
OMTAMusic
News

Many of our members may not be 
aware of two very special members 
who contribute to OMTA on an 
almost daily basis. They are Sarah 
Ball, NCTM and Linda Rodgers, 
NCTM. When the Finance De-
partment was realigned to delegate 
responsibilities and position the 
State Treasurer mainly as oversight, 
both Sarah and Linda stepped up 
to volunteer their talent and time. 

Sarah is our Operations Book-
keeper who receives and deposits 
general revenue and orders pay-
ments to cover our many and 
various expenses. Linda is our 
Syllabus bookkeeper who receives 
all revenues related to our largest 
program and orders all payments 
to be sent for this program. They 

both keep impeccable records and 
are instrumental in the successful 
continuation of our efforts as an 
association. 

What is amazing to me is that, 
while attending to these demand-
ing and important responsibilities 
as well as their teaching com-
mitments, both Linda and Sarah 
achieved their NCTM national cer-
tification and will be contributing 
even more as Syllabus adjudicators. 

If you have the opportunity to 
see or meet Linda and Sarah, please 
give them a big thank you for their 
efforts. I encourage you to do the 
same for all of our volunteers who 
help to keep OMTA vibrant and 
relevant. 

Respectfully submitted,
Fern McArthur, NCTM

OMTA Treasurer
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Kathy Gault, NCTM 
OMTA President

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

President’s Corner

(District visits, competitions, festivals, 
meetings …)

“I must hurry, for there they go, and  
I am their leader.”

(After attending an inspiring MTNA  
National Conference …)

“Pay the thunder no mind. Listen to 
the birds.”

 —EubiE blakE

(Planning for OMTA Leadership Retreat …)
“To achieve great things, two things  
are needed: a plan, and not quite 
enough time.”

—lEonard bErnstEin

Year Two motto:
“Remember, even a small step forward is 
progress.”

 —nElliE tholEn

(Feeling inspired by our wonderful District 
Presidents and Board members …)

“She said she usually cried at least once 
each day, not because she was sad, but 
because the world was so beautiful and 
life was so short.” 

—brian andrEas

(Stuff happening …)
“I keep practicing because I believe I 
am making progress.”

—Celebrated cellist
Pablo Casals 

when asked why he continued to  
practice four hours a day at age 84

One of the defining characteristics of all-
volunteer organizations is change. Goals 
and standards may stay in place decade af-
ter decade, with only the details and direc-
tion being refined from time to time. But 
leadership changes on a regular basis, and 
that is what keeps a longstanding organiza-
tion such as OMTA vital and relevant.

New young leaders bring a fresh 
outlook on the job, with an eye to higher 
potentials and changes that might benefit 
members individually and as a professional 
group. Leaders in their middle and older 
years bring experience and balanced judge-
ment, and also hold the memories and his-
tory of OMTA in their hearts and minds.

This is my final ‘President’s Corner’ 
message for my 2-year term as OMTA 
President. If you have been paying atten-
tion, you know by now that I love a good 
quote to make a point, create a still mo-
ment or reflection, or trigger a smile.  

With that in mind, I thought I would 
give you an overview of one president’s two 
years in office, through bits and bobs of 
other people’s wisdom. Enjoy!

Year One motto: 
(Taking hold of the gavel from the previous 
President …)

“Plan ahead. Chess players plan 12 
moves ahead.”

(Wrapping head around multiple commit-
tees, office staff, officers, ongoing projects, 
meetings …)

“Life is one Plan B after another.”

(Continued on next page)

Have I a secret to playing the piano? It’s a very simple one. I sit down  
on the piano stool and make myself comfortable—and I always make sure that the  

lid over the keyboard is open before I start to play.
—arthur sChnabEl
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With that in mind, what will our 
incoming officers and board members bring 
to OMTA? I know you are going to love 
seeing them in action over the next two 
years. Please talk to them when you see 
them at district meetings and for heaven’s 
sake, please come up and introduce yourself 
to me and the new leaders when you see us 
at the State Conference this month. Share 
your thoughts and ideas and wishes for 
YOUR organization.  

