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An Inspiration to All:
Virginia Hawley Buhn Receives 
OMTA’s 2014 Teaching Award

This year OMTA has inaugurated 
a special new annual Teaching 
Award. Our 2014 recipient, Vir-
ginia Hawley Buhn, was honored at 
our State Conference Banquet this 
summer in Newport.

Virginia’s lifelong love of piano 
began at the age of four, with piano 
lessons with her mother, Edith G. 
Hawley, a highly respected piano 
teacher in Yakima, Washington. 
Her lifelong pursuit of excellence in 
teaching and continuing education 
began a little later—at age seven 
when she was invited to perform at 
the convention of the Washington 

State Music Teachers Association. 
She has lost track of the number of 
conventions, conferences, master 
classes and music festivals she has 
attended in the years following.

Virginia graduated from the 
University of Washington with a 
BA in Music, emphasis in Piano 
Performance, as a student of Berthe 
Poncy Jacobson. From there she 
went on to New York City where 
she received her MA in Music and 
Music Education from Columbia 
University, while studying inde-
pendently with renowned pianist-
pedagogue, Edwin Hughes.

In 1953 she returned to 
Yakima to begin teaching and 
immediately became active in the 
local and state organizations of 
MTNA. In 1955 she married and 
moved with her husband, Edward, 
to Sweet Home, Oregon where 
she established a large, successful 
piano studio. In 1985 they moved 
to Eugene where her career con-
tinues to this day. In each setting 
she has been involved in OMTA 
activities and is delighted with the 
many opportunities for growth 
this has provided for her and for 
her students.

(Continued on next page)
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Virginia is dedicated to the theory 
that everyone can learn to play musically, 
and her students have received numerous 
awards for their outstanding musicianship. 
These include top honors in the Oregon 
Junior Bach Festival, OMTA Ensemble 
Festival, Willamette Valley Summer Music 
Festival, OMTA Scholarship Awards, 
Eugene District Scholarship Award, and 
various college scholarships. Many of her 
students have gone on to successful careers 
in music, and many more to enjoy music as 
a favorite pastime.

Eager to share her knowledge and love 
of music, she has given generously to her 
colleagues as well as her students. One of 
her main contributions has been present-
ing workshops and lecture-recitals in the 
various OMTA districts for many years. 
She has contributed articles for Music News, 
The Oregon Musician, and American Music 
Teacher. As an aid for her students, she 
developed and received a copyright for The 
Piano Student’s Reference Book, which she 
then made available to OMTA members.

The state and national offices in which 
she has served include Secretary and Presi-
dent of OMTA; Treasurer and Vice-Presi-
dent of Northwest Division; and Chairman 
of the MTNA National Certification Board 
from 1991–1995. For her contributions in 
leadership roles she has received an Honor-
ary Life Membership in OMTA and has 
been named a Foundation Fellow in MTNA.

Of all the positions held and time dedi-
cated to professional activities, Virginia feels 
her greatest contributions have been to the 
OMTA Syllabus Program.

In 1985 a committee was formed to 
revise the OMTA Piano Syllabus. Members 
Linda Showman (chair), Pat Chase, Pau-
line Eidemiller and Virginia brought us the 
manual we are still using today. Originally 
only two tiers—Evaluation and Audition—
were available for students and teachers to 
consider. Several years ago Virginia proposed 
adding the Demonstration tier. Though 
somewhat controversial at the time, it was 

adopted and is now considered a valuable 
tool in allowing more students to participate 
successfully in the Syllabus Program.

In 1996, on behalf of the Jean Proctor 
Memorial Fund, Virginia was asked to make 
a series of videotapes (now available on CD) 
showing how to use the OMTA Syllabus for 
effective teaching. She and her student Erin 
Bennett demonstrated with grace, clarity 
and musicality how to prepare requirements 
for each of the ten levels of the Syllabus. In 
the days before instant internet access and 
YouTube, these tapes were a breakthrough 
in helping teachers in Oregon and across the 
country with new ideas and techniques to 
better their teaching skills.

