellow music teachers. And it will, if you truly 
grasp what your membership can mean to 
you. So here is my challenge to us all:

As an OMTA member, you are part of 
an	amazing,	dynamic	community	of	pro-
fessional music educators. Are you taking 
advantage	of	all	the	fantastic	benefits	this	pro-
vides?	In	September	you	will	once	again	have	
the	chance	to	attend	your	district’s	monthly	
meeting.	Will	you	be	there?	It	is	a	very	special	
opportunity to not only meet other teachers, 
but	also	to	give	and	receive	encouragement!	
Yes,	your	fellow	teachers	could	sometimes	use	
the encouragement of a peer. 

What	was	your	motivation	when	you	
joined OMTA? Were you thinking about 
what it could do for you? How about what 
you can do for OMTA? Are you just a 
name on a list, paying your dues and send-
ing	students	to	festivals,	or	are	you	a	vibrant	
part	of	our	association?	Did	you	sign	up	so	
your students could pass a Syllabus exam, 
or do you also show up to help with district 
events?	OMTA	became	the	fabulous,	strong	
organization	that	it	is	because	some	teachers	
decided	to	give	their	time,	energy	and	pas-
sion	so	that	we	all	can	have	opportunities	
to	thrive	as	teachers	and	to	grow	profession-
ally.	If	we	all	give	just	a	little	bit	of	time	and	
effort, OMTA will stay strong and support 
us in so many ways.

How do you structure your music 
teaching	year?	Do	you	start	fresh	each	year	
in the fall when school starts, or teach year-
round?	We	all	have	our	own	style	of	teach-
ing, and schedules and policies that work 
best for us and our clientele. 

Laura Davis
Membership Chair

Welcoming Our Newest Members

State News Membership

Whether September is just another 
month	in	your	studio,	or	you’ve	had	a	sum-
mer break and are just getting back into 
a regular teaching schedule, many of our 
students had at least a small break during 
the	summer.	Now	it’s	“Back-to-School”	sea-
son and that means a good time to refocus, 
regroup and renew.

I	hope	everyone	has	remembered	to	
renew	their	MTNA	and	local	memberships!	
MTNA’s	annual	renewal	season	is	in	the	
spring, and it is best not to put off our own 
membership renewal too long. By renewing 
in	May	or	early	June,	you	have	taken	care	
of	it	and	don’t	need	to	worry	about	remem-
bering to do so in the summer. Plus, your 
name and contact information will be sure 
to stay updated on the OMTA membership 
online directory.

Recently	the	OMTA	State	Board	voted	
to	stop	printing	paper	copies	of	the	Direc-
tory	for	all	members.	Ninety-nine	percent	
of our members are able to access news and 
information online now, so this will be a 
great	cost	savings	for	OMTA.

New OMTA Members 
Let’s	be	sure	to	welcome	our	newer	 
members who recently joined the  
following districts:

Eugene District
Shanti Deck (High School)

Piano 

Kara Eubanks
Violin, Theory

Jane McInnis
Piano

Wyatt True
Violin, Viola, Chamber Music

(Continued on next page)
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State News Membership (Continued)

Portland District
Ashley McCullar

Piano

Peter Fullerton
Voice, Vocal Coach

Naomi Burla (Collegiate)

Lee Nolan
Piano, Vocal Coach, Composition,  

Theory

Kathy James
Piano

Dr. Lucy Phillips
Violin, Viola, Pedagogy, Music History

Yekaterina Tseomashko
Early Childhood Music, Elementary  

Music, Music Therapy, Piano

Tualatin Valley
Kathy James

Piano

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Helen Jones, NCTM

Central OregonDistrict News

Welcome	to	the	2018–19	teaching	year!	We	
hope	you	have	had	a	wonderful	summer.	
We are excited to welcome new Central 
Oregon	District	officers	for	2018–20:	Presi-
dent:	Gina	Rosbrook;	President-elect:	Janet	
Smith;	Secretary:	Helen	Jones,	NCTM;	
Treasurer: Jenny Marsden and Past Presi-
dent:	Margaret	Littlehales,	NCTM.

Seven	members	of	District	attended	
the summer Oregon/Washington State 
Conference	in	Vancouver,	Washington:	
Melissa	Barker,	Kathy	Gault,	Judy	Kamper-
man, Margaret Littlehales, Patti Petersen, 
Virginia	Reber	and	Gina	Rosbrook.	They	
attended workshops and concerts and came 
home with lots of new teaching ideas. 
Kathy	Gault	finished	her	two-year	term	as	
OMTA State President. She was selected as 
an OMTA Honorary Lifetime Member at 
the conference.