Stay tuned …

Kathy Gault, NCTM
OMTA President

(Working with local Districts and State 
Board members to try and forecast future 
needs …)

“Anything that is in the world when 
you are born is normal and ordinary, 
and is just a natural part of the way the 
world works. Anything that is invented 
between when you are 15 and 35 is 
new and revolutionary, and you can 
probably get a career in it. Anything 
invented after you’re 35 is against the 
natural order of things…”  

—douglas adams

President’s Corner  (Continued)
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•	 It’s	time	to	renew	your	membership.	
Avoid hassles next year by renewing  
on time.

•	 Thank	you	for	all	the	work	you	put	in	
this year to prepare your students and 
participate in this outstanding pro-
gram, teachers, chairs, students, and 
supportive families!  

•	 I	hope	to	see	you	at	the	OMTA/
WSMTA Conference in June —it’s a 
great lineup!

Reminders for Level X students:
•	 This	is	a	huge	accomplishment	for	both	

students and teachers!

•	 The	Level	X	Recital	&	Awards	form	
has been updated (postage increases) 
and is available on the OMTA website.  
https://tinyurl.com/yc75zsbz	

•	 The	Level	X	recital	is	June	3,	Sunday,	
at 2 p.m. at Portland Piano Company’s 
new location. The chairperson is Lacie 
Mitts.

•	 Email	me	if	your	Level	X	Evaluation	
students would like a personalized letter 
of explanation.

As always, feel free to email me  
with questions or concerns at  
heidievanspiano@gmail.com

Heidi Evans, MST, NCTM
OMTA Syllabus Chair

State News Syllabus

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

We’re in the home stretch!
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Fern McArthur, NCTM
OMTA Sonatina Festival Chair

It has come to my attention that our choice 
of repertoire for Level VIII has been deemed 
out of print in the Warner Brothers edition. 
However, this wonderful piece is still avail-
able in certain places, so we have decided to 
have it remain on the repertoire list. 

Sonata in F minor, Op. 13, No. 6, I.  
Allegro Agitato by Muzio Clementi
Available on petrucci IMSLP website and 
there is no membership charge to download. 

•	 It	has	been	found	under	OP.	13,	No.	6	
as well as Op. 14, No. 3.

•	 It	is	helpful	to	look	for	just	F Minor 
Sonata Allegro Agitato.

•	 Presenting	the	download	version	in	a	
notebook is perfectly acceptable. 

It is also available in a Henle edition 
priced	at	$36.95	at	Sheet	Music	Plus.

We wish you an enjoyable summer of 
playing Sonatinas and Sonatas. Remember 
the deadline date for entry is Friday, Septem-
ber 28, and we look forward to seeing you in 
Eugene in October!

State News OMTA Sonatina Festival Alert!
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State News MusicLink

Debra Sostrin
Oregon MusicLink  
State Coordinator We’re a national non-profit foundation, 

with an affiliate in Oregon, that provides 
support and resources to music teachers 
who offer scholarships for students from 
low-income families.

Oregon MusicLink is growing by leaps 
and bounds! We continue to add new 
MusicLink teachers, students, and busi-
ness sponsors to our roster. This year we 
awarded summer music camp scholarships 
to fourteen students which is an unprec-
edented number!

Come and visit the MusicLink In-
formation and Outreach Table at the 
WSMTA/OMTA Joint Conference in June! 
Our Board members will be on hand at 
our table in the Vendor’s Room to answer 
all your questions about MusicLink, such 
as: How do students and teachers qualify 
for MusicLink membership? What are the 
benefits? Can I sign up to be a MusicLink 
teacher, even if I do not yet teach any 
students on scholarship? I’d like to help a 
student with financial needs—how do I 
find such a student?

Our MusicLink Board members—
Carol Ratzlaf, Ruth Sadilek, Debra Sostrin, 
Amy Vanacore, and Liz Willis—will be 
wearing our “Ask Me About MusicLink” 
badges. If you see any of us at the confer-
ence, feel free to come up and start a con-
versation. We love to talk about MusicLink!

We invite you to attend our conference 
forum session: 

Finding Meaning and Connecting with 
Your Community through MusicLink
Saturday, June 23
8:00 to 8:30 a.m. 