Training adjudicators has become a top 
priority for the OMTA Syllabus Program. 
Virginia, Dorothy Fahlman and Joan 
Gathercoal worked together to plan and 
introduce the first Adjudicator Conference, 
designed to better prepare adjudicators for 
the OMTA Syllabus. The first conference, 
in Neskowin, was a rousing success. Over 
the years a formal training procedure has 
evolved for new adjudicators. In addition, 
adjudicators have continued to meet annu-
ally to enhance their effectiveness in serving 
the teachers and students of OMTA.

Our heartfelt congratulations to Virgin-
ia for all her invaluable contributions to our 
profession, and thanks from all who have 
benefitted from her groundbreaking work.

On behalf of the Honors Committee,

—Susan Todd, NCTM
Honors Committee Chair  

NOTE: The deadline for next year’s awards 
is January 15. Honorary Life Members must 
be nominated by their District Presidents. 
The Foundation Fellow and Teaching Award 
nominations may be made by any member. 
The Honors Committee will review the 
nominations and determine which, if any, to 
recommend to the board for approval at its 
February meeting.

Virginia’s crystal vase.
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President’s Corner

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

At the State Conference in Newport, we held 
our bi-annual Long Range Planning Session. 
Leaders from all over the state participated, 
sharing ideas and suggestions for the future 
direction of OMTA. A couple of themes 
emerged at both this and the 2012 session. 
Members expressed the need to support our 
smaller districts throughout the state and the 
desire to reach out to non-OMTA teachers 
in a welcoming, inclusive manner. 

Last Spring our OMTA grant writer 
Chris Engbretson, Jill Timmons, and my-
self collaborated on a grant proposal that 
would help meet these very needs. We came 
up with a five-year pilot project that aims 
to benefit both OMTA and non-OMTA 
piano teachers and students throughout 
the state. I’m thrilled to announce that, 
through a generous grant from the Oregon 
Community Foundation Nellie Tholen 
Fund, OMTA has received the funding to 
embark on this wonderful project.

The OCF grant supports three initia-
tives: 1.) the OMTA annual conference, 
continuing education outreach to OMTA 
and non-OMTA teachers in each district, 
and targeted support of the rural and under-
served districts throughout the state. Our 
expectation is that the new grant will provide 
five years of stable conference funding so 
that we can continue to offer this outstand-
ing continuing education opportunity while 
making it truly affordable to all members. 2.) 
In addition, each district will receive funding 
to host two presentations per year of their 
choosing. This could include a master class 
featuring local students, a presentation on 
technique, a demonstration of phrasing or 
articulation in a specific period of repertoire, 
a question and answer session with a master 
teacher, etc. The possibilities are endless. 
Each district will be tasked with advertising 
the events to their member teachers, lo-
cal music professionals, and their students. 
This will also include as many non-OMTA 
teachers as possible, in an effort to increase 
the visibility of OMTA within each commu-
nity. 3.) Finally, our rural and underserved 
districts will be able to host a master teacher 

for two days of workshops, master classes, 
and/or private lessons.

On behalf of OMTA, I’m so excited to 
be embarking on this incredible project and 
will keep you all up to date on the details 
as they develop. With your help, and the 
generous support of the OCF Nellie Tho-
len Fund, I’m sure OMTA can truly live up 
to our mission statement: “to support and 
advance music study and music making 
throughout the State of Oregon, and to 
enhance the professionalism of its member 
music teachers.”  And I believe Nellie Tho-
len would be very pleased indeed.

Cindy Peterson-Peart, NCTM
President, OMTA

Music Scholarships awarded annually to majors and 
non-majors

Office of Admission 
willamette.edu/admission • 503-370-6303 

willamette.edu/go/musicauditions

* Must audition on these dates for priority financial consideration.

Degree Programs
BA in Music 
BM in Performance 
BM in Composition 
BM in Music Education 
BM in Contemporary Improvisation 
Minor in Music 
Minor in Arts, Technology & Multimedia

Audition Dates
Nov. 10, 2014*  
Jan. 24, 2015* 
Feb. 16, 2015

A Tradition of 
    Musical Excellence
Within a Renowned College of Liberal Arts

Schedule an audition 
503-370-6687
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What is IMTF? The Independent Music 
Teacher’s Forum has been included in 
MTNA since 1972. IMTF is all about 
members and issues important to the profes-
sion; studio business, technology and peda-
gogy trends, networking, sharing concerns 
and most importantly, building community.