Our	2017–18	year	ended	with	Ensem-
ble	Festival	recitals	on	June	9.	Instruments	
represented were piano duets, duos, trios, 

quartets,	violin,	harps	and	vibraphone.	
Eight teachers also performed ensembles. 
Participation trophies as well as Sylla-
bus	Level	X	medals	and	certificates	were	
awarded to students after each recital.

Our	District	member	and	President-
Elect Janet Smith performed a two-piano 
concert	on	June	9	with	fellow	pianist	Dar-
lene Cusick at Wille Hall on the Central 
Oregon Community College campus.

OMTA	honorary	lifetime	members	Barbara	Chapman	NCTM,	Kathy	Gault	NCTM,	Sherrene	Walker	and	
Carol	Ratzlaf	NCTM	at	2018	State	Conference.

Opus  73 /No.  1    •    S ep tember  2018
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Central OregonDistrict News

Group	photo	at	the	ESMAR	recital.

Our first meeting will be Saturday, 
September	22.	Jeanine	Jacobson	will	give	
the program entitled, “How Can I Teach so 
my	Students	will	be	Motivated?”

We	are	excited	to	announce	K–12	
private	music	students	who	qualified	for	
the	first	year	of	Central	Oregon	District	
Honor Society. Students had to pass either 
Syllabus	or	Junior	Festival	during	the	2017-
18 school year plus participate in Central 
Oregon	District	studio	and	school	events.	
Perks for each student include two sea-
son tickets to Central Oregon Symphony 
2018–19	concerts	and	$10	Pine	Bucks	
from Pine Mountain Sports.

Honor Society students are: Ben 
Bonetto, Kate Bonetto, Osiris Bretoi, 
Caroline Broberg, Kyle Freed, Brooklyn 
Gilsdorf,	Evan	Grover,	Davis	Hoffman,	Joel	
Hoffman, Alexandria Johnston, Madeline 
Livingstone,	Thea	Mandel,	Claire	Mc-
Donald,	Calvin	Nary,	Joel	Newman,	Isaiah	
Ojeda, Michelle Ortman, Ella Peterson, 
Matthias	Santucci,	Matthew	Seals,	Gabriel	
Sternberg and Jake Thibert. Teachers of 
Honor Society students are Helen Jones, 
Judy Kamperman, Margaret Littlehales, 
Virginia	Reber,	Gina	Rosbrook,	Jean	
Shrader and Janet Smith.
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Alexis Gibbons, NCTM

EugeneDistrict News

The	Eugene	District	hopes	everyone	had	
a delightful summer and is ready to jump 
into	the	new	school	year.	Our	District	
will	being	having	our	first	presentation	on	
September	10	at	the	University	of	Oregon.	
Our	presenter	is	Michael	Reiter	who	is	
University	of	Oregon’s	piano	technician.	He	
will be focusing on communicating effec-
tively	with	your	piano	technician	and	much	
more. Then on October 8, OMTA Presi-
dent Selina Manson will be presenting at 
the First Congregational Church. She will 
be focusing on the benefits of the new e-
recitals	available	to	teachers	and	students	as	
well as other features of note on the OMTA 
website. We look forward to these enriching 
programs and hope you will join us if you 
find interest on these topics.

We are excited and grateful for our 
incoming officers. Our new officers are 
Genevieve	Mason	who	is	filling	the	shoes	as	
President and Janet Pollock who is Vice Pres-
ident.	Nick	Reiser	is	continuing	his	duties	as	
Recording	Secretary	and	Alexis	Gibbons	is	
continuing in her position as Communica-
tions Secretary. We are looking for a member 
that	will	volunteer	to	be	our	Treasurer.	Mark	
Stevens	volunteered	for	the	position	earlier	
this year but he recently accepted a position 
at	Washington	State	University.	While	we	
are sad to see him go, the Washington Music 
Teachers Association will be gaining an in-
valuable	member.	As	we	start	this	new	school	
year,	we	are	grateful	to	all	our	volunteers	and	
look	forward	to	the	amazing	activities	and	
presentations we will be enjoying.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s



 20

Rogue ValleyDistrict News

Greetings	from	the	smoky	Rogue	Valley	
District.	As	we	all	get	ready	for	fall	lessons	
and a new teaching year, we do so with 
great appreciation for what the OMTA of-
fers us and our students.  