(Right before the OMTA General Member-
ship meeting)

This will be a workshop for teachers 
who want to deepen their connection to 
their community and serve students from 
socioeconomically diverse backgrounds. 
Private music lessons have historically been 
and continue to be primarily for students 
from middle-class and high-income fami-
lies. Access to quality music instruction for 
low-income students is extremely limited, 
but we can change that! 

Hope to see you soon!

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

Heard about MusicLink?  
Not quite sure what it’s all about?
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Kathy Gault

State News Membership 

Eugene
Jane McInnis

Piano

Klamath Basin
Kathy Klemz

Piano

Linn-Benton
Steve Esbensen

Mid-Columbia
Natasha Monroe

Band, Church Music

Portland
Paloma Griffin-Hebert

Violin

Narumi Minami
Piano

Rogue Valley
Bethanie Sandoval (Collegiate)

Piano

Salem
Johana St. Clair

Piano, Early Childhood Music, Flute

Maura Tomassetti (Collegiate)
Voice, Choral

Tualatin Valley
Abbey Cohen

Trumpet

Anna Danese
Piano

Loren Masanque
Voice, Piano

Welcome to our newest members—we are so pleased you’ve joined us!
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It’s that time of year … summer is coming! 
And so is your NCTM Renewal Reminder 
email, coming right to your inbox …

You’ve probably already received an 
email with a link to click to renew your 
status. If you haven’t renewed yet, be sure to 
take care of that soon! The renewal deadline 
is July 1, and the renewal fee is only $25 
per Area of Performance.

The email link is direct and simple, but 
you may also find the form online at  
www.mtnacertification.org/renewal/

State News Membership Renewal Time!

If you have any questions about the 
renewal process or which form to fill out, 
contact Melissa Curtice (MTNA Member-
ship Processing and Certification Manager) 
at	888-512-5278	Ext.	237	or	by	email	at	
mcurtice@mtna.org. 

Remember that even members holding 
Permanent Professional Certification need 
to submit their renewal each year.

To avoid a delinquency fee or lapsed 
status, be sure to take care of your renewal 
right away to ensure you have everything 
you need! 

Join us for a transformative week of lessons, 
lectures, technique clinics, master classes, and 
concerts on the beautiful Lewis & Clark campus. 

Master teachers from the Golandsky Institute 
will include John Bloomfield, Robert Durso, Mary 
Moran, Deborah Cleaver, and Elizabeth Swarthout. 

Registration information can be found at: www.golandskyinstitute.org

2018
NEW LOCATION

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Piano Arts in Netarts

Concerts. Master Classes. Lectures. Guest Artists

Sponsored by Artsmentor, LLC and Classic Pianos

Where Music Meets the Sea

Piano Arts in Netarts  is a weekend immersion for artist/
educators looking to explore special topics pertaining to 

the piano, finding voice to their ideas (and questions), 
and connecting with their ‘professional tribe’. 

Performances, master classes, somatic education, 
a conference BBQ, and beach time! 

September 7-9, 2018 
The Netarts/Oceanside Firehouse

Registration opens 4/1/18. Limited enrollment.

For registration, audition, housing, 
and fee information contact: 

Dr. Jill Timmons at: jtimmons@linfield.edu 

Jill Timmons 
Artistic Director
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Helen Jones, NCTM

Central OregonDistrict News

We are excited to welcome our new 2018–
2020 Central Oregon District officers. 
President: Gina Rosbrook; President-Elect: 
Janet Smith; Treasurer: Jenny Marsden; 
Secretary: Helen Jones and Past-President: 
Margaret Littlehales.

Our May 11 program was scheduled 
to be given by Mary Kogen. Unfortunately, 
she was ill and her program will be resched-
uled sometime next year. Our own Kathy 
Gault stepped in at the last minute and 
gave an incredible program titled “Into the 
Woods.”	She	showed/played	examples	of	
Romantic-era composers who entitled their 
pieces about aspects of nature. She also did 
a great job of involving the audience.

Our final student event will be the 
Ensemble	Festival	on	June	9	at	Wille	Hall	
on Central Oregon Community College 
campus. Teachers will also perform duos 
and duets after the students perform. 

A number of our members will be at-
tending	the	combined	Oregon/Washington	
State Conference in Vancouver this June.  

Have a great summer!