Music is essentially about connect-
ing across generations. One of the delicate 
things about being an independent music 
instructor is balancing a variety of person-
alities and levels in any given teaching day 
and it’s always wonderful if we can lead 
students to new challenges and skills while 
establishing a sense of enjoyment and ful-
fillment in their music.

Taking time to learn a little bit about the 
particular world each student lives in and in-
cluding that in the lesson plan and repertoire 
choices not only builds connections between 
that teacher and the student but with the 
world of music and that student.

And while there is so much to accom-
plish in a 30 or 45 minute lesson, it’s nice 
to first take a breath and ask the student 
how they are; what did they work on most 
this week, or if there’s anything they have a 
question on that they’d like to go over first. 
It doesn’t have to be every lesson, but in 
this way (especially with students near the 
teenage years) the instructor connects with 
the student by offering them an active part 
in their musical education through an op-
portunity to start off the lesson focusing on 
what they feel is important to them.

It’s easy to continue making connec-
tions throughout the lesson by asking a 
student what part of this piece they like 
best? Or, what’s your favorite composer, 
movie, or what type of music do you listen 
to? These seemingly short and simple ques-
tions do a lot to inform the instructor’s 
repertoire choices for students and encour-
age practicing.

It’s also important for us as instructors 
to make connections with the larger commu-
nity of music for ourselves. Fall is a perfect 
time to carve out time in your schedule for 
your own musical growth and interests. Why 
not choose a new piece to work on yourself, 
or attend one of the Portland Piano recital 
series events, or the symphony? Perhaps at-
tend festival adjudications in support of stu-
dents aside from your own, or become more 
actively involved with your organization.

Don’t forget to think about connecting 
students to the larger world of music this 
teaching year by encouraging each one at 
their own personal level to participate in 
the many activities OMTA offers: syllabus 
exams, festivals, ensemble events, attending 
a recital or other musical event, even a play 
or dance event. Many younger students 
would love to hear a college student’s degree 
recital, and college students would love 
their attendance.

There are so many small ways we as 
instructors can connect with students and 
build community for the world of music—
go for it!

Happy Teaching!

Beverly Serra-Brooks, DMA & NCTM
IMTF Chair 
dr.beverlysb@earthlink.net
or call me, I’m in the OMTA directory. 
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Beverly Serra-Brooks,  
DMA & NCTM
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State News  IMTF Independent Music Teacher’s Forum
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Liz Willis, NCTM
Membership Chair

State News  Membership

We are delighted to welcome the following new members to OMTA:

Linn-Benton
Dow Yeh

Salem
Kellene Goff

Portland  
Elizabeth Kohl

Elizabeth Sheppard

In our last report, Dow Yeh was mistak-
enly listed as a new member of Central 
Oregon. Dow is actually a new member of 
Linn-Benton District.

NEWS FLASH—It is now pos-
sible for new members to join OMTA 
and pay their dues ONLINE! 

Kudos to Bonnie Esbensen for her 
many hours of work on this project! 

Thanks, Bonnie!
 —Liz Willis

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

C h r i s t m a s  i s  c o m i n g  s o o n  –  O r d e r  N o w !

www.Friendof Music.com

Arranged by Laura Davis

Lyrics included so 

friends and family 

can join in singing 

around the piano. 

    

Laura Davis has taught private piano 
for over 20 years. She studied piano 
and music history at the University  of 

Redlands, and music ministry and song arranging 
at  Portland Bible College. Other instruments she 
has played  include organ, violin, French horn 
and tympani.  As a member of the William Hall 
Chorale in Los Angeles she sang in the LA Music 
Center and Hollywood Bowl.
Equally adept working with children and adults, 
she has produced, directed and accompanied several Christmas 
musicals for churches and Christian schools. Her background in 
music ministry, choir directing and community theater enriches all 
her current endeavors. Laura’s piano students frequently perform in 
OMTA festivals and competitions. 

Carols for a  
Family Christmas

Finally—a collection of  Christmas Carols 
spanning the first few years of piano study  
in one volume: Primer through Level Three.  
New beginners will quickly learn the first “one- ‐
finger” arrangements. Next Christmas they will  
be ready to tackle a higher level. No need to buy  
a different book every Christmas!

Every Carol Includes:
• Chord Symbols (for guitars, ukeleles, piano improv, etc.)