Our New Roster of Officers
President
 Michele Alspach
Vice President
	 Pat	Daly
Secretary
 Marsha Hall
Treasurer
	 Cathy	Gerking

Chairs
Membership
 Marsha Hall
Syllabus
	 Catherine	Darnall	(south)	
 and Hanlie Pienaar (north)
Composition
	 Catherine	Darnall
Sonatina
 Michele Alspach
Yearbook
	 Catherine	Rooney
Programs
	 Catherine	Rooney

Publicity
	 Margie	Daly	 

	 and	Catherine	Rooney
Spring	Recitals
	 Pat	Daly	 

 and Sharee Luce
Music at the Mall
	 Cathy	Gerking	 

	 and	Ronda	Williams
Anything	Goes	Recital
 Sharee Luce
Ensemble	Recital
 Sharee Luce

Our first meeting will be September 
10.	We	will	have	a	report	on	those	mem-
bers who attended the wonderful confer-
ence this summer and we will look ahead 
to our roster of upcoming programs for 
the	year.	We	are	thankful	for	the	Nellie	
Tholen funds which enrich our program 
list each year and hope that it will continue 
in	the	future.	We	are	also	very	thankful	for	
our enthusiastic members, many of whom 
wear	several	hats	for	our	district	and	many	
of which contribute their expertise to our 
group with excellent programs.

As always, we also are in awe and ap-
preciation of the state officers and commit-
tee chairs. Without them, OMTA would 
not	be	the	wonderful	organization	it	is.

Michele Alspach
Rogue Valley District President
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Here is the information for this work-
shop and we hope all of you will join us!

Date: Friday, October 12
time: 10:00 with social time at 9:40 
Place: Tigard United Methodist Church
info: www.TVOMTA.org

Our	board	members	for	2018–19	are:
President 
	 Patti	Widener,	NCTM
Past President
	 Laura	Davis
Secretary
 Joyce Bradshaw
Secretary
 Kristin Cichoski
President Elect
 Unfilled

Patti Widener, NCTM
Tualatin Valley District President

Tualatin ValleyDistrict News

We are excited to begin the new teaching 
year with our first business meeting and 
presentation on Friday, September 14 at Ti-
gard	United	Methodist	Church.	Several	of	
our	teachers	will	share	“Repertoire	Gems,”	
which	will	include	favorites	and	not	as	well	
known	teaching	pieces	for	all	levels.

In October, we are thrilled to welcome 
master	clinician	Kristin	Yost	for	“Recitals	
Re-Imagined.”	This	two	hour	workshop	
will	explore	creative	recital	ideas	for	every	
teacher. Kristin is the founder and director 
of	the	very	successful	business	called	The 
Centre for Musical Minds which is located in 
Frisco, Texas.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Tualatin Valley Music Teachers 
Association presents: 

 

 Kristin Yost 
Recitals 

Reimagined ! 
Making music come to life at a 

recital everyone loves. 
 

October 12, 2018 
Tigard United Methodist Church 

10:00 a.m. 
Coffee and Networking 9:40 

 
 Spark your inner creative and 

find new ways to provide a 
meaningful performance 

experience for your students. 
 

Master clinician Kristin Yost will 
present ways to elevate your studio’s 
value through reimagining the piano 

recital. 
 

This 2 hour workshop will explore 
creative recital ideas for every 
teacher. Whether it is standard 

teaching repertoire or Broadway and 
pop music, teachers will come away 
with innovative recital concepts that 

are sure to motivate students and 
engage the audience. 

Teachers are invited to learn a pop 
standard and perform with a rhythm 

ensemble at the end of the workshop. 

 

 
 
 
 
As an active performer, author and teacher, 
Kristin comes with a nationally recognized 
name attributed to her published works, 
conference presentations and level of 

students. Kristin holds the Masters degree 
in Piano Pedagogy and Performance from 

Southern Methodist University. 
She is the founder and Executive Director of 

The Centre of Musical Minds in Frisco 
Texas, where through a decade of 

experience and research has achieved a 
formula of success not only for her students 

but also for herself. 
She emphasizes joy, creativity and 

perseverance with long-view goals that 
focus on each person as a collection of 

strengths. 
Kristin has over 10 years of putting on great 

shows with her students. 
You can read more about Kristin at  

KristinYost.com 
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Information & Acknowledgements

Issues Deadlines
Jan	 Dec	15
Feb Jan 15
Mar Feb 15
Apr Mar 15
May Apr 15

June May 15 
Sept Aug 15
Oct Sept 15
Nov Oct 15
Dec	 Nov	15

Please send ads and accompanying graphics in 
TIFF,	EPS,	JPEG	or	PDF	format	 

to	Caris	or	Robin	Power:	 
office@oregonmta.org

Half	single	column	ads	(and	articles	about	events	 
which require an admission fee or tuition): 

$25.00

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Visit https://oregonmta.org/publications/  

for prices and ad specifications.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is  

always helpful and appreciated.

The	link	below	connects	you	to	your	local	District 
Associations,	OMTA	Board	of	Directors	 

and Committee Chairs: 
https://oregonmta.org/about/leadership/

Let Us Know
If	you	have	changed	your	e-mail	address	please	contact	 

the	office	so	you	don’t	miss	any	OMTA	News.	 
office@oregonmta.org
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