Kathy Gault

Ensemble Festival

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Alexis Gibbons, NCTM

EugeneDistrict News

The Eugene District had our annual 
brunch in May at Valley River Inn. The 
brunch was dedicated to socializing with 
members, thanking members for their ser-
vice, and announcing the new members of 
our Executive Committee that will serve for 
the next two years. We also had a business 
meeting in which we discussed updating 
our website. We were inspired by the State’s 
freshly updated website and have decided to 
follow suit. Our goals are to give the web-
site a fresh look while continuing to have it 
easy to access for teachers and community 
members looking for teachers. We look 
forward to launching an updated website in 
the coming months.

In other news, our District had Syllabus 
exams at the end of April. One hundred 
and ten students and nineteen teachers 
participated.	We	had	six	Level	X	students	
this spring. We also held our Beverly Soule 
Scholarship at the same time as Syllabus. Six 
students competed and there was a tie for 
first place. Our District raises funds for this 
scholarship through our Teacher’s Showcase 
Recital.	This	recital	was	held	on	May	19th	
at Unity of the Valley Church. Ticket sales 
from this event goes directly towards the 
scholarship fund.

The Eugene District wishes everyone a 
wonderful summer and we hope to see you 
at conference!

Wrapping Up Another Successful Year

Eugene District Brunch Attendees
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knowledge and skills. But at our Brunch, 
we can unwind and relate one to another a 
bit more casually, and that is a treat.

We also hold elections of officers and 
board members. This month we welcomed 
our new incoming President, Patti Wid-
ener. Patti has a long history in OMTA and 
we are thrilled to have her as our leader in 
the	coming	year	2018–19.	We	also	elected	
our very faithful Joyce Bradshaw as our new 
Secretary.

Laura Davis
Past-President, TVOMTA

Tualatin ValleyDistrict News

Brunch and Fun in Tualatin Valley
Our customary end-of-year May Brunch is 
an important tradition for Tualatin Val-
ley District. This is one of the rare times 
when we are able to take a little time to 
actually visit informally with one another. 
It is a time to reminisce over our teaching 
year, talk about ideas, and simply enjoy one 
another’s company. Most of the year we 
are consumed with preparing students for 
festivals, or Syllabus exams, or recitals. Our 
usual meetings consist of amazing presenta-
tions relating to our teaching and playing 

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

Incoming President Patti with Laura
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Information & Acknowledgements

Issues Deadlines
Jan Dec 15
Feb Jan 15
Mar Feb 15
Apr Mar 15
May Apr 15

June May 15 
Sept Aug 15
Oct Sept 15
Nov Oct 15
Dec Nov 15

Submit Articles in 
Music News

Please send articles and accompanying graphics in TIFF, 
EPS, JPEG or PDF format to Alexis Gibbons via email: 
ahgibbons@gmail.com. MS Word files preferred. 

Advertise in Music News

Please send ads and accompanying graphics in 
TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format  

to Caris or Robin Power:  
office@oregonmta.org

Half single column ads (and articles about events  
which require an admission fee or tuition): 

$25.00

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Visit https://oregonmta.org/publications/  

for prices and ad specifications.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is  

always helpful and appreciated.

The link below connects you to your local District 
Associations, OMTA Board of Directors  

and Committee Chairs: 
https://oregonmta.org/about/leadership/

Let Us Know
 

If you have changed your e-mail 
address please contact the office so 
you don’t miss any OMTA News.  

 
office@oregonmta.org
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Music News

Edited by:
Alexis Gibbons 

ahgibbons@gmail.com

Published by:
Oregon Music Teachers Association, Inc.

Affiliated with:
Music Teachers National Association, Inc.

Graphic Design by:
Julie Weiss, Tobias Weiss Design

julie@tobiasweissdesign.com
www.tobiasweissdesign.com

State Website
www.oregonmta.org

Administrative Assistants

Robin Power & Caris Power 
OMTA,	PO	Box	5335,	Portland,	OR	97228

office@oregonmta.org

Upcoming Music News copy DEADLINES:
August 15, 2018

September 15, 2018
October 15, 2018

Please visit our Website to find any further information you need. We encourage you to explore  
the pull-down menus under Teacher Resources and Programs for Students. Complete listings 

of State and District leadership are found in the pull-down menu under About OMTA.

Information & Acknowledgements
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