• Piano Fingering Numbers
• Lyrics with Verses and Chorus
• Student Level of the Arrangement

$795
each plus 
sh ipping

$5.00 of  $12.95 reta i l
Order online eStore 

OMTA Teacher  
Discount Code Y6KDWLSQ

With beautiful, full-color 
illustrations on every 

page, “Carols for a Family 
Christmas” makes a  

perfect gift for students, 
friends and family.
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State News  OMTA Member Highlight — Linda Rodgers

Linda Rodgers is very active in the music 
world and loves being at her piano. She was 
chair of the Tualatin Valley District Jr. Bach 
Festival for two years, treasurer and now 
vice-president of her Festival group, and is 
in charge of Portland District’s Super Focus 
Group. Next year she will serve as the Syl-
labus chair for Tualatin Valley District. 

Linda has a full studio from age 6 to 
18 and her teaching philosophy is to work 
with each individual at their own level and 
potential to inspire their love for music and 
the piano. She has been part of a piano duo 
team, performing that repertoire for over 
twenty years. 

She loves cats—all animals really—and 
is vibrantly active on their behalf. Having 
lived in the Bahamas for a number of years, 
Linda is now very happy in Portland, hik-
ing in Tryon Creek State Park and enjoying 
a very full studio and her home with its 
idyllic setting.
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Tualatin Valley District

Linda Rodgers

PAUL ROBERTS in 
PORTLAND  

OCTOBER 2014:
CROSS CURRENTS of 

FRANCE and SPAIN

Falla’s Fantasia Baetica, 
pieces by Albeniz, Granados, Mompou, 

and Ohana’s Etudes d’inteprétation
Thursday, October 23  7:30 pm

The Old Church, 1422 SW 11th Ave.
Portland, Oregon

Tickets available on-line at brownpapertickets.com 
Adults:   $30      Students:   $15

Master Classes at  
Portland Piano Company
located at 711 SW 14th Ave.

 Portland, Oregon
Sat., October 25   1:30pm-4:30pm  The Music of Spain
Sun., October 26   1:30pm-4:30pm     General repertoire

Free and open to the public

For full information on 
Paul Roberts in Portland 

October 2014, go to 
paulrobertspiano.com

Special thanks to Portland 
Piano Company for their 

generous support of 
Paul Roberts in 

Portland

Pe
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State News  Communication Corner — Finance & More

Anne D. Young, DM
Finance Chair, OMTA

Ten Powerful Rules
The number 10 is a powerful unit. We 
award performance trophies in tens, and 
“love thy neighbor” comes from one very 
significant list. From Creativity, Music | 
April 16th, 2014 come the following sug-
gested ten rules that may prove interesting 
and, hopefully, inspiring.

“Avant-garde composer John Cage 
started out as a disciple of Arnold Schoen-
berg. He greatly looked up to the exiled 
Austrian as a model of how a true art-
ist ought to live. Cage, in turn, inspired 
generations of artists and composers both 
through his work—which incorporated 
elements of chance into his music—and 
through his teaching. 

One of those whom he inspired was 
Sister Corita Kent. An unlikely fixture in 
the Los Angeles art scene, the nun was an 
instructor at Immaculate Heart College 
and a celebrated artist who considered Saul 
Bass, Buckminster Fuller and Cage to be 
personal friends. 

In 1968, she crafted the lovely, touch-
ing “Ten Rules for Students and Teachers” 
for a class project. While Cage was quoted 
directly in Rule 10, he didn’t come up with 
the list, as many website sites claim. By all 
accounts, though, he was delighted with it 
and did everything he could to popularize 
the list. Cage’s lover and life partner Merce 
Cunningham reportedly kept a copy of it 
posted in his studio until his dying day. You 
can check the list out below:

RULE ONE: Find a place you trust, and 
then try trusting it for a while.

RULE TWO: General duties of a student: 
Pull everything out of your teacher; pull 
everything out of your fellow students.

RULE THREE: General duties of a teacher: 
Pull everything out of your students.

RULE FOUR: Consider everything an 
experiment.

RULE FIVE: Be self-disciplined: this 
means finding someone wise or smart 
and choosing to follow them. To be 
disciplined is to follow in a good way. 
To be self-disciplined is to follow in a 
better way.

RULE SIX: Nothing is a mistake. There’s 
no win and no fail, there’s only make.

RULE SEVEN: The only rule is work. If 
you work it will lead to something. It’s 
the people who do all of the work all 
of the time who eventually catch on  
to things.

RULE EIGHT: Don’t try to create and 
analyze at the same time. They’re  
different processes.

RULE NINE: Be happy whenever you can 
manage it. Enjoy yourself. It’s lighter 
than you think.

RULE TEN: We’re breaking all the rules. 
Even our own rules. And how do we do 
that? By leaving plenty of room for X 
quantities.

HINTS: Always be around. Come or go to 
everything. Always go to classes. Read 
anything you can get your hands on. 
Look at movies carefully, often. Save ev-
erything. It might come in handy later.”

With warmest regards,

Anne D. Young, DM,  
Finance Chair, OMTA
16510 SW Kimball Street
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
Phone: 503.342.6896 (9 am–12 pm)
Cell/message: 858.232.4888
Web: lomusicacademy.com
E-mail: aypiano@comcast.net

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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District News  Calendar of Upcoming District Events
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Central Oregon Events
October 10
“Why I Can’t Teach Without Syllabus!” 
Presented by: Jill Hickenlooper 

November 8
Students Choice Recital

November 14
“Russian Pedagogical Repertoire of V. Gavrilin, and Ten  
Important Attributes of Beautiful Pianoforte Playing” 
Presented by: Victoria Drozdova

December 12
“Sons of Bach: Celebrating CPE Bach’s 300th Birthday” 
Presented by: Margaret Littlehales  (Potluck meeting, featuring the playing of Christmas Quartets)

Portland Events
October 8 
9:30 a.m.
Beaverton Focus Group: “Syllabus Preparation” 
Presented by: Dorothy Fahlman 

October 17
Far East Focus Group: “Sons of J.S. Bach” 
Presented by: Margaret Littlehales

November 1, 2 & 7, 8, 9
Classical Festival at Portland Piano Co. 
Chair: Dr. Lilin Chen

Tualatin Valley Events
Friday, October 10 
10 a.m.
Forrest Kinney Workshop (see flyer on page 9)
Tigard United Methodist Church, 9845 SW Walnut Place, Tigard
Experience Forrest Kinney’s presentation and interactive workshop, Keys to Musical Creativity. This is a day off 
school for all Oregon public schools. Students of all ages are encouraged attend. Free and open to the public!

Saturday, November 1 
8 a.m to 5 p.m.
Festival of Ribbons & Ensemble Festival
Tigard United Methodist Church, 9845 SW Walnut Place, Tigard
Our TV-OMTA 2014 Festival of Ribbons/Ensemble Festival will take place at Tigard United Methodist 
Church. Students play for a judge and receive a colorful ribbon, a certificate, and written judge’s comments. 
Deadline to register is October 10. Please find detailed information on our TV-OMTA website.
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LOCATION 

TIGARD UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH SANCTUARY - 9845 SW 
WALNUT PLACE, TIGARD 97223 !
FREE TO THE PUBLIC 

OCT 10 - PROFESSIONAL DAY 
OREGON SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED - 
STUDENTS OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME 
WITH PARENTS, FRIENDS & TEACHERS !
10 AM - PROGRAM & RECEPTION (COOKIES) 

FORREST KINNEY 
!

CREATIVE 
MUSIC 

WORKSHOP

FRIDAY  
10 

AT !
10 AM 
!

2014 
OCTOBER

THE  !
SECRET 
!

OF  !!
MUSICAL !
!

CREATIVITY

JOIN US! 
!
HIGHLIGHTS - 
INTERACTION  
&  
PARTICIPATION  
WITH  
AUDIENCE  !
ARRANGING 
COMPOSING 
IMPROVISING

THIS PROGRAM IS SPONSORED IN PART BY THE MUSIC TEACHERS NATIONAL ASSOCIATION - MOTHER SHIP OF OREGON MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION TUALATIN VALLEY DISTRICT. 
TVOMTA WEBSITE: WWW.TVOMTA.ORG
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Liz Willis

On July 24 Dr. David Yeomans NCTM, au-
thor of Bartok for Piano: A Survey of his Solo 
Literature (Indiana University Press, 1988, 
2000), came to La Grande for an afternoon 
workshop held at Eastern Oregon Univer-
sity. His topic was “Teaching Materials of 
Béla Bartok and Czech Composers.” This 
is the fourth summer Dr. Yeomans and col-
leagues from Texas Christian University have 
operated the Clear Creek Music Festival in 
Halfway, Oregon. As part of his workshop, 
Dr. Yeomans facilitated a master class.

We were proud to have over 70 per-
cent of our small district attend the State 
Conference in Newport this August. The 
Nellie Tholen housing grants make it easier 
for members of our district to attend the 
state conferences. Our newest member, 
Erin Stauffer from Enterprise, was the Blue 
Mountain recipient of the travel grant this 
year for a first-time attendee. 

District News  Blue Mountain

On September 5 we traveled to Dona 
Schmitt’s home in Halfway for our first 
meeting of the new school year. After the 
business meeting, those of us who had 
attended the conference shared ideas and 
impressions. Then we enjoyed a delicious 
potluck lunch on Dona’s deck.

“Summerlight Concert,” conceived 
and planned by Hannah Voetburg, stu-
dent of Jan Miller, was presented Saturday 
afternoon, September 6, at the La Grande 
Methodist Church. Performers included 
several teachers from Blue Mountain Dis-
trict and some of their students. Hannah 
(who, as you may remember, is blind) not 
only sang a solo, sang in a duet, played in 
a piano duet, and recited a poem she had 
written, but also composed a waltz for flute 
and piano, performed by a mother-daughter 
team. The audience warmly received this 
presentation of fun and light music.

      Opus  69 /N o.  2   •   Oc tober  2014

Blue Mountain Makes Beautiful Music

Blue Mountain delegation at State Conference 
in Newport: Matt Cooper, Liz Cooper, Lanetta 
Paul, Jan Miller, Erin Stauffer.

David Yeomans working with Hannah Voetberg.

September 5th meeting in 
Halfway: Liz Cooper, pro-
spective member Hannah 
Violette from Baker City, Jan 
Miller, Mio Aoike, Lanetta 
Paul, Dona Schmitt.
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Helen Jones, NCTM

District News  Central Oregon

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s

Central Oregon District held its first meeting 
of the school year September 12. We have 23 
members and two honorary members.

We have three scheduled student 
activities this year in addition to Fall and 
Spring Syllabus:

November 8 
Students Choice Recital
Chaired by Jill Geil & Jean Shrader
 
February 7  
Contemporary/Impressionistic Festival
Chaired by Helen Jones & Holly Wright
 
June 6  
Ensemble Festival
Chaired by Margaret Littlehales  
& Jennifer Marsden

Kathy Gault, Sharla Graves, Judy Kamperman, Patti Petersen and Mariann Slavkovsky shared high-
lights from the recent OMTA State Conference in Newport.

Our upcoming Fall 2014 meetings will 
feature these inspirational programs:

October 10 
“Why I Can’t Teach Without Syllabus!” 
Presented by Jill Hickenlooper.

November 14 
“Russian Pedagogical Repertoire of V. 
Gavrilin, and Ten Important Attri-
butes of Beautiful Pianoforte Playing” 
Presented by Victoria Drozdova. This 
program is made possible by a Nellie 
Tholen Endowment. 

December 12 
“Sons of Bach, celebrating CPE Bach’s 
300th Birthday”  
Presented by Margaret Littlehales. This 
potluck meeting will also feature the 
playing of Christmas Quartets.
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Carma Glausi
President-Elect, TV-OMTA

District News  Tualatin Valley

Fall Greetings from Tualatin Valley OMTA. 
We enjoyed a wonderful lecture by our guest 
speaker Margaret Littlehales in September. 
She began by sharing her 10 Command-
ments for music teachers, consisting of 
10 keys to keeping your studio running 
smoothly; maintaining an excitement and 
freshness in your teaching; and dealing with 
students in a supportive, positive way. These 
excellent reminders benefit us all year long.

Margaret then led us on a journey 
through several centuries of Albums for the 
Young, from JS Bach’s Notebook for Anna 
Magdalena, through Bloch’s Enfentines. Mu-
sical gems for teachers and young students 
alike to treasure!

Concluding her lecture, Margaret 
presented Choosing Student Repertoire: 
A Pedagogical Wheel of Fortune, sharing 
her wisdom on the importance of teach-
ing repertoire from the five main periods 
of music history, comprising a variety of 
musical styles and composers from around 
the world. We were very fortunate to have 
been in attendance to glean from Margaret’s 
wealth of pedagogical experience.

Tualatin Valley’s Important Coming Events:
1. Forrest Kinney Workshop 
Don’t miss the opportunity for you and 
your students to experience Forrest Kinney’s 
presentation and workshop, Keys to Musical 
Creativity. Free and open to the public. Fri-
day, October 10, at 10 a.m. Tigard United 
Methodist Church, 9845 SW Walnut Place 
in Tigard. This is a day off school for all 
Oregon public schools. Students of all ages 
are encouraged attend.

2. Festival of Ribbons/Ensemble Festival 
Our TV-OMTA 2014 Festival of Ribbons/
Ensemble Festival will take place Saturday, 
November 1, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Tigard 
United Methodist Church, 9845 SW Walnut 
Place in Tigard. This is a wonderful chance 
for students to play their pieces for a judge 
and receive a colorful ribbon, a certificate, 
and written judge’s comments. Deadline to 
register is October 10. Please find detailed 
information on our TV-OMTA website.

It is great to be back together as col-
leagues, sharing ideas and support for each 
other as we begin another enriching year of 
teaching music to our developing students!

Dynamic Days in Tualatin Valley

      Opus  69 /N o.  2   •   Oc tober  2014

TV-OMTA  meeting on September 12, 2014, with guest lecturer Margaret Littlehales, seated far left.
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Book Spotlight  Clavichord for Beginners

Clavichord for Beginners 
by Joan Benson

Several years ago, Indiana University asked 
Joan Benson to imprint her expertise in a 
book combined with a DVD of her teach-
ing. Now in 2014, Indiana University Press 
announces her Clavichord for Beginners. 
(http://tinyurl.com/keogk9j)

This book offers, for the first time, im-
portant beginning exercises and lessons for 
the potential clavichordist. It also provides a 
vibrant portrait of a clavichord pioneer who 
takes us from sixteenth-century keyboard 
masters to the frontiers of electronic music 
research. The book includes a CD of Ben-
son’s acclaimed performances from 1962 to 
2000, engineered by Barry Phillips, Grammy 
award winner. An additional DVD shows 
Benson as an inspiring teacher.

According Paul Badura-Skoda, “Clavi-
chord for Beginners is the product of life-
long dedication and research by the world’s 
leading expert on clavichord playing and 
teaching. This amazing book offers a wealth 
of information not only for beginners, but 
also for experienced music lovers.”

—Peter Brownlee

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s
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Information & Acknowledgements

Issues Deadlines
Jan Dec 15
Feb Jan 15
Mar Feb 15
Apr Mar 15
May Apr 15

June May 15 
Sept Aug 15
Oct Sept 15
Nov Oct 15
Dec Nov 15

Submit Articles in 
Music News

Please send articles and accompanying graphics in TIFF, 
EPS, JPEG or PDF format to Laura Davis via e-mail:  
lauradavis47@gmail.com. MS Word attachments are best. 

Advertise in Music News

Please send ads and accompanying graphics in 
TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PDF format  

to Caris or Robin Power:  
office@oregonmta.org

1/4 column ads (and articles about events  
which require an admission fee or tuition): 

$35.00

Larger ads at a proportional cost. 
(Contact the office for amounts.) 

Publication dates and deadlines are listed below. 
Submitting material before deadlines is  

always helpful and appreciated.

The link below connects you to your local District 
 Associations, OMTA Board of Directors  

and Committee Chairs:
www.oregonmta.org/contact/

Let Us Know
 

If you have changed your e-mail 
address please contact the office so 
you don’t miss any OMTA News.  

 
office@oregonmta.org
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Information & Acknowledgements

Upcoming Music News copy DEADLINES:
October 15, 2014

November 15, 2014
December 15, 2014

Please visit our  Website to find any further information you need. We encourage you to explore  
the pull-down menus under Information for Teachers and Programs for Students. Complete listings 

of State and District leadership are found in the pull-down menu under Contact.

O M TA  M u s i c  N e w s


